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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 


The object with which An Account of my Life 
was mitten is sufficiently explained in the opening 
pages of the first chapter. Nawab Sultan Jahiin 
Regain does not claim to have written a book that 
will interest the general public. But perhaps her 
own remarkable personality, the unique position 
which, as a female ruler, she holds in the Muham- 
madan world, together with the simple and spirited 
manner in which she tells her story, and the insight 
it affiords into life in one of the most interesting as 
well as one of the most loyal of the Feudatory 
States of India, may attract a wider circle of 
readers than Her Highness’s modesty has allowed 
her to anticipate. 

, ‘ It mil, I think, be admitted by the majority of 
those who have had experience in turning Oriental 
languages ipto English that a word-for-word trans- 
lation not only results in disjointed and unnatural 
English, but is apt to produce an altogether dis- 
torted impression of the author’s meaning and 
literary style. In the following pages I have 
endeavoured to convey to English readers- the 
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same meaning which, as far as I am able to 
judge, the Urdu original is intended to c(j>nvey 
to Muhammadan readers. The translation is as 
literal as I could make it, consistently with this 
aim. In some cases correspondence and speeches 
originally in English were only available in Urdu 
translations; I have, therefore, had to retranslate 
them. All such are marked with an asterisk ; and 
I hereA\dth offer to those who composed them my 
humble apologies for the liberty I have taken. 
1 ^dsh to thank Munshi Abdul Ghafhr Khan for 
his patient assistance in the elucidation of many 
difficult passages. 

The portraits are a special feature of the English 
version. They include not only the leading 
characters in the history of Bhopal, but the Vice- 
roys of India from the Earl of Mayo to Lord 
Curzon, as well as many of the Political Officers 
who played an important part in Central India 
during the latter half of the last century. For 
their kindness in placing portraits at my disposal 
I have to thank Lady INIeade, Sir David W. Keith 
Barr, and Sir Arthur WoUaston, President of the 
Northbrook Society. 

C. H. P. 


BnovAhj 1910. 
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It i.< the duty of all right-minded men, at the commencement 
of their undertakings, to give praise and glory to Almighty 
God. v.'ho, in spite of the frailty of human nature, hath 
raised man to the foremost place amongst created beings, 
and hath adorned him with sense and understanding to learn, 
as he passes down tlae picture-gallery of his life, the lessons 
of wisdom that are there set before him. And more specially 
are we, who are IMusalmdns, bound to give Him thanks that 
Ho hath ordained us to be the followers of His chosen 
prophet, Muhammad, saying of us, “ Of all mankind ye are 
Sly faithful servants,” and that He hath for our guidance 
and protection in spiritual and temporal matters set before 
us His most excellent commandments, and for the sure con- 
tmuance of the same hath ordained Kings and Princes to 
rule over us, establishing them in power and majesty by His 
most holy decree, “ To God, His Pj'pphet, and to la's^’ful 
lungs shall ye render obedience.” Yea, verily are His 
mercies unbounded and infinitely above all human gratitude. 

O God unknown, unsearchable, in vain 

strive with human sense Tliyself to scan ; 

Our striving done, unknown Tliou dost remain. 

Unutterable still Thy praise bj' man. 





Ztntilon, t Jifftn Murrey 
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ACCOUNT OF MY LIFE 

CHAPTER 1 
introductoky’ 

After ascribing all honour and glory to God, I 
commence this work, in which it is my design to 
complete the history of Bhopal doA^m to the present 
time. Although 1 shall concern myself mainly 
mth the course of events in my oAvn State, and 
the progress of its administration, I shall, I trust, 
be able to shoAv how the history of Bhopal is 
connected Avith, and has been influenced by, the 
mighty moA’^ements that haA'^e taken place in the 
world outside. When. those Avho have AAntnessed 
these scenes have passed away, and • old records 
have been lost or destroyed,, this book may serve 
to remind fiiture generations of the debt they oAA^^e 
to those Avho have gone before them ; and Avhen 
they read of the brave deeds of their ancestors, 
of their faithfiilness to the British Government, 
and of the eternal fenoAAUi which is their reAvard, 
I trust it may serve to stir up in their hearts a 
desire to achieve a similar renown by an ever- 
increasing loyalty to the same Power, and an 
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ever-increasing appreciation of the blessings which 
their country has enjoyed under its protection. 

To the members of my family I hope that this 
book will be especially useful, and that they may 
laj’^ to heart the many lessons it teaches on the 
conduct of life, whether domestic or public. It 
may also help them to detect and avoid those 
persons who, by flattery and servility, seek the 
favour of those who are above them, and who, 
having no end in \dew but their own advance- 
ment. care not if they destroy a thousand houses 
so they may build their own. 1 am not without 
hope, also, that, the descriptions ■ I have given of 
royal durbars and other state functions ma)'’ be 
of use to my fellow .Rulers in India, as well as 
to political officers and others to whose lot, from 
time to time, the arrangement of such matters liiay 
fall. That my book, deaUng, as it does, solely vith 
events connected with my family and my State, 
vail be of interest to the general public, I cannot 
expect. If it -prove of use and interest to my 
children and my subjects and the generations that 
are to come after tliem, the object of my task voll 
be fulfilled. 

The history of Bhopdl may be divided into two 
periods, the first commencing with the life a.nd 
conquests of Nawab Dost Muhammad Khan, the 
founder of the Bhopal dynasty, and the second 
embracing the events subsequent to the treaty 
with the British Government.' 

The decay of the Mughal Empire was followed ’ 
by a period of strife throughout the whole of 
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Hindustdn. The doors were shut on order and 
freedom, and contemporary history is little more 
than a record of war, massacre, and oppression. 
In the south and east the English, with science 
in their train, were step by step advancing their 
power, but in every other part of the country 
anarchy and confiision were rife. Although 
scarcely two centuries have elapsed, obscurity is 
already dra^ving her veil over these troublous 
times, for where war, bloodshed, and civil strife 
prevail history can shed but a feeble light. In 
Bhopdl itself the pen, by comparison with the 
sword, was reckoned a thing of very small account. 
The nobles of the court were men who knew 
of nothing and cared for nothing but arms and 
warfare. No soil existed in which science or 
literature could grow, and the story of the State 
was left to be told in another generation. 

The Bhopdl dynasty had not long been estab- 
lished when the Mardth^ commenced their pre- 
datory campaigns. A few brave Pathans was all 
that the State could look to to oppose the con- 
stantly advancing bands of marauders who 
threatened to overrun the entire country. Gradu- 
‘olly, however, the English, by the fertility of their 
resources, succeeded in getting this widespread 
conflagration under control ; and peace and security, 
so long banished by bloodshed and strife, were 
again restored. The Bhopdl State concluded a 
treaty ^vith the British Government which guaran- 
teed her immunity from all dangers and inter- 
ference from outside, and vdth the signing of this 
treaty . the first period of her history terminates. 
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Although a full and connected narrative of this 
period was an impossibility, the account which we 
have of it is not vnthout interest, and we owe a 
debt of gratitude both to Nawab Sikandar Begam 
and to Nawab Shah Jahan Begam; to the former 
for having amassed, with careful discrimination and 
after minute research, the materials for this work, 
and to the latter for having clothed them in the 
garb of history. 

The second period commences under happier 
auspices. With the restoration of peace, men’s 
minds turned again to the cultivation of the soil, 
and the state of chaos which the events of past 
years had produced in the internal administration 
of the State gradually began to give place to 
order and reform. The need for arms and self- 
defence had passed away, and in its place, ushered 
in by an era pregnant with new aims and new 
enterprises, arose another need, little understood 
before — ^the need for political foresight and wisdom 
to guide the destinies of a State in times^ of peace. 
Government by means of law and justice is 
fraught with greater difficulties than government 
by means of the sword ; and in a community 
where every law was likely to be looked upon 
as an infringement of personal liberty, these diffi- 
culties were increased tenfold. Amongst those 
to whom the task of overcoming them was en- 
trusted none stands out more conspicuously than 
Nawab Sikandar Begam. Endowed •with all the 
sterner attributes of a ruler, she possessed, in 
addition, that softer quality, the love of peace and 
mercy, which only attains its full development in 
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a woman’s heart, and by whicli alone true happi- 
ness can be spread. It must be regarded as a 
proof of God’s special favour to the Bhopal State 
that for three successive generations He has 
placed the reins of government in female hands. 

The story of the first period, wth its wars and 
petty strifes, throws but little light on the actual 
development of the State ; and as it has been 
treated of at length in the history compiled by my 
IMother, Nawab Shah .Tahdn Begam, there seems 
no need to go over the ground again. But the 
reign of Nawab Sikandar Begam, with which the 
second period opens, and which wjis also included 
in the above-mentioned work, forms an essential 
and instructive portion of the history of the State. 
And since this lady was the first, as well as the 
most capable, of the Begams of Bhopal, a re- 
capitulation of the events of her life and the 
reforms of her reign cannot be •without interest. 
It, therefore, seems to me fitting that the present 
work should open %vith an account of Naw^lb 
Sikandar Begam, though the more detailed de- 
scription of events must date from my oavii 
marriage. 

- Those who are acquainted with the responsi- 
bilities and manifold duties of the ruler of a 
State will easUy understand my difficulty in find- 
ing time for the composition of this narrative. 
Since, however, it is my desire to follow in the 
footsteps of my ancestors, and to profit by the 
example which they have set before me, I have 
determined that the history which Nawdb Si- 
kandar Begam commenced, and which Nawab 
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Shah Jahan Begam continued to the year 1872, 
shall be completed up to the present time by 
my own hand. In spite of interruptions "due to 
state affairs, and to frequent journeys by land 
and sea, everything which I have recorded as a 
fact in this book has undergone the most thorough 
investigation. After reading the accounts of my 
journey to JMecca, and my visit to Delhi on the 
occasion of the durbar in 1903, my readers wiU 
be satisfied as to the labour I have bestowed on 
this part of my task. JMy late lamented Mother 
had in her lifetime collected material for a new 
volume ; but, unfortunately, her manuscripts, 
through the carelessness of those in whose charge 
they were placed, were destroyed, and the work 
of repairing this loss has not been the least 
laborious part of my undertaking. 



CHAPTER II 


XAWAli .SIKANDAR BEGAM 

Nam'ab Sikandab Begaji holds the same place 
in the history of Bhopiil that the Emperor Akbar 
holds in the history of India. When Akbar 
ascended the throne the state of the country was 
in the liighest degree critical. By his political 
foresight and wisdom, the dangers threatening 
on every side were met and overcome ; and the 
government was brought to such a high state of 
efficiency that, although centuries have passed 
away, the wisdom of his policy and the excellence 
of his administration continue to be recognized and 
praised in every chdlized country. 

Nor did Nawab Sikandar Begam serve her 
coimtry less worthily. Born and bred during the 
, darkest days of its history, and surrounded from 
her cradle by men who, though brave-spirited, were 
ignorant and illiterate, she spent the first thirty 
years of her life amid scenes of conflict and the 
clash of arms, when the only tales that beguiled 
the time were those that told of battle and blood- 
shed, and the very atmosphere was hot with war 
and the rumours of war. ' There would have been 
nothing unnatural had the surroundings of her 
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youth imbued her, too, with the turbulent spirit 
of the age. But she was by nature peace-Joving, 
and from her earliest days deeds of blood and tales 
of blood were alike hatefiil and repulsive to her. 
The wise acts that subsequently characterized her 
reign mark her as one specially endowed by nature 
■ndth the talents and qualities of mind necessary to 
make a great reformer ; and as a great reformer 
she ^v^Q go down to posterity in the pages of 
history. In Bhopal itself the events of her long 
and happy reign, the vigour and nobility of her 
mind, and the thoroughness of her work •will ever 
be held in honourable remembrance. 

The foundation of the Bhopal State was laid in 
dangerous times, times when the permanency of 
the administration necessitated the employment 
of bodies of armed men whose loyalty could be 
thoroughly relied upon. For this reason the early 
rulers gathered round themselves a number of 
military chiefs and nobles, each of whom supported 
a band of armed retainers, who in peace time were 
their personal sen’^ants, and in time of war fought 
under their leadership. The influence of these 
chiefs dominated every branch of the administra- 
tion. AVhen Nawab Sikandar Begam began to 
rule, the State still contained many such men, 
and the durbar was a nest of warlike and quarrel- 
some feudatories, influential and independent, who 
regarded the new era of peace and order "with 
anything but favourable eyes, and' who desired 
nothing better than to live the same wld and 
exciting lives their fathers had lived before thein.*^ 
To remedy this state of affairs, and to introduce 
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into an assembly of men who, for generations, had 
obeyed no -will but their own, a reverence for law 
and constituted authority, was a delicate and diffi- 
cult undertaking. But the Begam had early 
determined that reform should be the first object 
of her life. Disregarding the difficulties that lay 
before her, and relying upon God to strengthen 
her endeavours, she boldly faced the situation, and, 
opposing turbulency with firmness, and obstinacy 
Avith tact, she succeeded in bringing her refractory 
courtiers into subjection. Not only did this 
achievement bring credit and profit to Bhopal, but 
it raised the Begam, as a ruler, high above many of 
her contemporaries who could boast of wider and 
more ancient territories ; and it showed to the 
world that a woman can rise superior to the weak- 
nesses of her sex, and can challenge competition 
even in those spheres of action which demand 
qualities that men only are supposed to possess. 

The remodelling of the state army was, there- 
fore, the first of the many reforms undertaken by 
Nawab Sikandar Begam. The conditions of mili- 
tary service were entirely changed. Out of the 
gangs of disorderly retainers which were scattered 
about the State a regular force was constructed, in 
which every man was the servant of the State, and 
drew his pay directly from the State treasury. 
Wise regulations for the management of this force 
were framed, and military instruction according to 
the system then employed in the British army was 
introduced. The artillery, which was ill regulated 
.and badly equipped, was also thoroughly re- 
organized. The result of these reformatory 
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measures soon became e\’ident, and what had 
before been a disorderly and refractory levy was 
transformed into an efficient and well-disciplined 
force. 

It was due to these ■wise changes that, during 
the calamities of the year 1857, when bloodshed, 
murder, and devastation, consequent upon the 
mutiny of the native army, filled the greater 
part of Hindustan, the Bhopal State maintained 
itself in almost undisturbed tranquillity. The 
State army had not been so long re-modelled 
that it could withstand altogether the evil 
influences "which w’^ere abroad, and signs of 
wavering began, at one time, to be apparent in 
•its ranks. But the tact and indomitable reso- 
lution of Nawab Sikandar Begam, and the 
undaunted courage and fidelity of Nawab Nazir- 
ud-daulah Baki Aluhammad Khan, Commander- 
in-Chief of the State forces, not only quenched 
this smouldering unrest, but .kindled in its place 
a spirit of vigorous loyalty to the British Govern- 
ment, and a keen desire to help in the restoration 
of peace ; and, when mutiny spread to the Sehore 
contingent, it was subdued and stamped out by 
the Bhopal force. This force also crossed the 
frontiers of the State, and assisted in the main- 
tenance of peace as far as the boundaries of Sagar 
and Bandalkand. It gave further proof of its 
loyalty by affording protection to many English 
people, who, in those days of blood, knew not 
where, or to whom, to turn for safety or protec- 
tion.* These services were duly recompensed and 

^ See Appendix A, 
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appreciated by the British Government, and •will 
long be remembered ■with pride by the people of 
Bhopal. I myself can never forget the bravery of 
my countiymen in those dark days; and I am 
proud to feel that not only am I the successor 
of a loyal and faithful ruler, but that my subjects, 
too, are the children of men who devoted them- 
selves to the service of the British Government. 

The difficulties against which Nawab Sikandar 
Begam had to contend were, in many cases, the 
result of the neglect and incompetence of her 
predecessor, Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khdn. 
On the death of Nawdb Jahangir Muhammad 
Khan, NawAb Shah Jahdn Begam was appointed 
his successor; but being too young to be en- 
trusted with ruling powers, Faujdar Muhammad 
Khan was made regent, and for two years he was 
free to govern according to his own misguided 
will. And when NawAb Sikandar Begam suc- 
ceeded him as regent, she found herself confronted, 
not only with the task of restoring order in a 
chaotic administration, but of paying the interest 
on a debt of over twenty-three lakhs , of rupees, 
nineteen Idkhs of which were the legacy of 
’Jahdngir Muhammad Khan, the remaining four 
lakhs being the two years’ contribution of his 
unworthy successor. At the same time, as the 
result of mismanagement and neglect, the revenue 
of the State had dwindled down to little more 
than eleven lakhs of rupees. 

Her military reforms being completed to her 
.satisfaction, the Begatn next turned her attention 
to the economic and social side of the administra- 
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tion. She made a tour throughout her territories, 
halting in every district, and made herself ac- 
quainted with the nature and conditio'h of the 
cultivation prevailing in each. The whole State 
was surveyed, the boundaries fixed, and the dis- 
tricts demarcated. Since the days of Alcbar the 
Great, no Indian ruler had ever undertaken such 
a task. It was, however, successfully accom- 
plished, and the State was divided up into three 
districts and twenty-one parganas. Under her 
personal direction, a new system for the collection 
of revenue was framed — a system which has been 
generally praised, and %vith which the ryots them- 
selves expressed their satisfaction. Mr. Robert 
Hamilton, Agent to the Governor-General for 
Central India, in his dispatch of November 7th, 
1854, writing in praise of the Regain’s administra- 
tion, said, “You are setting such an excellent 
example that it will be well for the State if the 
direction of its affairs continue in your hands.” ^ 
By this system the condition of the ryots, who 
had preidously suffered many hardships' owing to 
the absence of any satisfactory or permanent 
policy, was greatly improved ; debts amounting to 

‘ Tlio Sikaudar Bcgatn was at tliis time acting as regout for her 
daughter^ Nawab Shah Jahaii Begam* In 1859, she wrote to the 
Government of India claiming her right to be made ruler. She 
stated thatj in accordance with tlie customs of Bhopal, which the 
Government were pledged to uphold, she, as the daugliter of Nawab 
Kudsia Begam, ought to have been that ruler’s successor. Contrary 
to this custom, however, she had been made to resign her claims in 
favour of her husband. And now tliat he was dead, she looked to the 
Government to restore her to her rights. In 1860, her claims were 
acknowledged, and she \vas placed on the throne, her daughter, who. 
willingly retired in her mother’s favour, being recognized as heir- 
apparent. (See Appendix F.) 
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several Mklis of rupees were cleared off, and tlie 
treasuiy was once inoi-e replenished. For the 
benefit of cultivators and mustdjh's, an arrange- 
ment was made to facilitate the punctual payment 
and recovery of advances, which resembled some- 
what the system of Agricultural Banlvs, by means 
of which the British Government is ti’3ang, in 
many parts of India, to help and encourage the 
agricultural portion of the population. 

To improve the civil administration of the Slate, 
courts of justice were estJiblished, and a code 
of laws was draAvn up for the protection of the 
rights of the people, and for the prevention of 
crime. Civil and criminal laws alike were framed 
to meet the necessities of the limes, and were 
drafted vfith all the ability of an experienced 
legislator. They included regulations for the ad- 
ministration of the settlement and revenue de- 
partments, and defined the duties of collectors, 
•patwdris, jdgirddrs, and cultivators, and dealt with 
all matters connected with customs, forests, en- 
gineering, education, the police, and the state 
army. Modifications and changes have since been 
introduced, but the laws, as they were originally 
compiled,^ would have met practically all the re- 
quirements of the present day. 

When we picture to ourselves the troubles and 
perplexities of her position, Nawdb Sikandar Begam 
appears like a skUful and experienced sailor navi- 
gating his almost sinking ship through the perils 

* Printhig-prefiseSj at tlic time of wliicli I am witnig, were rare 
in India, and every copy of tliese laws and regulations had to he hand- 
written. It was not until the year 18G0 that the Sikandar press was 
set up and tlie printing of state papers commenced. 
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of a hurricane. Like her grandfather, Nawab 
Wazir Muhammad Khan, she twice saved the State 
from impending ruin. But let us not forget that 
the former was a man, and the latter a woman : 
and that what the man brought about by means of 
the sword, the woman achieved b)'’ a policy of 
peace and justice. 

When all her reforms were completed, and the 
wheels of the new administration had begun to 
turn smoothly and regularly, Nawab Sikandar 
Begam turned her attention A\dth more energy than 
ever to the interests of the vmstdjirs and culti- 
vators. Sympathy and affection characterized all 
her dealings ^vith these people, and she was con- 
stantly searching for means to make them happy 
and contented Avith their lot. Whenever mustdjirs 
or patch ^ visited the capital city, she used to show 
them her palaces and gardens, and provide them 
■s^dth every variety of amusement, while presents of 
toys and sweetmeats gladdened the hearts of their 
children. In the days of my childhood she would 
often give me wise counsel, and I well remember 
how her first and most earnest injunction was 
always to this effect : “ The cultivators of the soil 
are our wealth ; that we are able to rule, and to 
live in state and luxury, is owing to the labour and 
industry of these poor people. When you become 
the ruler of the State, look upon the fostering of 
this humble but useful class as your first and 
highest duty.” 1 have always respected this advice, 
and endeavoured to live in accordance with it ; and 
the well-being of the cultivator, and the protection 

^ See Appendix D. 
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of his rights, is a first charge on the administration, 
and the object to whicli my highest efforts are 
directed. 

When the ]\Iutiny, and with it the rule of the 
East India Company, came to an end, the services 
which Nawab Sikandar Begain had rendered to 
the British Government were recognized and re- 
warded. In 18G1, a state durhar was lield at 
.Tabbalpiir, in which Lord Canning, as the repre- 
sentative of Her Majesty the Queen, in a speech 
addressed to the Begam, acknowledged her loyalty 
and friendship during the Mutiny, and placed in 
her hands the grant in sovereignty of the district 
of Bairasia.^ It was formally taken possession of 
on May 1st, 1861, when Nawfib Sikandar Begam, 
Nawab Shah Jahan Begam, Nawiib Umrao Dula, 
Nawdb Kudsia Begam, Naw^b Sulaiman Jahan 
Begam, and I myself, ■with the chief nobles and 
officers of the State, went to Bairasfa to take 
part in the ceremony. A salute of seven guns 
was fired fr-om tlie Fatehgarh fort to announce the 
transfer. In the following year, at a durbar held 
at AllahdbM, the Begam was invested with the 
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India.® In the 
* same durbar, medals and titles were also conferred 
upon Mahdraja Kyaji Rao Sindhia, the Nawiib 
Sdhib of Rampfrr, and the Maharaja of Patiala. 

> Bairasfa formerly formed part of the state of Dhar^ but was after- 
wards confiscated. 

* The law enjoins tliat the insignia of the Star of India shall be 
returned to the Government after the death of the recipient. The Star 
of Nawah Sikandar Begam was, tlierefore, returned after lier death ; 
but three years later it was conferred upon her daughter and successor^ 
Nawab Shah Jahan Begam. 
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After this durbar, Nawab Sikandar Begam \dsited 
Benares, Fyzabad, Lucknow, and Delhi/ On her 
return, on November 1st, 1861, she gave a dinner 
to her European friends to celebrate the honour 
which had been conferred upon her. The enter- 
tainment, the arrangements for which had been in 
the hands of Dr. Thomson, Agency Surgeon, was 
a magnificent one; and, notwithstanding the in- 
convenience of the journey to Bhopdl, owing to 
the absence of railway connection. Major Meade, 
and a large number of other guests, were present. 
My bismillah ceremony, inaugurating the com- 
mencement of my studies, was also performed at 
this time, and all the guests took part in the 
festi^^ties connected with it. 

In 1860, the Begam attended another durbar 
at AkbarabM, the famous capital of the Mughal 
Emperors, at which eighty-four Central Indian 
Chiefs were present. On entering the durbar hall, 
she was met by the Viceroy, who, after the 
usual formalities of welcome, said, “ Lord Canning, 
on his return to London, spoke Very highly of 
you to Her Majesty, who was greatly pleased, and 
said she would much like to see you.” In this 

' Describlug this journey in her hook Tdrihli Tnj-^uI~Ikbdl, Nawab 
Sikandar Begam tells liow she went to see the grand mosque of Shall 
Jalmn. Its gates were closed^ but as a special favour to her^ the 
ofHccrs in charge caused them to be opened and allowed lier to enter. 
After describing the mosque, she writes nothing more on the subject. 
But Captain Hutchinson^ formerly Political Agent in Bhopal^ in a 
letter dated April 7^ 1862, says that the mosque of Delhi liad been 
closed by the orders of Government on account of tlie behaviour of the 
Muhammadans of the city during the Mutiny, and that it was at 
the request of Nawab Sikandar Begam that it was once more opened 
to the public. He also states that on its being reopened the Begam 
was the drst person to enter and perform her prayers. 
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durl)Jir, she was also presented with a robe of 
lionour, as a mark of appreciation of her wise and 
loyal government. Lord Lawrence, in the course 
of an able and instructive speech delivered in Urdu, 
and dealing with the principles of State admini- 
stration, spoke as follows in praise of Nawab 
Sikandar Begam and the iSIaharaja Sindhia : ** The 
British Government will honour that Chief most 
who excels in the good management of his people, 
who does most to put down crime and improve 
the condition of his country. There are Chiefs 
in this durbar who have acquired a reputation 
in this way ; I may mention the j\Iaharaja Sindhia 
and the Begam of Bhopal.” 

1 have not thought it necessary to describe 
these durbars at length, a full account of them 
being contained in my Mother’s book. Nawab 
Sikandar Begam, seeing her services so thankfully 
acknowledged and so liberallj^ rewarded, determined 
to show her gratitude to Almighty God bj^ making 
a pilgrimage to Mecca.* Accordingly, in 1280 a.ii. 
(1804 A.D.), her pious resolution was accomplished, 
and, not^vithstanding the difficulties and dangers 
of the journey, nearly fifteen hundred persons 
accompanied her. Thus, not only was she pre- 
eminent amongst contemporary Chiefs for the 
wisdom of her rule and the loyalty of her friend- 
ship to the British Throne, she also enjoyed the 
distinction of being the first Muhammadan ruler 
in India , to perforin the liaj. The nobles and 

^ There is no 'duty more difiicult for a Muliammadan lady than tlio 
performance of the )iaj ; and history show’s that^ with the exception 
of Gulbadau Begam^ tho danghter-in-law of Akbar^ no lad}' of the 
Timnrian dynasty ever accomplished it. 


2 
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men of rank in Mecca showed her both honour 
and friendship, and the representatives of the 
Ottoman Empire received her with tire respect 
and distinction to which her rank entitled her. 

Nawab Sikandar Begam lived for five years 
after her pilgrimage to Mecca. She departed 
this life on the evening of Friday, the 13th of 
the month Ra-jab, in the year 1285 a.h., and 
laid at the feet of her Creator the burdens of 
regency and sovereignty, which for twenty-three 
years she had faithfully borne. 

God alone is immortal. 

Nawab Sikandar Begam, although born to rank 
'and grandeur, loved simplicity, and was so averse 
fi’om all forms of outward display that she even 
forbade the erection of a dome over her grave. 
To high .and low alike she extended the same 
affable courtesy. Although a woman, she possessed 
all the soldierly qualities that had distinguished 
her predecessors. Her personality insphed both 
love and respect. In a word, the enlightened 
ability of her administration surpasses, that of any 
other ruler whose lot it has been to govern un- 
aided in times as critical. To this day her memory 
is cherished with honour and affection in the hearts 
of the people of Bhopal ; and the grey-haired 
amongst them, who remember her days, delight 
to recount to their grandchildren stories of the 
fame, the power, the kindness, and the charity 
of her whom they love to call Sikandar the Good. 
During the twenty-three years of her reign, Bhopal 
was transformed into a new State. She saw the 
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seed, wliich her owi li;inds hiid sown, spring up, 
and become a goodly tree, and God lengthened 
her da3's that she might taste the fruit thereof. 
Alay her descendants, who dwell beneath its shade, 
so tend it that its leaves may ever remain green 
and its fruit become more and more abundant. 

I have not space at ni)^ disposal to describe 
all the benefits of this happy reign. 'I'hey may 
be summarized as follows: The State army was 
entirely remodelled ; the revenue was increased 
from eleven to twenty-four lakhs; the debt of 
twenty-three lakhs left by Jahangir Muhammad 
Khan and Faujdar IMuhammad Khan was paid 
off, and the mortgaged lands were redeemed ; the 
State Avas divided up into iiizamais,^ and each 
vizumai was connected Avith the capital city bj^ 
a metalled road ; sanitary and other improvements 
AArere made in the city itself; the roads, Avhich 
Avere before so narroAV that only a doolij or a xowdr 
could pass along them, Avere sufficiently Avidened 
to admit every kind of vehicle, and Avere properly 
illuminated at night ; tAvo large schools AA^ere 
opened, one, the Sulaimania School, for the 
education of the inhabitants generally, and the 
other, the Victoria School, named after Her 
Majesty the Queen, for teaching trades and handi- 
crafts; revenue and judicial laAvs Avere compiled, 
and a neAV and impiwed police force Avas organized 
for the detection of crime; and last, but by no 
means least, the administration of the Jdgi?'s Avas 
carefully and thoroughly reformed. Indeed, so 
successful Avas NaAv^b Silcandar Begam in all her 
^ See Appendix D. 
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administrative undertakings, that I^ord La'WTence, 
as we liave abeady stated, in the presence of 
eighty-four ruling Chiefs, spoke of her as one 
whose example was worthy of imitation by all 
rulers of states. Ever attended bjr good fortune, 
her life was, indeed, one to excite men’s envy. In 
return for the burdens of sovereignty she gained, 
not merely worldly prosperity and fame, but peace 
and everlasting rest for her spirit. Though she 
has passed away, her fair name remains. She is 
not dead, but living still in the hearts of her people, 
immortalized by her own good deeds. 

Her desire for the firmness and permanency of 
British Rule was honest and sincere, and she lost 
■no opportunity of giving practical proof of her 
good faith. After her death. Sir Henry Daly, 
Agent to the Governor-General, in his report to 
the Government of India, vTote as follows : 

Perhaps in no Native State have the relations 
with the Government of India been accepted so 
cordially and firmly as in Bhopdl. In ^he darkest 
hours of mutiny, with disaffection at her side, 
nothing turned the Sikandar Begam from her 
fidelity and allegiance. She possessed rare energy 
of character and capacity for government, and 
with all her energy and capacity she was true to 
British Rule. It was her pride to be known as 
the faithful Feudatory of tlie Queen of England ; 
and almost her last breath was in prayer for the 
happiness of Her Majesty, her family, and Govern- 
ment. 

On the news of her death, mourning was pro- 
claimed in the Agency at Sehore, and on the day . 
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of burial all public offices and places of business 
in the city were closed. Through a letter addressed 
to Nawab Shah Jahan Begam by the Duke of 
Argyll, Secretary of State for India, Her Majesty 
the Queen communicated her deep sorrow and 
regret at this “ much-lamented event ” ; and, in 
offering her condolences to the family, expressed 
a hope that my Mother would endeavour to 
emulate the high virtues which had characterized 
the illustrious Princess whom she was succeeding.’ 
Captain Hutchmson, Political Agent, Mr. Hamil- 
ton, Colonel Durand, Captain Eden, Colonel 
]\Ieade, and many other gentlemen, including Sir 
Lepel Griffin, Agent to the Governor-General for 
Central India, have all, on many occasions, testified 
to the noble qualities of Nawab Sikandar Begam, 
and to this day all communications from the 
supreme Government are preluded by a reference 
to her capacity and allegiance. 

^ The letter ran ns follows : 

India Office^ London, July 18G9. 

To Her Highness Nawad Shah Jahan Begaai of BiiofaIj. 

My ESTEK31ED Fnii:ND, 

1 have received the commands of the Queen to communicate to 
your Highness the sincere regret with which Her Majesty has Icanit 
tlie death of your Mother, Her Iliglmess Nawab Sihaudar Begam of 
Bhopal, and to offer to you her affectionate condolence cm tliis much- 
lamented event And I nm, at the same time, to express to you Her 
Majest^^’s assurance that she feels every confidence that Your Highness 
will administer the country under your charge wth the wisdom and 
benevolence which characterized the goverumeut of the illustrious 
Princess whom you have succeeded. 

That Your Highness may cujoy length of days and conUiiued 
prosperity is tiio heartfelt desire of 

^ Your Highness’s sincere friend and well-wisher, 

{Signed) Argyll. 
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Her Highness Nawab Sikandar Begam came to 
Bhopal like an angel of mercy. She has gone 
back to the abode of the angels, but the blessings 
she brought ^vith her remain, and as long as the 
State endures they shall not pass away. 

No account of the reign of Nawab Sikandar 
Begam can be complete which does not make 
some reference to the chief nobles and Ministers 
of her court. It is a happy thing for both ruler 
and ruled when those who hold high offices are 
men of integrity, diligence, ability, and enlighten- 
ment. And it is another instance of the good 
fortune which invariably attended Nawab Sikandar 
Begam that her first and second Ministers, the 
Commander-in-Chief of her army, and her Private 
Secretary were all men endowed with the above- 
mentioned qualities. 

Her First Minister was Mauhd Muhammad 
Jamdl-ud-din Khdn Sahib, a man known through- 
out Hindustan for the piety and simplicity of 
his life, and who possessed unique qualifications 
for his important office. Besides being a theo- 
logian and a statesman, he possessed military 
talents of no mean order. History affords few 
instances of men so richly and so variously 
endowed. His piety Avas manifested by his zeal 
for religious instruction, and by his punctuality in 
the performance of religious rites. The assistance 
he gaA’^e to the Begam in the affairs of the State, 
and the impartiality and justice which he brought 
to bear on his ministerial functions, prove his 
ability and enlightenment. It is a sufficient proof 
of his soldierly qualities that at the time when 
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railways, bicycles, and motor-cars were unknown, 
he thought nothing of mounting a camel at nine 
o’clock at night and riding to Indore, a distance 
of more than a hundred miles. Reaching this 
place in eight hours, he would transact his business 
ivith the Agent to the Governor-General, start on 
his return journey at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and reach Bhopal the same night. For a con- 
siderable period of time he was obliged to perform 
this journey once, and sometimes twice, in a week. 
He enjoyed the full confidence of the Begam and 
the political officers, and his lo3falty to the State was 
only equalled by that of his mistress to the British 
Government. A jdglr of twenty-eight thousand 
rupees was conferred upon him. He survived the 
Begam bj^ fourteen years, and witnessed manj'' of 
those revolutionary changes by which her death 
was followed, changes by which he himself was 
not a little affected. His old age was troubled 
by the envy and ingi’atitude of one of his OAvn 
relatives, Muhammad Sidik Hasan Khan. The 
treatment which the old Minister met "with at the 
hands of this man would have been esteemed 
inhuman had it been meted out to an alien and an 
enemy. Sidik Hasan Khan used every endeavour 
to undermine his power, and influence, hoping 
thereby to drive him from his office and to become 
himself the First Minister of the State. Muhammad 
Jamdl-ud-dra often, and with sorrow, confided to 
me the afflictions of his later days. He showed 
me much kindness, and taught me both Arabic 
and Persian, and I acknowledge, with all a pupil’s 
gratitude, the excellence of his methods of instruc- 
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tion. He departed this life in the year 1299 a.h., 
without male issue, but leaving behind him 
daughters to perpetuate his race. The_ mosques 
and other buildings which he made are memorials 
of him that time may obliterate ; but his generous 
and kindly nature made for him other memorials 
in the hearts of his fellow men which time cannot 
spoil. Nor will his piety be forgotten ; rather will 
the memory of it be kept ever fresher and more 
fi’esh, not by the mosques which he built, but by 
Jthe prayer of the pious by which five times daily 
^ those mosques Avill be beautified. 

The name of the Second Minister was Rdja 
Kishen Ram. He was a member of the Kayasth 
section of the Hindu community, and a clever 
muiishi. He was also an able and sagacious 
revenue officer, and during his tenure of office 
he brought the revenue department, of which he 
was the head, to a high state of efficiency. Like 
Birbal, in the days of Akbar, he may be counted 
as one of the jewels of the court. 

Hafiz Muhammad Hasan Khan, Nasrat-i-Jang, 
was the Commander-in-Chief of the State army. 
He was raised to this office after having gained 
military experience under his predecessor, Bakshi 
Mura^^r\vat IMuhammad Khan. At the time of 
the Mutiny, when his fellow officers were engaged 
in protecting the city, he was appointed to com- 
mand that portion of the State army which was 
dispatched to help the English in maintaining 
peace in the neighbouring districts. It is enough 
to say that, by his distinguished services in behalf 
of law and order, by his faithfulness to the State, 
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and by the conscientiousness which, characterized 
all his acts, he won the regard and honour both of 
the Begam and of the British Government. He 
was decorated with a medal, and made a Com- 
panion of the Star of India. Of the distinguished 
servants of Nawab Sikandar Begam, Bakshi Mu- 
hammad Hasan Khfin, above referred to, was the 
only one who sundved tiU my o^vn I'cign. He was 
a brave man, and of a generous and honourable 
disposition. He died in 1321 a.h. TJie Private 
Secretary was l^Iunshi Husein Kh^n. He was 
my English teacher, and he also filled the post 
of Private Secretary to my I\Iother, Nawab Shah 
Jahan Begam. 

In this connection it is fitting that I should 
make mention of those political officers whose 
sympathy and single-mindedness contributed so 
largely to the success of the rule of Nawdb 
Sikandar Begam, and won for them not only her 
gratitude, but that of her successors also. The 
memory of their friendship and honourable dealings 
will be an heritage to the people of Bhopdl for 
many generations. When it became manifest that 
the administration of Faujdar Muhammad Khan 
.was in the highest degree injurious to the State, 
Captain Eden and Captain Joseph Cunningham 
supported the claims of Nawab Sikandar Begam, 
and, by expelling Faujdar Muhammad Khan from 
his office, caused her to be appointed regent in 
his stead. Her subsequent appointment as actual 
ruler of the State was brought about by Sir 
Richmond Shakespeare and Captain Hutchinson. 
These officers themselves placed her on the viasnad 
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on the 9th of Shawwdl, 1276 a.h., and proclaimed 
Nawab Shah Jahan Begam heir-apparent. There 
can be no doubt that this act was as ^\ase 'as it was 
just. From Colonel Meade and Major Durand ^ she 
received both good advice and sympathy, and in 
the making of the settlement, and the reforms in 
the administration of jdgirs, she owed much to 
their assistance. It is no mere figure of speech 
when I say that it is to officers such as these that 
England owes her fame and her prosperity — men 
endowed Muth those qualities of heart and mind 
which it is the peculiar pride of the English race 
to possess, and which have gained for it superiority 
over ever)’^ other nation in the world. In Bhopal 
their names will ever be remembered with respect, 
gratitude, and affection. 

' Major (afterwards Sir) Henry Marion Durand was acting for Sir 
Robert Hamilton as Agent to the Governor-General for Central India 
at tlie time of the meeting. The following is a list of the Agents to 
the Governor-General during the reigns of Nawab Sikandar Begam 
and Nawab Shah Jahan Begam : 

Sir Robert Hamilton 1854-1859 

Colonel Sir Richmond Shakespeare . . . ^1859-1861 
Colonel (afterwards General Sir) Richard Meade . 1861-18G9 

Lieut-General Sir H. Daly 1869-1881 

Sir Lepel Griffin 1881-1888 

Mr. F. Henvey ....... 1888-1890 

Mr. (afterwards Sir) R. Crosthwaite . . . 1890-1894 
Colonel (afterwards Sir) David W. K. Barr. . 1894-1900 

Mr. C. S. Bayley, C.S.I. ..... 1900-1905 





CHAPTER III 


MV CHILDHOOD 

The description of my early life contained in 
the Tnj-vl-Ikbdl is so brief and void of detail, 
that it seems to me better that I should myself 
give some account of my education and general 
training, and the way in which the days of my 
childhood were passed. 

I was born in the year 1274 a.h. (18.58 a.d.), 
and I cannot help recording this fact with feelings 
of pride, for it was a year rieh in memorable 
events, and the forerunner of a prosperous and 
happy era. Before the year 1857, as my readers 
know, the English, although masters of India, left 
the administration of its affairs in the hands of a 
Company, and many parts of the country were 
stiU in a disturbed and lawless state. Railways 
and the telegraph had scarcely been introduced: 
trunk-roads and district higlmays were few and 
ill-maintained : higher education was scarcely 
thought of, and schools existed only in a few of 
the large cities. Baclrvvardness was visible on 
every side; and, if the country was advancing at 
aU, its progress was too slow to be apparent. But 
it pleased God that this state of affairs should 
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come to an end. The Mutiny of ’57 was not a 
mere chance event. It may be wdser to draw a 
veil over its dark tragedies; but let us ^ not forget 
that it was a touchstone on which, if the loyalty 
of some turned to dross, that of many others 
showed bright and clear ; and that, if its darloiess 
was black, it was the darkness that came before 
the dawn. 

The year 1858 is a memorable one in the annals 
of India. It witnessed the restoration of peace, 
the abolition of the Company, and the assumption 
by Her Majesty Queen "N^ictoria of the reins of 
government. It witnessed the arrival of her 
Majesty’s Dispatch, the JMagna Carta of India, 
which, like a sun rising in the West, brought life 
and vigour to the fainting East, and dispersing tlie 
clouds of ignorance, insecurity, and distrust, spread 
in their stead the light of peace, progress, and 
knowledge. And it witnessed the beginning of 
that rule which, though ushered in by the sword, 
has won, by its beneficence and justice, the willing 
obedience of a loyal people. The year 1858 w^as, 
in fact, the standard-bearer, behind whom marched 
the armies of civilization and progress, led onward 
by Western thought and AVestern enterprise, to do 
battle against the darkness of this land. If my 
birth at this time is not a thing on which I have 
a right to pride myself, I must at least regard it 
as a high privilege, and one for which I shall never 
cease to thank Almighty God. 

Before my birth even my own country was not 
free from the troubles of revolt. In the district 
of Gadhi Ambapani a rising had taken place, set 
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on foot by Fitzil Muhfimmad KliJin. Nawab 
Sikandar Begam Wiis greatly distressed at the pro- 
longation of these disturbances, and was much 
concerned on account of the hardships which they 
entailed on her troops ; for scarcely had they had 
time to draw breath after their services during 
the Mutiny, when this second revolt broke out, 
and threw the whole district once more into the 
ivildest confusion. This happened about six 
months before my birth, and, as the Begam was 
one day meditating upon the difficulties of her 
surroundings, she made a vow that if, b}’- the 
grace of God, the revolt could be put down ere 
these six months were past, the district of Amba- 
pani should become her grandchild’s jdgfr. She 
prayed that it might happen according to her wish, 
and her prayer was granted. For it is written in 
His Holy Word, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
faith, ye shall receive.” The insun’ection was 
quelled; and when, on the 27tli of the month 
Zil Kadah, in the year 1274 A.ir. (.luly 10th, 18.58), 
my birth took place, the above-mentioned district 
became my jdgfr} 

Both the Kudsia Begam and Nawilb Sikandar 
.Begam had looked forward to the birth of a son, 

^ JdgiT, Persian Jif, "a place”; Gir^ "occupying.” "A tenure 
common under the Muhammadan Government^ in which the public 
revenue of a given tract of land was made over to a servant of the 
State^ together with the powers requisite 'to enable him to collect such 
reA'enue^ and administer tlic general government of tlic district. . . . 
Tlie assignment was either for a stated term^ or^ more usually^ for the 
lifetime of the holder^ lapsing, on his deaths to the State, altiiough 
not unusually renewed to his heir, and sometimes specified to be a 
hereditary assignment, without which specification it was held to be 
a life-tenure only” (Hughe’s Dictionarg of Islam), 
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for it was a matter of sorrow to tliem that for fifty- 
eight years no male child had been born in the 
family. When, conlTary to these hopes, I made 
my entrance into the world, the Begam showed 
none of the regret which the birth of a girl might 
naturally have been expected to cause ; and as soon 
as she saw me, animated by I know not what 
thoughts and emotions, she clasped me in her arms 
and said, “ Thank God I am not one of those 
about whom it is written : 

And when nil}' of them is told of the birth of a female, 
his face becometh black, and he is deeply afllicted. ‘ 

This child is dearer to me than seven sons.” 
Indeed, had a son been born, she could not have 
rejoiced more. 

The news of my birtli was proclaimed by a 
salute of guns, and entertainments and feasts were 
provided for all the servants of the State, as 
well as for the general public both in the city 
and in the districts, while presents of clothes were 
distributed among the poor. For six months 
these rejoicings continued, shared by nobles and 
commons alike. My birth, coinciding as it did 
with the advent of the new era, gave a double 
signification to the occasion, and on every side 
the air resounded with the music of peace and 
happiness. 

Before 1 had reached the age of two years, Nawdb 
Sikandar Begam had been confirmed as the ruler 
of the State, and the law of succession had been 
established. At the Jabbalpur durbar the district 

^ Sale’s translation of tlie Koran. 
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of Bairasia had been formerly made over to the 
State, thus increasing both its area and its popu- 
lation: and tlie Begam had had the honour of 
receiving a khthU, and of being invested with the 
JMost Exalted Order of the Star of India. It is 
no wonder, then, that she regarded my birth as an 
auspicious event. Day by day .she treated me 
with more and more kindness. Indeed, her love 
for me outweighed that of my parents and of all 
the other members of my family combined. I was 
the main object of her life, around which all her 
hopes and pleasures centred. Whenever she went 
on tour, she used to leave me in the care of my 
Mother, lest the diHiculties of travelling through 
hilly regions and over rough roads might prove 
too mucli for me ; but she never failed to arrange 
that news of my welfare should reach her daily. 
And although I was so young that I could neither 
read nor understand what was read to me, yet she 
continually wrote letters to me full of expressions 
of love and affection. After my marriage, these 
letters were given to me by my Mother, and, 
although I neither remember receiving them nor 
hearing them read, I never look upon them now 
■\vithout pleasure. 

For the first five years of my life I experienced 
only my Grandmothei’’s fostering care, play being 
the only matter to which I gave any serious atten- 
tion. At the close of this period the foundation 
of my education was laid, ■\\dth the customary 
invocation of the divine blessing. A regular coui’se 
of study was prescribed for me, and my daily 
routine was as follow's : 
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Before Noon 


From 5 

o’clock to G. Open-air exercise. 

99 

6 

99 

„ 7. Morning meal. 

99 

8 

99 

„ ] 0. Reading of the Kordn. 

99 

10 

99 

„ 11. Breakfast with Nawdb Sik- 
andar Begam. 

99 

11 

99 

„ 12. Recreation. 

After Noon 

99 

12 

99 

„ 1. Handwriting lesson. 

99 

1 

99 

„ 3. English lesson. 

99 

3 

99 

„ 4. Persian lesson. 

99 

4> 

99 

„ 5. Arithmetic. 

99 

5 

99 

„ 5.30. Pashtu lessons and fenc- 
ing practice alternately. 

99 

5. 

.30 „ 

„ G. Riding lesson. 

99 

6 

99 

„ 7. Evening meal. 

And so at 8 

o’clock to bed. 


The following were my teachers : 


Reading the Kordn 

Translation and tqfain 
of the Koran . 
Handwriting 
English 
Persian 
Arithmetic . 

Fencing 

Riding. 

Pashtu 


Hafiz Syad Muhammad 
Surati. 

\ 

Maulavi Jamal-nd-dm. 
Razil Ali Slnrin Rakam. 
Munshi Husein Khan. 
Maulavi Bukhari. 

Guru .If Pandit Ganpat 
Rai. 

Syad Amir Ali. 

Ustdd Hakdad Khdn. 
Aklidnd Sahib. 


All the arrangements connected vdth my educa- 
tion, health, and guardianship were in the hands 
of my Grandmother, and I remained by her side 
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day and night, three evenings only in each week 
being spent with my Mother. In 1280 a.h. my 
Grandmother performed the haj. Distressed at the 
idea of being separated from me, she had desired 
to take me with her on her pilgrimage, together 
with my Mother and my Father, Nawdb Umrao 
Dula. The Nawdb Sdhib was quite willing to go, 
but my mother was so terrified at the idea of a 
journey by sea, and made so many stipulations, 
that the idea of taking her had to be abandoned ; 
and, consequently, the Nawdb Sdhib also was 
obliged to remain behind. The Begam set out 
from Bhopdl on the 24th of Jamddi-ul-awwal, 
1280 A.H. (November 5th, 1863), and the moment 
when she took her farewell of me is still fresh in 
my mind. There is no doubt that the parting was 
a great trial to her, and nothing but her desire to 
show her gratitude to God, and the knowledge 
that she was performing a religious duty, would 
have reconciled her to it. Every post brought 
letters from her, containing injunctions in regard 
to my education, besides numerous other instruc- 
tions for my Mother, which clearly manifest the 
anxiety she was in on my account. The follovmg 
are but a few out of the many that I received : 

Aden, *Ilh Shdldn, 1280. 

“ I thank God that to-day, Saturday, the 7th of 
Shdbdn, 1280 a.h., at 2 p.m., our good ship Indoi'e 
reached Aden in safety, and all of us are well. When- 
ever you think of me, make .ablutions, and perform - 
namaz on the prayer-mat which was sewn for you 
by Zafran, and pray for your grandmother, and ask 
God to bring her back safe and well from the haj." 

8 
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Qth Shahfin, 1280. 

“ I have bought for you, on board the ship, a box 
•\vitli a small space to hold an inkpot, and another 
to keep your letters in ; also a small tooth-powder 
casket, a tea-kettle, a cup, a sweetmeat basket, and 
a bouquet of real sea flowers that grow in the sea ; 
and 1 am sending them, together with similar 
presents for Sulaiman Jahan Begam, with this letter. 
Give your sister’s share to her, and keep your 
own. I’he coloured ruler which I am sending is 
for you only, and not for Sulaiman Jahan Beg.im.” 

17^/1 iS7/rnc?r///, 1280. 

“ I have received your two letters of the 2nd 
Ramazan, and I heartily thank God to hear that 
you are quite well. But the letters are not signed 
by you. I understand that Nawab Shah Jahan 
Begam Sahiba has asked Kanwal Sen to vTite 
answers to mj'^ letters addressed to you ; but he 
has neglected to make you sign them. In future, 
whenever you receive a letter frojii me, you should 
go to Raja Sahib Bahadur, and dictate an answer 
to it with your own lips. Your seal that was with 
Injir Nana I am now sending you through Haji 
Husein, the Agent of Haji Ismail, and, God 
willing, you will soon receive it. I learn from the 
letter of Munshi Husein Khan, Superintendent of 
Post Offices, that you still cry whilst reading the 
Koran, and that you have to be punished. You 
must remember that you are almost gi’own up, 
and that it is, therefore, a great shame for you to 
cry while you are reading, and to have to be 
punished. It is quite time that you gave up this 
bad habit. AVhenever you are tired of reading, 
and you want to do something else, you should 
tell your teacher so, but do not cry. AYhen you 
have finished reading you can go to Alik-ullah 
and practise handmiting. Always tell me about 
Sulaiman Jahan Begam in your letters.” 
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“iMiiccA, 2B//» Shttvnrii/j 1280. 

“ To the fruit of the tree of heart, the star of 
my prosperity and good luck, Sultan Jahiin Begain. 
May God enhance her happiness and prolong her 
life. 

“ I leai'n from the letter of INIunshi Husein Khiin 
that you very often think of me, and grieve 
very much over our sepai’ation. Now, therefore, 1 
TrtT*ite to tell 5 ^ou that when children are parted from 
their parents they should pray to God for reunion, 
and He will grant their prayer, and bring back 
their parents to them. I told you before I left 
Bhopdl that, God wiling, I should return after a 
year. Now there are 12 months in a year, and 
30 days in a month; and if you go to the Raja 
Sdhib he will help you to find out how many days 
there are in a 5 ^ear, and then you will know when 
I am coming back. I should like to know what 
words you are learning to write now ; so send me 
some of your copy-books. AVhen you dictate your 
letters to me, say ever 5 rthing that comes into your 
mind : but, dear child, do not grieve for me at all. 
God wiling, I will return as soon as I have per- 
formed my haj., Your Tnjir Ndna performs the 
iawdf^ oftener than any one else. He prays 
continually for your health, prosperity, and long 
life. He hopes you will finish the Koran before 
we return, and that you no longer cry whilst 
reading it, for it is our Sacred Book, and it is our 
duty to study it cheerfully.” 

These letters I read wth the most eager joy; 
but how much greater was my pleasure when, 

^ Taxvdf means making the circuit of the House of the Caaha at 
Mecca. It is one of the principal ceremonies connected with the 
pilgrimage^ and is often repeated many limes. And let them pay 
their vows; and compass the ancient house” (Sale's Translation of 
the Korun^ ch. xxii*). 
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after the expiration of a year, came the news of 
her approaching return. 

On tlie day of her arrival, my Fatlier, Nawab 
Umrao Dula, together with all tlie nobles and 
chief officials of the State, assembled at Sikand- 
antbad, three miles outside Hhopal, to bid her 
welcome ; and, to ni}^ great joy, I was taken with 
them. As soon as her cavalcade came in sight, she 
saw me, though she was yet a long way off, for 
we were both mounted on elephants. Instinctively 
she stretched out her arms to me, and I remember 
how I wished that I had wings that I might fly 
to her. In a short time our elephants were side- 
by-side, and the next moment I was in her lap. 
Until the appointed 'halting-place was reached she 
continued to shower blessings and caresses upon 
me, while tears of joy and thankfulness fell from 
her eyes. Those, indeed, are pleasant da5^s to 
recall, the days when I was absolute monarch in 
childliood’s happj^ kingdom, with trouble, sorrow, 
and care banished from my dominions. 

One of the first things Nawab Sikandar Begam 
did after her return was to put me through an 
examination, to find out what progi*ess my edu- 
cation had made during her absence. Since I 
had taken care to follow to the letter the in- 
junctions she had given me, I passed this test with 
credit, and became a greater favourite with her 
than' ever. My studies went regularly on, and 
whenever the Political Agent, or any other 
English gentleman, came to Bhopitl, the Begam 
used to ask them to examine me in English, and 
to mite me a certificate as to the result of the 
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exaniinjiiion. 'I’lic object of Ibis expedient was 
two-fold ; it was meant to stimulate my own zeal 
for study, and to enable my Grandmother, who 
was not aequainted Avith English, to form a 
correct idea of the progress I Avas making. These 
certificates, of Avhich the folloAving Avill scr\'e as 
examples, I haA'e cai*efully preser\'ed to this day. 


UosmAY CA«iTM:, Mmf 

To Her Hioiiness Sui.tax .Taiiax UECArki 
or Biiopai. 


Youii Higuxess, 

I haA’e rcceiA'ed j^oiir kind letter Avritten in 
Persian and English, and Avas gratified to obserAfe 
the progress you arc making in your studies. 

Accept my best AA’ishes for your Avelfarc and 
happiness, in AV’hich Lady Frerc joins me, and 
belieA’e me, 

Your sincere friend, 

{Signed) W. E. Fiieiie. 


GwALion Agency, Ncm Ycar’t Day, lBli7. 

I am greatly pleased to have had an opportunity 
of hearing the Princess Sultan .fahan repeat her 
lessons. Her Highness can read English in the 
First Header fluently and correctly, has been Avell 
and carefully grounded in the first rules of 
Grammar, and altogether possesses a knoAvledge of 
the language Avhich, considering her tender years, 
gives great promise for the future, and is very 
creditable to her instructor. 

I hope some day to have an opportunity of 
certifying to still higher attainments on the part 
of the Princess, Avho, having so early made sueh 
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remarkable progress on the ladder of learning, 
requires onl}'^ continued diligence and attention to 
surmount every step, and thus to qualily herself 
for the exalted position she will occupy.' 

{Sig7icd) A. W. Hu'J’CHixson, 

Political Agent, Gtodlior. 

In the year 1284 a.h., my renowned and 
honoured father Nawab Umrao Dula died. iRIy 
love for my Grandmother, combined with my 
tender age, did much to mitigate my grief, but 
my Grandmother herself felt the blow very keenly. 
Indeed, her heart never entirely recovered from 
this sorrow, and she never ceased to deplore the 
loss of one who had proved himself a loyal and 
obedient son-in-law, as well as a kind and loving 
husband. '\^^ho could have believed that, ere the 
expiration of sixteen months, she herself would 
have passed away from this world! My age at 
the time of her death, which, as I have already 
mentioned, took place in 1285 a.h., was 10 years 
and 7 months, but I can feel as plainly as 
if it were yesterday the grief wliicli fell upon 
me. Her kindly deeds are ever in my mind, 
her wise counsels come daily to my aid, and I 
never cease to offer up prayers for the welfare 
of her soul. 

I now commenced to live permanently with my 
mother, Nawab Shah Jahan Begam, but my mind 
was constantly depressed with sad thoughts. My 
IMother sincerely sympathized with me, and gave 
me aU the consolation in her power. I was now her- 
only child, for her younger daughter, Sulaiman 
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Jahan Begam,^ died of small-pox at the age of 
five, in the year 1277 a.h. In these altered cir- 
cumstances the arrangements for my education 
were entirely changed. The handwriting exer- 
cises were ^ven up altogether, and my usual hours 
of study dwindled down to four a day. In my 
jMother’s eyes it was much more important th.at 
I should acquire experience in domestie and official 
duties, than that I should progress in scholarly 
knowledge. The Konin I Iiad read througli before 
I was eleven years old ; but I was now made to 
study it a second time, and for an hour daily 
jMaulavi Jamal-iid-dm was employed in explaining 
to me the Holy Book and its commentaries. I 
read English for two hours a day, and Persian for 
one hour. These were the only actual lessons 
I had, but in addition to them I was made to 
read, and Arate orders upon various official papers 
Avhich it Avas noAv Her Highness’s practice to send 
me daily. The folloAving panodnahs^ Avhich I 
receiA^ed from time to time Avill give some idea 
of tlie system under AAdiich I Avas educated after 
my Grandmother’s death : 

(1) It has been brought to my notice that at 
the present time your studies are not being pursued 
with regularity, and it is not clear in Avhat manner 

^ Sallibzadi Sulaiman Jahdn JBcgam was born on the 12th of Jamadi- 
nl-awwal^ about tliree years after my own birth: In spite of her 
having been vaccinated^ she ^vas attacked by small-pox. The physician 
who treated hcr^ Hakim Jan Sdhibj mistook the nature of the disease 
from which she was suffering, and administered tiie 'ivrong medicine^ 
which did her great harm. She died on the 13th of Muharram, 1282 a.h. 

^ The Persian word parwdnah signifies^ literally^ a written order. 
It is a common term for any vernacular letter addressed to a 
subordinate officer, 
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you employ your time from morning till evening. 
These are the hours which you should devote to 
study. You are, therefore, to draw up a time- 
table of the work that you are doing. On re- 
ceiving this, 1 wiU myself send you a revised 
time-table for your daily guidance. 

(2) You are to study the Holy Koran, with 
translation, from 7 a.m. till 9 a.m. with the Madar- 
ul-muham Sahib. You may then take your 
morning meal and rest. Between 2 and 4 p.m., 
you are to read the official papers which I shall 
send to you, and write on them any orders that 
you consider necessary. Afl;er 4 o’clock, your 
time is at your own disposal. You may go for 
a walk, or attend to household matters, or employ 
yourself in any way that you like. 

(3) I am pleased to send you two certificates in 
English: one from Major Hutchinson, PoUtical 
Agent in Gwalior, and the other from Major 
Wood. These certificates you should regard as 
a sanad. I hope that you will so persevere with 
your English studies that you may gain many 
more such certificates. 

(4) I have received your letter in which you say 
that you would like to send your filers of official 
papers to me, so that I may see the orders that 
you have passed upon them. I am very glad to 
grant your request. Let all the papers, along 
with drafts of your orders, be sent to me. It will 
be stiU better if you yourself coiiie to me, so that 
you may the better understand the corrections that 
have to be made in them. 

(5) You are to sign all urgent papers every day, 
and those that are not marked urgent twice a. 
week, just as I myself am accustomed to do. 
1 hope that you mU strictly observ^e these in- 
structions, so that the people concerned may not 
complain of delay. 
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On the first day of Shdban, in the year 1285 a.h. 
(November 16th, 1868), Nawab Shah Jahan Begam 
ascended the throne, and I, at the same time, was 
proclaimed heir-apparent and received a khildt. 
At a durbar held on this occasion, at which 
Colonel l\Ieade, Agent to the Governor-General 
in Central India, and Colonel Osborne, C.B., 
Political Agent in Bhopal, were present, 1 made 
the first speech of my life. It was as follows : . 

“ I thank God who of His great goodness has 
advanced me to this dignity, and I thank the 
Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, 
and the Political Agent in Bhopal, who have ap- 
pointed me heir-apparent, and my Mother ruler 
of Bhopal : I pray that the merciful God will keep 
me loyal to the British Government during the 
whole of my life.” 

All those who were present were delighted -with 
my speech, and marvelled that one so young could 
speak ^vith such clearness and confidence. 

When a Muhammadan child has completed the 
reading of the Holy Koran it is customary to - 
mark the occasion with great rejoicings, and for 
this purpose the ceremony of naslirali takes place. 

Ill the case of both my Mother and my Grand- 
mother the nashrali had been performed with 
great splendour. So in 1288 a.h., my Mother 
decided that my o^vn nashrah should be cele- 
brated; and since this was the first occasion on 
which she had ever arranged a ceremony for me, 
it was performed on a grand and liberal scale. 
Invitations were sent to the Emropean officers at 
the Residency and the Agency, and to the neigh- 
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bouring Chiefs, and entertainments were also pro- 
vided for the servants of the State and the citizens 
of Bhopal. Every night the streets were illumin- 
ated, and brilliant displays of fireworks took place. 
Festhdties of various lands were continued 
throughout a whole month, the entire cost amount- 
ing to Rs. 2,96,419. 9. G. 

In the same year Nawab Shah Jahan Begam 
married her second husband Sidik Hasan Khan, 
an event which marked the commencement of one 
of the unhappiest periods of my life. Intrigue 
became rife in the palace, and every kind of at- 
tempt was made to undermine my IMother’s 
affection for me, which in truth began to lessen 
day by day. The story of these days is best left 
untold, and I shall now pass on to the only event 
of interest which took place during the time that 
I remained in my JMother’s charge, namely, my 
marriage, an account of which Avill form a fitting 
conclusion to the history of my early life. 
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It is necessary that I should, at this point, give 
a brief account of my Father and his family that 
my readers may be able to understand the reasons 
which led Nawab Sikandar'Begam to select as the 
husband of her daughter a stranger from the 
Mishti KhaU. This Khail, or clan, like that of my 
IMother, the IMirazi Khail, was amongst the most 
famous in the Tirah country. The Afridi, Aurak- 
zai, and Mishti Khail usually lived in the same 
region, and enjoyed a reputation similar to many 
other brave and warlike tribes. The founder of 
the Indian branch of this family was my Great- 
grandfather, Ali Baydzid Khan. He migrated 
from Afghanistan, and, as the Mirdzi Khail were 
nis friends and countrymen, he settled in Bhopal. 

His advent was a great joy. to every one, and 
particularly to Nawab Wazfr Muhammad Khdn: 
for the times were stormy, and the arrival of 
Bayazid Khan was nothing less than a god-send 
to him. He was at once given a jpost in the 
army, as were also his two sons Bahadur Muham- 
mad lOian and Bagh Muhammad Khan, who, 
though young in years, had the bearing of brave 
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and high-spirited youths. Ali Baydzid Khan per- 
formed his military duties in a manner befitting 
a man of birth and courage, and day by day, 
until his death, the Nawab’s respect and affection 
for him increased. His death was soon followed 
by that of his son Bagh Muhammad Khan. 
Bahadur Muhammad Khan, the elder, proved to 
be a true son of his father, and continually gave 
proof of his loyalty and courage, while the Nawab 
reposed such confidence in him that he selected 
him to be companion to his OAvn son Nazir Mu- 
hammad Khan. A short time afterwards, when 
Bhopal was besieged by Jagva Bapu,^ he entrusted 
the defence of the gateway of the Old Fort to 
these two young men, whilst he himself looked 
to the defence of the other entrances. At this 
time the Nawab had very few men at his disposal, 
and it had become necessary that every side of 
the fort and city should be defended. At each 
gateway, therefore, was posted a body of from 
fifty to sixty men under the command of two 
Sirdars. The Old Fort gateway, however, inas- 
much as it was on the edge of a lake, was con- 
sidered to be less vulnerable than the others, and 
a smaller force was set apart for its defence. This 
fact became known to the besiegers, who attacked 
the gateway in such large numbers that they 
forced an entrance into the city. Nazir Mu- 
hammad Khdn and Bahadur Muhammad Khan 
displayed all the courage and warlike qualities 

^ Ja^va Bapu was the general who commanded the forces of Siiidhia. 
For an account of the siege of Bhopal by the combined forces of. 
Gwalior and Indore the reader is referred to The History of Bhopal, 
by Nawab Shah Jahau Bcgam. 
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characteristic of their race. Bahadur IVIuhammad 
Khan was wounded in many places, but A^nth 
great braveiy continued to maintain his ground ; 
and, inth only a handful of men to oppose the 
overwhelming odds against him, kept the fight 
going with such vigour that his enemies were 
filled with confusion. Intelligence of what was 
taking place in this quarter reached Nawrtb Wazfr 
iVIuhammad Khan, and his arrival in the nick of 
time with reinforcements turned their confusion 
into a complete defeat. 

At the conclusion of this war Bah^idur Muham- 
mad Khan, in reward for the conspicuous serriees 
lie had rendered, was raised by the Kawab to the 
position of Commander-in-Chief of the forces of 
Bhopal. Day by day Bahadur Muhammad Kh^n 
added to the dignity of his office, and enjoyed till 
his last hour the reputation of a brave and .skilful 
commander. The follo'wing instance of his loyalty 
and gratitude is worth}*^ to be inscribed in letters 
of gold. When Jahangir Muhammad Khan took 
up the reins of government, a dispute arose be- 
tween him and Nawiib Sikandar Begam, and to 
such lengths did the Kawdb carry his resentment, 
-that he actually inflicted a sword wound on the 
Begam’s person. With a \dew to putting an end 
to this unhappy feud, it was arranged that a jdgfr 
of five lakhs of rupees should be granted to Nawdb 
Kudsia Begam, and that she, together with her 
daughter, Sikandar Begam, should talce up her 
abode at Isldmnagar. Accordingly, when they 
were about to set out for tliis place, they inquired 
of Bahddur Muhammad lOidn whether he would 
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prefer to retain the office and rank of Commander- 
in-Cliief of the Bliopal army, or whether he Avould 
abandon liis high position and retire with them to 
Islitninagar and obscurity. Baluidur Muhammad 
Khan’s repl5% given with cheerful sincerity, was as 
follows : “ That I have obtained rank and honours 
is due to the favour and goodness of I'Jawab 
Wazir Muhammad Khan and Nawab Ghaus 
Muhammad Khan. Neither I nor my children will 
ever stoop to such ingratitude as to desert the 
daughters of our benefactors in their hour of need. 
I count a cake of barley-bread at their hands in 
Isldmnagar better than a thousand luxuries in this 
citj% and a humble place in their service more 
honourable than to hold the command of the army 
of the State.” The spirit of gratitude which 
animated the father manifested itself' in no less 
a degree in the person of his two sons, Sadar 
Muhammad Khan and Baki ISIuhammad Khan 
(afterwards Nawab Umrao Dula), who like- 
wise prized the fi’iendship of the two Begams 
beyond all other honours. For seven years, there- 
fore, Nawab Kudsia Begam and Nawab Sikandar 
Begam lived in retirement at Islamnagar ; and 
when, at the close of this period, the latter assumed 
the regency, Bahadur Muhammad Khan was again 
restored to his office. On his death he was suc- 
ceeded by his elder son, Sadar Muhammad Khan, 
and when he died without issue his younger 
brother, that is to say my own revered Father, 
became Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the 
State. 

My Father was esteemed as well for his hand-' 
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some appearance as for his noble disposition. 
Indeed, his bravery and comeliness have passed 
into a proverb. Even in his childhood the charm 
of his person and the grace of his manner cap- 
twated all who came in contact with him, and he 
possessed aU. the qualities necessary to make a fine 
general. From the first, Nawab Sikandar Begam 
was deeply attached to him; and indeed he was 
worthy of her affection both on account of his own 
services and those of his family. The- Begam was 
a shrewd and keen observer of human nature, and, 
judging Baki Muhammad Khan to be a proper 
man for her son-in-law, she deemed that his 
marriage with her daughter, Shah Jahdn Begam, 
and the consequent union of the two clans, would 
form a fitting recognition of the many services 
his family had rendered. Accordingly, with the 
knowledge and approval of the Government of 
India, this marriage was celebrated on the Hth 
day of the month Zikdd, in the year 1271 a.h. 
(July 26th, 1855). The Government of India pre- 
sented the Nawab with a kldldt^ and awarded him, 
at the Begam’s request, a salute of seventeen guns. 
Orders were also issued for his suitable reception 
j«,t public ceremonies, and the title Umrao Dula 
Nazfr-ud-daulah was conferred upon him.® 

No son could have been more devoted to his 
motlier than was the Nawdb to Sikandar Begam. 

^ A khildt is a '' dress of honour presented by a Ruler to an inferior^ 
as a mark of distinction. A complete khildt may include arms^ or a 
horse^ or an elephant (Hughes’ Dictionary oj Islani), 

- It was on the strength of this precedent that a salute and similar 
honours were conferred upon Sidik Hasan Kh^ at the time of his 
marriage. 
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This devotion sprang as much from a sense of 
duty as from the natural' Avarm-heartedness of his 
race. The Begam in her turn bestoAved upon him 
all a mother’s affection. At the time of the 
Mutiny, NaAvab Umrao Dula had, in con- 
sequence of his royal marriage, relinquished his 
position as Commander of tlie forces of the State, 
and the appointment had been conferred on Bakshi 
MurawAvat Muhammad Khdn, his sister’s son-in- 
laAv. But since tlie Begam Avas aware of liis 
intimate knoAvledge of military affairs, and of his 
influence oA'er the troops, she used, eA^en in times 
of peace, to take him into her counsel in all matters 
connected AAuth the army ; in fact, she.looked upon 
him as her Minister of ^Var. The outbreak of the 
rebellion fllled him Avith anxiety and alarm, Avhicli 
were intensified by the dangers and perplexities 
of the Begam’s position. He did all that lay in 
his poAA'er to keep the State free from disturbance, 
and to carry out the Begam’s desire to help the 
English, and to preA^ent the roads lending to the 
city from being blocked. To add to his difli-. 
culties, neAvs AA'as brought that Fdzil Muhammad 
Khdn and Adil Muhammad Khdn, tAA'o Jdgirdars 
of Ambapani, had joined the insurrection ; and, 
at the same time, signs of unrest AA^ere becoming 
apparent amongst the troops in the city and the 
Fort. Under the instructions of the Begam, 
NaAvab Umrao Dula took immediate steps to 
cope ANuth these difficulties, and AA'orked day and 
night deATsing and directing plans of operation. 
Every day reports from the mufassal came pour- 
ing in- -upon him, each requiring his immediate 
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instructions, while the officers entrusted with tlie 
task of maintaining tranquillity in the outlying 
districts were all looking to him for orders and 
guidance. His untiring energy at this juncture, 
and his skilful conduct of affairs, were admirably 
set forth in the records of the State; but, un- 
fortunately, everji" paper bearing on the subject was 
destroyed by certain malicious persons Avho were 
enAnous of his fair name. Copies, however, of 
many of his orders are still to be found in the 
families of the officers to whom they were origin- 
ally dispatched, being treasured as honourable 
relics and proofs of faithful service; and from 
these some idea of his presence of mind and 
promptness in times of emergency may be gained. 
I quote three of them : 

Cop)!^ of an order of Nawjib Nazir-ud-daulah 
Umrao Dula, Baki INfuhammad Khan, {iddressed 
to Muhammad Shams-ud-dm Ansari : 

Muharram^ 1275 a . ii . 

“The communication of Hitfiz Muhammad Khdn, 
Naib Bakshi, dated 21st Zil Hijjah, has informed me 
that last night j^ou, together ndth the said Naib 
Bakshi, came into collision with Adil Muhammad 
Khan and his followers, and, with great courage 
and military skill, inflieted on tliem a severe defeat, 
not only killing a large number, but capturing their 
provisions, arms, and beasts of ljurden. This signal 
proof of your loyalty and courage has given me the 
greatest satisfaction, and you. have won the high 
regard both of Her Highness the Begam and of 
myself. Let it be your study to live up to the 
reputation you have gained, and to continue to 
deserve our high praise. Keep this order as a 
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mark of my favour, and as a teslimoii)' to the good 
name you have won.” 

Copy of the orders of Nawab Nazir-ud-daulah 
Umrao Dula, Baki Muhammad Klian Ihihadur, 
dated 7th Muharram, 1275 a.ii. ; 

“A copy of this petition, together with the 
orders passed thereon (dated Gth Muhari’am, 
1275 A.H.), is to be forwarded to N.awab Sikandar 
Begam for information ; the original is to be sent 
to Liiila Naubat Bai to be filed. A copy of these 
orders is also to be sent to IMunshi Shams-ud-dm, 
who, with two patrols, should proceed to Ghairat- 
ganj, and with the help of tlie servants of the 
mahal and the fhnnct, and in consultation with 
the Kiimdar and his deputy, should endeavour to 
restore order in the town, and take steps to punish 
the rebels. He should keep Her Highness in- 
formed of all that takes place, and of any particulars 
which he can give concerning the whereabouts of 
the rebels, and of Adil l\Iuhammad Khan. A 
second copy is to be sent to Gadhuri Liil, with 
instructions to furnish two patrols fi:om the com- 
pany of Jamadars. Baza Husein is to accompany 
^lunshi Shams-ud-dm to Ghairat-ganj. A third 
copy is to be sent to the petitioner Liila Durga 
Parshad, Thiinadar, with the information that 
Munshi Shams-ud-dm has been sent to his help 
with two patrols, and instructing him, with the aid 
of these men, and the servants of the innhal and 
the thdna, to take the necessary steps for the 
restoration of good order in the town, for safe- 
guarding the property of the inhabitants, and for 
protecting the chief buildings, roads, and ghdts, and 
restoring confidence amongst the people of the 
town and the surrounding villages, so that the in- 
surgents may not dare to show themselves again in 
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that neighbourhood. 'I’lie rceipicnls of these ordeiN 
must he day aud night on the alert, and must .show 
neither fear nor hesitation in the performance of 
the duty tliat has been entrusted to tlicm, and 
juust before all things put their trust in the Great 
Helper of mankind." 

A copy of the orders of Nawab Xa/i'r-ud-daulah 
Umrao Dula, llalci Muhammad Khan Sahib 
liahadur. dated lOth Habbi-ul-awwal. 1275 a.ii.. 
and endorsed on the application of Munshi Shams- 
ud-dui jVnsari : 

“A copy of this petition is to be forwarded with 
my endorsement to Xaw:ib Sikandar Ilegam Sahiba. 

A copy is also to be sent to Munshi Shams-ud-din, 
who is to be informed that his letter from Ilaisen. 
dated 0th Rabbi-ul-awwal, regarding the insurgents, 
reached me this day some three hoiu*s* before sunset. 

It is essential that he .should inform Her Highness 
of any facts regarding the insiirgcnts that may have 
come to his knowledge. He must, by any means 
that may be possible, reach Ghairat-ganj. and. 
having airivcd there, he must Lake cveiy precaution 
necessary for the protection of the town, and do 
his utmost to restore order and tranquillity amongst 
the inhabitiints.” 

My Father dealt with the mutinous .spirit of the 
troops in a very masterly fashion. Boldly, and 
without any sign of excitement or anxiety, he 
conducted Nawab Sikandar Begam to the lines, 
and requested her to address the soldiers. She at • 
once complied, aud, briefly, but with great earnest- 
ness, exhorted them to be loyal to herself and to 
their duty. Her speech was followed up by a 



52 NAWAB BAKI MUHAMMAD KHAN 

soldierly and eloquent oration from the Naw^b 
himself. Their words took effect •with the speed 
of lightning. In a few moments every trace of 
insubordination had vanished, and the army, which 
had previously' exhibited all the symptoms of 
mutiny, was brought to submission and obedience. 
But the Nawab did not stop here. He called to 
mind, and acted upon, the well-known saying of 
the world-famed philosopher Sadi, ** Give a soldier 
gold, ' he •will give you his head ” ; and by a 
judicious and liberal distribution of hakJtsheeshy the 
permanency of the newly restored allegiance was 
assured. 

As I said above, my Father fully merited Nawab 
Sikandar Begam’s confidence and affection. In- 
deed, he bore awaj'^ from her all the soitow which 
the lack of a son usually creates in the female 
heart. She never attended a durbar •svithout him, 
and her daily thought was how to increase his 
honour and dignity. 

In the year 1283 a.h., the Nawab was attacked 
by a severe form of dyspepsia, and for this reason 
he undertook a pilgrimage to Mecca, where he 
remained for a year under the care of Hakim 
Mulla Nawab, He then went to Egypt to try the 
effect of the climate of that country ; but, for lack 
of regular treatment, no benefit resulted, and his 
condition grew daily worse. He returned to 
Bhop^ after seven months in a state of extreme 
weakness, and died on the 21st of the month Safar, 
in the year 1284 a.h. He was buried in his own 
garden. 

My Father was married in all tln-ee times. His 
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first wife was Malika Hil)!'. tlic nicfc of Gliaus 
Mulinniinad Khan. She bore him a danghlcr, and 
died a j'car after her marriage. 11 is second wife 
^ belonged lo the I’iim Khail. She bore him four 
children, and is slill living. Since the marriage 
with Shah .Tahan Begam was contracted during 
the lifetime of this lady, a of H.s. (J.OOO 

was granted for her mainlenance. and she is in 
possession of it to the present day. 
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Froji what has been said in previous chapters, my 
readers will have seen that Nawab Sikandar Begam 
treated me with rare kindness, and that my wel- 
fare, both present and future, was constantly before 
her mmd. I have told how, notwithstanding the 
cares and responsibilities of her high office, she 
took upon herself the entire charge of my training 
and education ; and how, in her leisure hours, it 
was her habit to call me to her side and supple- 
ment my general studies with kindly advice and 
wise instruction (from which, more than from any 
part of my education, I still continue, both in 
my public and private life, to derive light and 
guidance). 

But in addition to my general upbringing, there 
was another matter about which Nawab Sikandar 
Begam was equally solicitous, and that was my 
marriage. Her anxiety on this account was in- 
tensified by the consideration of my position as 
heir-apparent to the throne of Bhopal, as well as 
by the recollection of certain unfortunate com- 
plications which had arisen in connection wdth the 
arrangement of former marriages in the family. 
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Although, therefore, I was still very young, having 
barel)’^ reached my seventh year, she was deter- 
mined to select a husband for me before she died, 
and to choose a youth of tender age, that she 
herself might watch over his training, and teach 
him to sympathize ■with and understand the ways 
of the people amongst whom his life would be 
passed. This plan, she believed, would not only 
afford me ample opportunities of studying his 
character and temperament, but would also render 
him fitter to be my helpmate and counsellor in the 
life that lay before me. 

In maldng her choice, it was necessary to look' 
outside the territories of Bhopal.* Her own hus- 
band had belonged to the Mirazi Khail, and she 
was, therefore, intimately acquainted Aw'th all the 
families of that clan who resided in the State, 
and from none of them did she consider that a 
suitable selection could be made. Recollection of 
the difficulties experienced in connection with the 

‘ Similar considerations had prevailed in connection with the mar- 
riage of my Mother^ and many dif&cnlties of a political nature had 
arisen, lliese difficulties were not overcome without considerable 
trouble*, but they were not unproductive of good ; for it was in conse- 
quence of them that the British Government issued a decree to the 
effect that husbands of the Begams of Bhop^, though styled Nawabs, 
should have no right to interfere in the administration of the State. 
Tlie letter of the Government settling this matter was dated Novem- 
ber 7th, 1854, and immediately alter its receipt the search for a husband 
had begun. Boys from many of the most notable families in India 
were summoned to Bhopal, and choice was eventually made of Kudrat • 
Ullah Khan, who was the uncle of Nawab Ihtisham-ul-mulk. This 
family had its home in Jalalabad, and was connected by blood with the 
Bhopal family, each being descended, though in a remote period, from 
common ancestors. For various reasons, however, this marriage was 
never celebrated, and my mother, as the reader knows, took as her 
husband Bakshi Baki Muhammad Khan, Nasrat-i-jang. 



56 


MY MARRIAGE 


marriage of her daughter also added to Nawab 
Sikandar Begam’s anxiety on my account, and 
she determined to do all in her power to 
settle matters in such a manner that no subse- 
quent troubles or impediment could arise. She 
entered into correspondence on the subject with the 
Political Agent, and the Agent to the Governor- 
General, in the course of which she intimated that 
there were four families in Bhopdl from any of 
which it would be in the highest degree impolitic 
and dangerous to select my husband. These were 
the families of Faujdar Muhammad Khan {i.e. 
the family of Ghaus INIuhammad Khan), Jam^l 
Muhammad Khdn, Muazzam Muhammad Khan, 
and Fazil Lluhammad Khan ; and, m the event of 
her dying before my marriage, she urged the 
Government to bear her wishes in mind, since all 
the four families above mentioned were enemies to 
the State, and particularly the last-named, that of 
F^zil Muhammad Khdn, who, in the days of the 
Mutiny, had fought against the Government, and 
was captured and handed over to the English by 
the Bhopdl army. A full account of this affair 
was sent to the Agent to the Governor-General by 
the First Minister, in his letter dated 24<th Rabbi- 
ul-awwal, 1290 a.h., and formed a part of the 
correspondence above referred to. At this junc- 
ture, Nawab Sikandar Begam set out for INIecca, 
and it was only on her return fi’om this pilgrimage 
that she was able to take active steps towards the 
accomplishment of her desire. 

It may not be out of place if I state very briefly 
the chief considerations which a marriage in a 
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JJ uhaminadan family of rank gives rise to ; for we 
change rapidly in these daj's of higher education 
and social reform, and sliould our gi-andchildren be 
anxious to knoAV how sucli matters were settled in 
the middle of tlie nineteenth century, they will 
probably find the pages of history their only source 
of information. In most Indian families it is still 
customary for parents to arrange the marriages of 
their children. And it is right that they should do 
so. For happiness in later life depends upon tlie 
existence of s3Tnpathy and love between husband 
and wife : and since none can understand the 
nature and temperament of a child or forecast its 
future more clcarl}'^ than its own parents, it follows 
that they alone are competent to decide a matter 
on wliich the welfare of their children so largely de- 
pends. In well-to-do families of tlie upper classes 
it is considered more important that the Imsband 
should be of good birth than that he should possess • 
wealth and learning, since the former is a surer 
guarantee of nobility than the latter, and offers a 
truer support amidst the difficulties of life ; and it 
may often be observed that the traditions which 
accompany noble birth will save a man from the 
e\ils into which illiteracy and povertj'^ might other- 
wse plunge him. For this reason the pedigi’ee of 
a would-be son-in-law is ahvays investigated with 
the greatest care ; and although this task is often 
beset with many difficulties, its performance is not 
only expedient, but is strictly enjoined by the laws 
of Islam. 

Next to gentle birth, the most desirable quality 
in a son-in-law is thi’ift ; and on this point, too, the 
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doctrines of Islam lay considerable stress; ex- 
travagance being stigmatized as a crime of sufficient 
blackness to justify a wife in leaving her husband. 
And there can be no doubt that prodigality on the 
part of a husband destroys the peace of mind of 
the wife, brings desolation on the household, and 
saps the joys of married life. But if extravagance 
is a crime in a private individual, how much more 
is it so when displayed by the consort of a ruler, 
who, besides being responsible for the well-being of 
her own household, has also the control of public 
revenues, and is therefore indirectly, if not directly, 
responsible for the happiness and well-being of 
every family in her territories ? 

In selecting my husband, therefore, noble birth 
and a frugal disposition were the two first con- 
siderations which Nawab Sikandar Begam kept in 
view, though a handsome appearance and the 
habits and manners of a gentleman were in her 
eyes by no means unessential. If these qualities 
could be found combined in one not too old to 
undergo training and education, then other con- 
siderations, such as wealth or learning, would be of 
very minor importance. In these circumstances 
her thoughts turned towards Jalalabad, a place 
vdth which she was intimately acquainted ; and 
she entered into communication wth Haji Ahmad 
Karim, who lived in that neighbourhood, and who 
was the son-in-law of her First Minister, Maulavi 
Jamal-ud-din. On his recommendation she m-ote 
on the 13th of the month Zikad, 1281 a.h., to one 
Ata Muhammad Khan, a respected resident of Jala- 
labad, and requested him to give her information 
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about the families of the Fatima Kliail (a branch of 
the 3Iirazi ICliail). who dwelt either at Ishimna'^ar or 
•Tal siabacl. After the necessary inquiries had been 
made, it was decided that a fcAV of the most 
(“lip;ible boys should be select cd and presented to 
Her IIighncs«> at Agra, for it was her intention to 
be present at the durbar shortly to be held in that 
city. And should one oi’thc candidates meet with 
her a])proval, he was to be removed to Bhopal, 
where arrangements for his training would be 
made, and, after the lapse of sufficient time to 
enable a j>ist estimate of his habits and tempera- 
ment to be formed, a final decision in regard to 
him would be given. Accordingly, in the month 
,ramadi-us-sani, 1283 a.h., Ata Muhammad Khan 
brought several boys to Agra and presented them 
to the Begam, Her Highness’s choice fell upon 
Ahmad Ali Khan, the son of Baki JMuhammad • 
Khan,* who, in birth, manners, and appearance 
excelled all other suitors. Ahmad Ali Khfm was 
accordingly brought to Bhopiil, and his training 
under the supervision of the Begam was commenced, 
an allowance from the fund for state pensions 
being made to his mother JMuhammadi Begam. 

Nawab Sikandar Begam was not destined to see 
the realization of her plans for iny future happi- 
ness. A year after the visit to Agra she fell ill, 
and JMuhammadi Begam, seeing that her condition 
was critical, said to her : “ You are ill ; let me 

' Bald Muliammad Kkan yvas the son of ImaTn Ali Khan, who was 
the son of Dilawar Khan, who was the son of Muhammad Yar Khun, 
who was the son of Saldr Mir Muhammad Khdn, and hence a repre- 
sentative of one of the noblest and most ancient families of 
^ JalalabM. 
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take the boy to my home, and when God grants 
you recovery I -will bring him back to you.” But 
Nawdb Sikandar Begam decided that he should 
be left to the care of Nawab Shah Jahan Begam, 
Avith whom suitable arrangements had already 
been made. These instructions were complied 
with, and on the death of Nawab Sikandar Begam, 
• Muhammadi Begam returned to her own country 
in order to look after the jdgir which the Govern- 
ment had granted to her, as well as to make 
arrangements for the marriage of her daughter. 

The system devised for the upbringing of 
Ahmad Ali Khan by Nawab Sikandar Begam was 
followed for the next four years — ^that is, to within 
a year of the time of my marriage. During this 
period we were constantly together both in study 
and play. We took our meals together, and only 
our sleeping-rooms were separate. Indeed, the 
only time we spent apart from each other’s society 
was the half-hour after our lessons, which Ahmad 
Ali Khan used to . pass with his mofher Muham- 
madi Begam, and after the departure of the latter 
to her home even these short partings ceased. 

Since no ceremony had as yet confirmed my 
betrothal to Ahmad Ali Khan, it is not surprising 
that, after the death of my Grandmother, many 
letters containing proposals for my hand were 
received fr-om various parts of the country ; and at 
last my Mother decided to take the advice of her 
nobles and councillors, and she called a meeting 
at which the following persons were present : Mir 
Bakshi Hafiz Muhammad Hasan Khan ; Mir 
Hatim Muhammad Khan, brother of the Kudsia 



THE CHOICE APPROVED 


61 


; Matin IClian. who was SeconcI-in-Com- 
mnnd of the slate army ; Munshi Iluscin 
Kh:in : Thikshi Kudral Ali Khan, Second 
M inisler. and the First jSIinister. At this meeting, 
it was nnanimousl}' decided that no person was 
more suited to he tlic hushand of the N.awab 
Sultan .Tahaii Ijeg.am than ^Vhmud jVH Khan. 
Xo pressure was Ijrought to hear on any of the 
voters, and their consensus of opinion was the 
natural outcome of a general admiration for 
the good qualities of Ahmad Ali Khan. Had 
it been otherwise, many of these nobles would 
have tried by any means and at any cost to 
secure for tlicir own families so coveted an 
alliance. Nawab Shah .Tahan 13egam, who loved 
Ahm.ad AH Khan like a son, heartily desired the 
match. And Sidik Hasan Khan, of whom 
mention has .already been made, also gave his 
approval. 'Fhat he ever did anything so conduciA’e 
to my happiness is a miracle, and onl)’’ shows how, 
hy the help of God, even our enemies may become 
instruments for our good. 

This miitter being satisfactorily settled, Nawilb 
Shah .Tahs'm Begam, in conforinitjMvith the custom 
of the times, sent a letter to Xawab Kudsia 
Beg.am, informing her that Ahmad Ali Khan had, 
with her o^vn approval and that of the nobles of 
her court, been chosen to be the husband of her 
daughter, Nawiib Sultan .Tahtln Begam. In reply, 
the Kudsia Begam sent her congratulations, but 
from the way her letter was worded it was plain 
that she resented the fact that she had not been 
consulted. The correspondence concerning mj^ 
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marriage lias no direct bearing on the events to be 
recorded, but I liave decided to insert it tli.at my 
readers may be able to form an idea of the manner 
in whicli such correspondence was conducted thirty 
or forty years ago — a manner which is rarely to be 
seen in these days, and which, before man}’’ more 
years of this strenuous age have passed, will pro- 
bably be altogether obsolete. 

Letter from tlie Kudsia Begam to Nawiib Shah 
•Tahcln Begam, dated Sth Rcajab, 1279 a.h. : 

“To my beloved Shah Jahan Begam, fountain 
of prosperity and excellence, light of the lamp of 
glory and goodness, to whom God grant long life, 
prosperity, and honour. Be it known to you that 
your letter of the Gth day of Baiab, 1289 a.ii., 
informing me of the proposal for the marriage of 
Sultan .lahan Begam with Ahmad Ali Khan of 
Jalalabad, and of your and her approval thereof, 
and that of the nobles and Jagfrdars of your 
State, lias come to my hand. Since your letter is 
merely one of information, I have nothing to do 
but to acknowledge its receipt. IMay 'any proposal 
which is for the good of jmurself and Sultan Jahan 
Begam recei^'e the blessing of God Almighty.” 

On the 17th Shaban, 1289 a.ti. (October 21 st, 
1872) the following letter was dispatched to 
Colonel .John William Willoughby Osborne, C.B., 
Political Agent in Bhopal : 

“ Concerning the betrothal of my beloved 
daughter Sultan .Tahan Begam, may lier life be 
long and her prosperit}’’ unbounded : — 'I'liis is to 
inform you that, with her own and my consent, 
together with the apjDroval of the nobles, .Tagfr-' 
dars, and learned men of this State, a husband has 
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been cho«en in tlie person of Alimad Ali Khan, 
the son of the late Baki IMiihammad Khan, helong- 
ing to a family of the Mirazi Khail, resident in 
Jal llahad. And I send lieremth a copy of a letter, 
dated October 21st, 1872, corresponding to 17th 
Shahan. 1280. a. II., addressed to His Excellency 
the '\'iceroy of the Indian Empire, with a view to 
obtaining his consent to. and approval of, the said 
union : also I send a copy of the marriage proposal, 
attested by the seal and signature of my beloved 
daughter, of myself, and of the nobles and distin- 
gui‘-'hed personages above referred to, the original 
of %vhifh document you yourself saw on the occa- 
sion of your recent visit to Bhopal; and also a 
copy of the letter of Nawab Gauhar Sahiba 
Kudsia. which was sent in reply to my own letter, 
I trust you will be kind enough to forward my 
humble letter to His Excellency the Govei’nor- 
General," 

Copy of the khnrita ^ addressed to His Excellency 
the ^^ceroy and Governor-General of the Indian 
Empire : 


“ Xow that the age of dear daughter Nawab 
Sultan .Tahan Begam Sahiba has reached 15 years, 
anxiety on account of her marriage overshadows 
all other affairs. To find her a suitable husband 
I have searched both amongst the members of my 
own family and among all the Afghan families of 
Bhopal, but I could find no one whose fitness was 
wholly beyond question. Of all the suitors who 
have appeared before either the late Begam or 
myself, there is, in my opinion, none more worthy 
to be my daughter’s husband than he whom my 

^ Kharita, lit. a bag^ or packet. The silken bag in which a letter is 
sent from one ruler to another is called a kharita^ but tliO word usually 
signifies the letter itself. 
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mother brought from Akbanibiid at the time of 
the durbar which was held in that city. With 
the consent of his elders, who journeyed from their 
homes to meet Her Highness in Akbarabad, this 
boy has been brought up in my Mother’s palace. 
He is now 16 years of age, and his name is 
Ahmad Ali Khan. He is the son of the late Baki 
Muhammad Khdn, an Afghan of the Mirdzi Khail, 
- who lived in .Jalalabad, in the district of Muzaffar- 
nagar. He is handsome in appearance, and of 
noble birth both on the side of his father and on 
the side of his mother. The latter is still living, 
and pays periodical visits to Bhopal from her home 
in .Jalalabad, where she resides with her daughter. 
Besides this daughter and Ahmad Ali JChan she 
has no other children. In the course of his educa- 
tion here, Ahmad Ali Khan has read the whole of 


the Holy ICoran, and has studied both Persian and 
English. In Jalalabad his ancestors have been 
honoured and respected for many generations. In 
order to find out what the general opinion in regard 
to this matter might be, I caused the qualifications | 
of the various suitors to be Avritten down, and*^ 
copies to be sent to the nobles and the elders of 


the State, as well as to Sultan Jahan Begam, so 
that each might state whether, in his or her opinion, 
there Avas any boy in the list who seemed in all 


respects Avorthy of selection. All these persons, 
including Sultdn .Ja,han Begam, placed their seals 
and signatures against the name Ahmad Ali Khdn. 
Since, therefore, Sultan Jahdn Begam, AAuth AAdiom 
alone the final decision rests, has giA'^en her approA'^al, 
and since the members of my family, the nobles, 
Jagirdars, and learned men of the State have 
unanimously signified their agreement Avith my 
humble opinion, I now desire to have tlie consent 
and approbation of Your Excellency, Avhose presence 
bestoAvs grace upon this land, and Avhom the State 
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of Bhopdl looks up to as its patron and protector. 
I trust 'that Your Excellency will honour my 
humble letter with a favourable reply, so that the 
anxiety which is now preying upon my mind may 
^ be taken away, and that we may proceed to the 
selection of an auspicious day for the celebration of 
this happy event.” 

As more than three months elapsed, and no reply 
to the above letters was received, the Begam, who 
was anxious that the marriage should be celebrated 
with as little delay as possible, m’ote again to the 
Political Agent to inquire when an answer might 
be expected. Her letter was dated February 2nd, 
1873 A.D. ; 

My anxiety for an answer to my kharlta to His 
A Excellency the Governor-General, concerning the 
marriage of Nawab Sultdn Jahan Begam, must be 
my excuse for again troubling you on this matter. 
Kindly let me know whether the leharita has been 
dispatched, and, if so, on what date. If it is still 
in your hands, I beg that it may be dispatched on 
the earliest possible date, and that notice of the 
same may be sent to me.” 

The reply to the above was received on February 
13th : 

*“Ybur letter inquiring about the dispatch of 
the kharlta concerning the marriage of Naw^b 
Sultan Jahdn Begam, addressed to His Excellency 
, the Governor-General of India, has reached me, 
and this letter of mine is to inform you that the 
delay in the dispatch of the said khaiita was due 
to the necessity of having it translated into English. 
This has now been done, and the kharlta was 

5 
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forwarded on February 7tli to the Honourable the 
Agent to the Governor-General in Central India. 
Information wll be given to you as soon as a reply 
is received.” 

A letter, dated May 7th, 1873 (9th Rabbi-ul- 
amval, 1289 a.h.), was also received from Colonel 
Watson, Acting Agent to the Governor-General in 
Central India, from which the followng is an 
extract : 

■* “ In regard to your representations concerning 
the urgent necessity for performing the marriage 
of your daughter, the Princess Nawab Sultan .Tahan 
Begara, His Excellenc}'^ the Viceroy and Governor- 
General has informed me that he considers it 
desirable that I should myself come to Bhopal and 
discuss the matter with you. I therefore propose, 
in accordance with His Excellencj^’s instructions, 
to ^dsit you during the ensuing week.” 

On May 9th, 1873 (llth Rabbi-ul-aAvwal, A 289, 
A.H.), the following reply to the above lette^was 
witten : v 

“Your letter has reached me this daj^ Your 
^dsit to Bhopal avUI be a source of great pleasure to 
me. The wish to see you has long been in my 
heart, but until now no circumstance has occmTed 
to give rise to our meeting. My thanks are due 
to God for thus unexpectedly granting my desire. 
It will give me great pleasure to talk personally 
with you on the subject of the marriage of my 
daughter Sultan Jahdn Begam. Nawdb Muhammad 
Sidik Hawaii Khan and Muhammad Jamal-ud-dm, 
the First Minister of the State, wiU, in accordance 
wth established custom, take part in the inter\dew, 
but besides these two gentlemen no other person 
will be present.” 
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After the conclusion of this correspondence, 
the Agent to the Governor-General fulfilled his 
promise and came to Bhopal, where he was received 
vvnth the customary formalities. On the 24th of 
Rabbi-ul-aw^val. 1290 A.H., at 6 o’clock in the 
evening, he visited the Begam, and in the course 
of conversation informed her that the Viceroy 
much regretted that, owing to great press of work, 
he had been unable to send an early reply to her 
hharita regarding the marriage of Sultan Jalidn 
Begam. Seeing that a month had now elapsed 
since the dispatch of the kharita. His Excellency 
desired to know whether, during this time, any 
cliange had taken place in Her Highness’s ^dews 
on the subject. ]\Iy Mother replied that the 
opinion expressed in the kharlta had been formed 
after much consideration, and wdth the help of the 
best ad\ice she could obtain, and that nothing had 
since transpired to alter her determination. Her 
inquiries amongst the families of Bhopal had pro- 
duced no one better fitted than Ahmad Ali Khan 
to be her son-in-laAv. The Agent to the Governor- 
General then asked the Begam whether she could 
answer for it that Ahmad Ali Khan would not 
make trouble in the State. The Begam replied 
that, as far as she had been" able to judge, the 
manners and conduct of Ahmad Ali Khdn gave 
rise to no such apprehensions. She explained that 
he had been brought to Bhopal at the age of 7 
by Nawdb Sikandar Begam, with whom, as well as 
•with herself, the responsibility of his upbringing and 
education had rested. His family had always been 
respected by the British Goyemment, and it gave 
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her great pleasure to say that his behaviour 
left nothing to be desired, while his progress in his 
studies was, considering his age, more than satis- 
factory. He had now reached his eighteenth year, 
and the age of Sultan Jahan Begam was 16. 
On hearing this the Agent to the Governor-General 
said : “ Since this is an important affair, and one 
with which the welfare of Sultan Jahan Begam is 
so closely connected, I should like to have an 
opportunity of hearing her approval from her Own 
lips, and the Viceroy, too, is anxious that I should 
converse with her personally on the subject.” 
“ That,” said my Mother, “ is my own 'wish also. 
For although her seal and signature have already 
manifested her wishes, it is better that you should 
meet her and gauge her sentiments for yourself. 
I myself will retire, and she shall speak with you 
from behind the purdah.” So saying, my Mother 
went to rejoin Mrs. Humphrey and her other lady 
guests, while I was sent to the Agent of the 
Governor-General. After a few general remarks 
he said to me : “ The document relating to your 
proposed marriage has been sent to me. May I 
ask if your seal and signature, which the document 
bears, were placed there of your own free will ? ” 
Although a verbal reply to this question was a 
considerable shock to my oriental sense of modesty, 
yet since my Mother had told me that amongst 
Europeans and Muhammadans it was not a matter 
about which the least shame need be felt, I answered 
frankly that it was by my own will and pleasure 
that 1 had affixed m^ seal and signature to the 
marriage proposal. The Agent to the Governor- 
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General then said to me in English : “ Is it your 
■wish that I should forward tliis document to His 
Excellency the Viceroy ? ” I answered with the 
single word “ yes,” and remained silent. He then 
inquired if there was anything else that 1 wished to 
say. To divert the conversation from myself, I said 
that I had only to request him to be good enough 
to convey my compliments to His Excellency the - 
Viceroy and his daughter. With this the inter- 
view came to an end, and I went into the room 
where Mrs. Humphrey and other ladies were 
sitting. 

On the 24th of .Tamadi-ul-awwal, 1291 a.h,, 
Mrs. Humphrey %vrote to Nawab Shah Jahan 
Begam, giving her the pleasing intelligence that 
the negotiations with the Government had been 
brought to a favourable termination, and offering 
at the same time her sincere congratulations. On 
the 7th of the same month, the Political Agent 
himself came to Bhopal, and wth his own hand • 
delivered to Her Highness the kharlta of His 
Excellency the Governor-General. It ran as 
follows : 

* « To my well-beloved and respected Nawab 
Begam Sahiba : may Almighty God keep her 
under His protection. 

“ I much regi’et that, OAving to heavy work, I 
have been unable to reply earlier to your letter of 
October 21st, 1872, in which you request sanction 
for the marriage of your daughter Nawab Sult4n 
Jahan Begam with Ahmad Ali Elian, son of the 
late Bald Muhammad Khan. I should have been 
glad, and I think it would have been for the advan- 
tage of the State, if a suitable choice could have 
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been made from among the nobles of your own 
family. But inasmuch as you assure me that you 
know of none better fitted to be your son-in-law 
than Ahmad Ali Khan, and that the elders of 
your family and the nobles of the State have given 
him preference over all other suitors, and since 
Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam herself approves of 
the choice you have made, and has signified 
the same to my Agent at a personal interview 
which took place by my own instructions — ^taking 
all these facts into consideration, I have no hesita- 
tion in giving my consent to the marriage ; and 1 
trust Ahmad Ali Khdn ■wiU, by his wisdom, his 
learning, his manners, and his habits, show liimself 
to be worthy of the high position he will occupy 
as the husband of the heh-apparent to the State of 
Bhopal, and that he will so conduct himself as to 
win your daughter’s affection and respect ; for it is 
only with the assurance that this important step 
meets with her full approbation that my assent is 
now given. It is my earnest desire that this union 
mayreahze the advantages you, anticipate from it, 
and that it may conduce to the life-long happiness 
and prosperity of your daughter, and to the welfare 
of the State. Be assured that I am ever solicitous 
for your own health and welfare, in regard to 
which I beg you will from time to time keep me 
informed.” 

In accordance mth the custom of the State, 
information of the receipt of this kharita was sent 
to the Nawab Kudsia Begam : 

“A kharita has arrived from the Governor- 
General and Viceroy of the Indian Empire, dated 
June 2nd, 1873, to the effect that His Excellency 
approves of the marriage which we have arranged 
between Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam and Ahmad 
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All KJiiin. the son of the late Bald IMuhammad 
Kh:in. I^Iay God, in His mercy, bring it to a happy 
iulhlineiit. It seemed to us fitting tliat you should 
he informed of this matter, and Ave therefore send 
you this letter." 

I’he Bcgam sent some purdah ladies to convey 
the intelligence to l\luhammadi Bcgam, Avho pre- 
‘'Cnted the messengers with handsome robes of 
lionour. and sent a letter of congratulation to 
the Begam. begging her at the same time to 
accept, on t)ehalf of the bride, the gift of a wedding 
costume, a request Avhich was graciously acceded 
to. Oi' the 10th of Jainadi-ul-aAVAval, 1290 a.ii., 
Ahmad Ali Ivhan Avas granted an allow^ance of 
Rs. 1000 a month, as pocket-money, until he 
should be finally settled in his OAvn home, and 
instructions Avere sent to the Naib Bakslii to 
appoint a soxvdr and an orderly to be in attendance 
on him. On the 20th of Shaban, 1290 a.ii., the 
betrothal ceremony Avas performed AAdth all due 
rites, and this Avas folloAved by the ceremony of 
namak chaftlii, Avhich took place after evening 
prayer on the 13th of Ramazan-ul-mubarak. 

The Begam then issued orders that according 
to Indian usage a festiAuil should be held on every 
holiday in the calendar, so that for the further 
space of one year the character of my betrothed 
husband might be Avatched and tested., AJthough 
my Mother's intentions Avere perfectly good, this 
delay proved unfortunate, for it afforded Sidik 
Hasan Khan abundant opportunities for harassing 
AJimad Ali IHian, whose life from that time began 
to resemble that of a state prisoner. Sentries 
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were posted outside his sleeping-apartment, and 
no one was permitted to have access to him, Avhile 
he himself could not go forth without permission. 
To such an extent was his freedom curtailed that 
he was not allowed to hunt, ride, walk, or to enjoy 
any form of recreation whatever. But he bore 
all these trials with such exemplary patience, that 
even his worst enemies could find no blot in his 
behaviour. Everything possible was done to enrage 
and irritate him, but he never lost his self-control, 
and displayed all tlirough this period of probation 
tact and wisdom far beyond his years. Fate willed 
that Ahmad Ali Khan should be my husband, and 
all the machinations of Sidik Hasan Klian and 
his friends could not alter Fate’s decree. 

The months passed rapidly away, and the time came 
to make final preparations for the wedding, which 
was now definitely fixed to take place on the 23rd 
of Zil Hijjah, 1291 a.h. (February 1st, 1874 a.d.). 
Invitations were sent to many distinguished Euro- 
peans and Indians, as well as to near and distant 
relatives of the family. But Nawab Kudsia Begam, 
the wish of whose heart was to see my marriage, 
and who had expended laklis of rupees on jewellery 
and other wedding gifts, was not included amongst 
the number. The Agent to the Governor-General 
was away on tour, and could not be present ; but 
Colonel Osborne, the Political Agent, and JNIrs. 
Osborne accepted the invitation, and came to 
Bhopal some days in advance to assist in the 
entertainment of the European guests. 

At the various halting-places between Itarsi 
^j,nd Bhopal arrangements were made to make 



the visitors as comforlable us possible on their 
journey : and in Bhopal itself an extensive camp 
u-;'> pilehed for their accommodation on the 
.bil:.ingiral)ad parade-ground, where entertain- 
ments of cveiy kind were provided to make the 
days pass plcasantl}*. On the ‘22nd of Zil Hijjah, 
tile Political Agent and Mrs. Osborne paid visits 
at diiiercnt hours to the Kudsia Begam. At these 
visits, the conversation naturally turned on the 
marriage lestivities. and jVIrs. Osborne told the 
Begain that slie ought to be taking part in them, 
“ Nay." she replied sorrowfully ; “ do you go and 
enjoy them ! Had I been invited, I too would 
gladly go. for what else should T wish to do 
it' not to rejoice with those who are dear to me ? ” 
And to Colonel Barslow she said, “ Ye.s, sahib, 
I also Lake delight in the marriage of Sultan .Tahan 
Begam, How her Grandmother would have 
rejoiced to see this day ! But she has passed 
away, and her death broke my old heart.” I do 
not know how her words affected the Political 
Agent, but the court Vakil, who wiis present 
at both these internews, was so deeply moved 
that on the same day he vTote an account of 
what had passed to Shah Jahan Begam, beseeching 
that the invitation might even then be sent, for 
in the time of Nawab Sikandar Begam no public 
function ever took place at which the Kudsia 
Begam was not present. But this 'appeal was 
unheeded, and the very existence of the oldest 
and most venerable representative of tlie Bhopal 
family was ignored. My readers can judge how 
keenly she must have felt this treatment, and what 
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sadness must have Med her heart as, seated alone 
in her home in the Shaukat Mahal, the merry din 
of the marriage festivities was borne to her ears. 
The Kudsia Begam was an affectionate and peace- 
loving lady. For many years she had shown no 
desire to take part in public affairs.- Since the 
death of her daughter, for whom she never ceased 
to grieve, she had lived the life of a. recluse. She 
asked no one for help, and indeed, as far as the 
things of this world were concerned, she needed 
none, for she was herself rich ; she loved nothing 
better than to give pleasure to others, and her charity 
and liberality were unbounded. It was a cruel 
deed to make my marriage an opportunity for need- 
lessly wounding so generous and gentle a nature. 

The marriage ceremony itself took place on the 
afternoon of the 23rd of Zil Hijjah. The palace 
was elaborately and skilfully decorated. Detach- 
ments of the Bhopal state army were drawn up 
on either side of the courtyard, and the band of , the 
22nd Regiment was in attendance. Inside the 
palace were assembled the relatives^ of the family, 
the chief servants of the State, and the native 
guests, all wearing durbar dress. At 4 o’clock, 
the European guests arrived. As they were re- 
ceived on the steps of the palace by Sidik Hasan 
Khdn, the troops presented arms, and the band 
played a wedding march. When all of them had 
alighted, they were conducted to the guest-chamber, 
where the gentlemen were assigned seats on the 
right-hand side of a screened doorway behind which 
Nawab Shah Jahdn Begam was seated, while the 
ladies passed behind the screen into the inner apart- 
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ment. Shortly afterwards, the bi’idegi'oora arrived, 
attended by the chief members of his family. The 
guard of honour presented arms as he alighted from 
his carriage, and the band played the national air 
of Bhopal. Chohddrs in gold-laced liveries, Avith 
gold sticks in their hands, conducted him into the 
presence of the assembled guests, and announced 
his approach by chanting in a loud monotone his 
names, titles, and virtues. All the guests rose to 
greet him as he entered, and he acknowledged and 
returned their salutations wdth a dignified courtesy 
which well became tlie occasion. His dress was of 
coloured Benares silk, and was surmounted by a 
richly coloured and costly turban. He wore a 
necklace of topazes, pearls, and diamonds, and from 
a jewelled belt about his waist hung a magnificent 
Ispahan sword. This dress had been, in accordance 
with the customs of Bhopal, presented to him by 
the State. His handsome appearance and dignified 
demeanour made a great impression on the whole 
assembly, and spontaneous congratulations and good 
^vishes were showered upon him, and prayers for 
his future happiness were heard on every side. 
Sidik Hasan I^ian shook hands with, him, and • 
conducted him to a chair next to his own, the 
chobddrs again raising their chant until he became 
seated. After the reception of the bridegroom, 
IMaulavi Muhammad ‘Jamal-ud-dm Khdn Sdhib, 
■with Sidik Hasan Kh^n, and, Latff Muhammad 
Khan, my half-brother, came to my apartment ‘ 
(I was not jmrdali to these three gentlemen), and, 
in accordance -with Muhammadan law, asked me if 
I were prepared to take Ahmad Ali Kh£n as my 
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husband. I replied that such was my 'will, and the 
three gentlemen then withdrew, and, going before 
the bridegroom, repeated the same question. He 
was at this time seated on a golden throne, over- 
shadowed by a canopy of rich cloth embroidered in 
gold and silver. He answered with the single 
word Imbul, that is, ‘ agreed,’ whereupon Kazi Zain- 
ul-abedm approached the throne, and read the 
marriage khuihali. Other religious formalities fol- 
lowed, and a sum of two crores of rupees was settled 
upon me as my marriage portion. This brought 
the ceremony to an end, and all present, Avith loud 
cries of bismillah, raising their hands above their 
heads, prayed to the great God to vouchsafe to 
bridegroom and bride lives full of happiness and 
prosperity. Then, amidst shouts of applause, the 
bridegroom left the golden throne, and seated him- 
self again by Sidik Hasan Khan. 

A purse of ashrqfis and other gifts were presented 
to the Kazi by the bridegroom. Each of the 
bridegroom’s friends who had colne from Ms 
country to take part in the marriage received a 
kliildt, and Htr and pan and mukdish were dis- 
tributed.^ According to established custom, Ahmad 
Ali Khan had to sign a marriage agreement,® to 
which the signature of the Political Agent as 
witness Avas also attached. Many of the clauses of 
the agreement were such as could never be legally 
enforced, but they serve as an illustration of the 

* According to Indian etiquette, no reception is complete whicli does 
not conclude with the time-honoured custom of distributing 'Ur and 
pan (i.c. perfume and betel) among the guests, the most honoured of 
whom should receive it from the hand of their host. 

^ See Appendix B. 
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skilful attempts made by Sidik Hasan IClidn to 
obtain a hold over my husband. In the evening 
an assault>at-arms was given by the state army, 

^ after which the city was illuminated, and a display 
of fireworks brought to a close this long-to-be- 
remembered day. 

The palace which was fixed upon as our residence 
was the same that I had always lived in, and was 
only separated by a doorway fi:om that of my 
Mother, so that it was possible to pass ftom one 
to the other without the trouble of driving. On 
the 24th of Zil Hijjah, the bridegroom entertained 
all the Indian and European guests at a banquet. 
The bridegroom received from Shah Jahan Begam 
the title of Nazir-ud-daulah Sultan Dula. The • 
^ title “ Naw£b ” was not given, as it had already been 
conferred on Sidik Hasan Kh^n. He received also 
the jd^rs of Mahalptir, Ambapdni, and R^mgarh, 
the united revenues of which amounted to 
Rs. 40,002. 14. 6. These adjoined my ow. 

On the wedding festivities the sum of 
Rs. 6,57,612. 13. 3 was expended, as follows ; 

The Bridegroom’s outfit .... Rs. 1,68,787 7 9 

Tlie Bride’s trousseau .... Rs. 4^38^028 8 3 

General expenses of tbe marriage . . Rs. €0^796 14 3 

Total Rs. 6,67^612 14 3 

, My own jdgh' consisted of some fifteen villages 
from the parganas of Gadhi-ambapani, Bamhori, 
f and BUkisganj, of which the total revenue amounted 
to Rs. 80,382. As this amount was sufficient for 
my personal expenses, no addition was made to it. 

On the 25th of Zil Hijjah, my Mother caused 
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the ceremony of chauthi to be performed in the 
Bitgh Nishdt-Afzah (the Garden of Delight). B}’- 
8 o’clock in the morning the whole of the state 
forces, horse, foot, and artilleiy, with the mdhi 
mardiih^ were assembled in gallant array, occupj'’- 
ing the entire length of the road from the Shaukat 
Mahal to the Pir Darwaza. Shortly after 8 o’clock, 
I myself in a palki, and the Nawab Sahib mounted 
on a handsomely caparisoned elephant, went in pro- 
cession to the garden, attended by the nobles and 
chief officials of the State. Tlie whole city came 
out to mtness the sight, and our route was lined 
•with crowds of enthusiastic and joyous spectators. 
When we an’ived at the entrance to the garden, 
and the Nawab Sahib was about to descend from 
his elephant, Maulavi .Tamal-ud-dm Saliib, the 
First Minister, came forward, and bidding him 
tarry, addressed him in the follo-vwng words: 

“Hear me, beloved! Hear, and understand! 

For he whose life on noble lines is planned, 

Will spurn the World’s red wine, and take, instead, 
The cup of wisdom from the sage’s hand. 

“ The high rank to which you have been raised, 
these outward signs of dignity and power which 
you behold around you, and which are . assembled 
here to do you honour, the lands and the wealth 
which are now in your possession — all these you 
owe to the favour and goodness of God ; and it is 
your duty to* render thanks to Him not only -with 
your lips, but in your life, that your gratitude may 
be manifest to all men through the righteousness 

* Mdlii mardiih (Jlfrf/jt, a fish, and Mardtih^ dignities) are certain 
honours of which the privilege is especially conferred on princes and 
great nobles; they are denoted by the figure of a fish, two balls, 'and 
other insignia, and ai'e carried, in state processions, upon elephants. 
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of your conduct and the wisdom of your words. 
Be not puficd up with the pomp of power, but 
vralk ;:]v,'iiys in tlie paths of ^nrtue and humility. 

*" A man. indeed, is he whose lienrt. 

When Foi’fcnne smiles, from pride is free; '• 
Whn-sc simple faith in God remains 
Unshaken in adversitj'. 

High duties and responsibilities lie before you. 
Seek, therefore, after wisdom, and let patience, 
S3'mpatiiy, and honesty cliaraeterize all your deal- 
ings. Aliove all, keep continually in your mind 
this sacred precept ; * show honour to thy parents 
;ind th}' elders, and let arrogance and conceit be 
far from thee.’ 

“ I have read the Holy Koran with you, and 
therelbre I may style myself your teacher, and it 
is in the character of a teacher as well as a friend 
that I oflTer you this adnce.” 

The bridegroom boAved his head, in token that 
his teacher’s Avords had not fallen on heedless ears. 
And. indeed, this sage’s adAUce AA'as accepted in 
the same earnest spirit in Avdiich it Avas given; it 
remained indelibly engraven on my husband’s 
heart, and as years Avent by its good effect became 
more and more, evident. The veteran Ministei*, 
AA'ho had grown grey in the serAuce of the State, 
standing in the presence of the assembled troops 
and nobles, and graA’^ely admonishing the hand- 
some young bridegroom, Avas an impressive sight, 
and one not easily to be forgotten, Avliile the words 
AA^hich he uttered deserve, for their simplicity and 
their AAnsdom, to be Avritten in letters of gold. 

In Bhopal the chauiM is usually followed by 
another ancient ceremony called jwwaA, in which 
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bride and bridegroom are invited to a feast by 
some near relative, and are presented with hhil&is 
and otlier gifts. The Kudsia Begam, altliough slie 
had taken no part in the marriage, desired to 
entertain us in this fashion, but we were not per- 
mitted to accept her invitation ; and when she 
again begged that we might be allowed to go, 
since all her preparations were complete, and her 
desire to present us ^vith the gifts she had made 
ready was very great, she received from my Mother 
the following reply : 

“ I have on several occasions informed you that 
there is no necessit}'^ for you to put yourself to this 
trouble. God, in His bounty, has satisfied all the 
wants of Sultan Jahan Begam, and she stands in 
need of nothing more.” 

The pain that this reply must have inflicted on 
her proud and generous heart can easily be con- 
ceived. And what was the reason of it ? Simply 
this — that Sidik Hasan Khan, knowing that her 
days could not be many in this world, did not 
choose that so much valuable property should go 
out of her house, for he intended that it should 
find its way into his own possession, as, indeed, it 
eventually did. Would that he had helped him- 
self to my money instead, and that the last days of 
this pious and venerable lady had been allowed to 
pass in peace. 

In the course of the wedding festivities, Shah 
Jahan Begam did not forget the poor. Money 
was liberally distributed amongst them, and many 
orphan girls who were old enough to marry 
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received mnne)’ sufficient to enable them to bear 
the lieavy burden of expense which, even amongst 
I'iie poorest families, a marriage always entails. 

T cannot conclude this chapter better than by 
giving some account of the habits and eminent 
'drtuer of my husband. 

The Xawab Sahib was the fourth in descent from 
tlie famous Salar JMfr Muhammad Jalal Khan, of 
whose fainih', and the honourable connection it 
has always had 'vsdth the Government, a full de- 
scription may be found in the Tiirikh Jaldl. As 
I am anxious not to burden my readers ■with un- 
necessary .matter, I shall omit all details of family 
histoT}' and confine my description to the Naw^ab 
Sahib iiimself. He w'as born in the month of 
Rabbi-us-sani, 1270 a.ii., at Jalalabad, in w^hich 
city his childhood w'as spent. In 1283 a.ii., NaAvab 
Sikandar Begam brought him to Bhopal, wiiere, as 
has already been told, he received his education 
and his military training. For the latter, special 
instructors were engaged, under wiiom he quicldy 
acquired proficiency and skill in all military exer- 
cises. The accompanying portrait affords a good 
idea of his handsome countenance and manly 
figure. In conversation his . voice was gentle, and • 
his courteous manner commanded the respect of 
all, whether young or old, with whom he came in 
contact. He was of a simple and contented dis- 
position, humble in his own estimation, and quick 
to recognize merit in others. He possessed all the 
courage characteristic of his race, combined with 
an unusual amount of self-control and a natural 
fitness to command. Had he lived in less peace- 



82 


MY MARRIAGE 


able times, he would, doubtless, have won rank 
and fame as a military leader. A firm friend and 
a generous foe, he was ever ready to succour those 
in distress, and to pardon the wrong-doer. In his 
o^vn family, and particular^ amongst his children, 
* he always bore a cheerful and happy countenance, 
and even strangers found it difficult to resist the 
charm of his manner, which at once placed them 
at their ease and compelled their admiration. 
Hunting, shooting, and chaurang were his favourite 
recreations, and he was a bold and accomplished 
horseman. Of the more intellectual pursuits, archi- 
' tecture had for him, as it has had for so many of 
the Musalman rulers of India, a strong fascination, 
and many of the buildings which he left show that 
he possessed not only scientific knowledge but 
elegant taste. The buildings in the Biigli Hayat 
Afzah and the Sadar Manzil (House of Council, 
so named because it is here that I hold my council 
meetings), are examples of his architectural skill, as 
weU as of his real love for such woVks ; for the cost 
of both tliese buildings was defr-ayed fr’om his and 
my jdgirs. He had a keen appreciation for natural 
scenery, and frequently retired for a week at a 
time to a beautiful place named Samarda in his 
- own jdgi'r, where he had built himself a shooting- 
box and a capacious villa. Zia-ud-dm Tekri, 
where I have now built my own residence, was 
the place which pleased him beyond all others, and 
for this reason I have named it Ahmadabad ; and, 
indeed, it would be hard to find a more lovely spot. 

The Nawab Sahib frilly appreciated the high 
rank to which he had been raised by his marriage 
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wtli me, but he never presumed upon his position, 
nor was his behaviour ever inconsistent vath it. 
To me he was a true and faitlifiil helpmate, and 
k I derived the greatest benefit from his ■wisdom and 
experience. Political officers also had many oppor- 
tunities of judging of liis capabilities, of which they 
formed a high opinion. Colonel Barr ’ and Colonel 
Meade, Agent to the Governor-General, were par- 
ticularly struck with his ability ; and they used to 
say that, were he in England, he could aspire to 
the highest offices, and become a distinguished 
statesman. One statesman-like quality he certainly 
possessed in a pre-eminent degree, and that was 
tact, and nowhere did he display this more than in 
his attitude towards family feuds. These often 
assumed large and complicated dimensions, but he 
kept aloof from them himself, and desired that 
1 should do the same; and thus, although they 
were a source of gi’ief and annoyance to him, his 
enemies could never turn them to account against 
him. Towards Nawiib Shah .Taluin Begam he 
showed all the affection and respect due ft’om a 
son to a mother, and she' on her side, so long as 
Sidik Hasan Khan abstained from his machinations, 
treated him ■with conspicuous kindness. It was 
the Nawfib Sahib’s boast, and a matter for which 
he thanked God, that he envied none, but was 
rather an object of envy to all other men. . By his 
refined manners and habits, his nobility of character, 
r and his high abilities, he did more than justify the 
choice which Nawdb Sikandar Begam and Nawdb 
Shah Jahdn Begam had made. 

' Now Colonel Sir David W. Kcitb Barr, K.C.S.l. 
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A KOYAL VISIT — BIIITH OF BILKIS .TAHAN BEGAM 
AND OF NAV'AB NASllUIJ.AII KHAN 

Towards the end of the year 1875,, it was known 
that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was 
about to visit India. It would be difficult to 
convey an adequate idea of the pleasure with vffiich 
this intelligence was received in all parts of the 
country. More than a century had elapsed since 
the English had laid the foundations of their 
Eastern Empire, and during that period neither 
the king nor the heir-apparent to^the throne had 
set foot on Indian soil. But the name of Queen 
Victoria had long been a household word amongst 
all sections of the people, and the prospects of 
Avelcoming to their OAvn land the eldest son of their 
beloved ruler filled them with unbounded joy. 
From time immemorial Eastern races have been 
accustomed to see authority vested in the hands 
of a single individual, and to regard the person 
of a king as the incarnation of power and dignity, 
an attitude which is both sanctified by tradition 
and enjoyed as a religious belief. This is jpar- 
ticularly true of the peoples of India ; for although 

British rule has resulted in the growth of Western 
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modes of thought, yet the worship of “ the hero 
as king” is as natural to them now as it was in 
the days of Akbar the Great. They love their 
A. Emperor with a deep and sincere love, and what- 
ever democratic principles have found their way 
into the administration of India they look upon 
as subordinate parts of a whole which he alone has 
fashioned, and which he alone controls. 

To no part of India did the tidings of the 
royal visit bring greater joy and satisfaction than 
to Bhopal ; for from the very first days of its 
existence the relations of the State with the 
dominant Power have been of the closest and most 
cordial nature. Nawab Shah Jahan Begam at 
once instructed the state Vakil to write to the 
^ Political Agent for official confirmation of the 
report, so that a kharita of welcome might be 
dispatched to the Governor-General. On June 
26th, 1875, the Political Agent wrote in reply that 
the report was true, but that he was not yet in 
possession of any details. On August 4th of the 
same year, Sir Henry Daly, C.B., Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India, sent a letter 
to. Her Highness, informing her that the Prince 
would arrive in India at the end of December, 
and that His Excellency the Viceroy, by order of 
Her Majesty the Queen, would hold a Chapter 
of the Order of the Star of India in Calcutta, and 
that His Excellency invited Her Highness, as a 
X Knight Grand Commander of the Order, to be 
present on the occasion. Nawab Shah Jahan 
Begam’s reply to this communication was dated 
August 5th, and was to the following effect : 
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“Before the receipt of your letter I sent, through 
you, two kharitas to His Excellency the Governor- 
General; one to express my joy at the news of 
the approacliing visit of the Prince, and the other 
to say that I would very gladly attend the Durbar 
in question, should nothing occur to prevent my 
doing so.” 

On August 16 th Sir Henry Daly sent the 
following reply : 

“ Since writing your kharita of 28 th ultimo to 
the Viceroy, my note, announcing that the Prince 
of Wales will hold a Chapter of the Star of India 
in Calcutta, will have reached you. You will 
remember that on such occasions the members 
of the Order only take part in the Ceremonj^ and 
that this is not a Durbar or assembly for any 
other purpose. 

“ Should Your Highness be prevented from at- 
tending in Calcutta at the Investiture, I am sure 
your unavoidable absence will be regretted. There 
wiU, however, be other opportunities during the 
visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wal^s of Chiefs 
meeting him. I will write distinctly on this 
matter directly the programme is settled, but it is 
- the intention of the Viceroy to fix several places at 
which Chiefs and Nobles may pay their duty to 
the Queen’s Heir. But the assembly in Calcutta 
will be, I believe, confined to the members of the 
Order of the Star of India. 

“ Under these circumstances probably you will 
prefer that I should not forward your kharita of the 
28 th ultimo. I will keep it till I hear fr’om Your 
Highness.” 

In the course of her reply Nawab Shah Jahan 
Begam wrote: 
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“ I did not decline to be present at the Durbar, 
for I am most desirous to meet His Royal 
Highness on that occasion, and, God willing, 

I shall do so. But*l stated that in case the con- , 
finemcnt of my daughter Sultan .Tahan Begam 
should prevent me from leaving Bliopal, I would 
send my husband to Calcutta to represent me. 
Since, however, you, as my friend, advise me to go, 
it will be better to return the hhmita to me, so 
that the necessary emendations may be made. 
That portion in which I ask for information re- 
garding the Prince’s ^nsit may stand as it is, for 
the preparations which I may have to make depend 
on the answer I receive to these inquiries. There 
is no one who at this time does not wish to give - 
endence of his loyalty to the heir-apparent to 
the throne, and this must be specially true of one 
who is bound, as I am, by the strongest ties of 
affection to the British Government.” 

After a few days, the following /cliarita, dated 
August 16th, was received from His Excellency, 
Lord Northbrook, Governoi’-General of India : 

* “ Your letter of friendship, dated July 12th, 
1875, in which you express your joy and pleasure 
at the forthcoming visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales to India, and in which you desire 
me to convey to His Royal Highness your warm 
and loyal greetings, has reached me through my 
Agent in Central India. These renewed assur- 
ances of your fealty, and of your desire for the in- 
crease of the honour and prosperity of the British 
Throne and the Empire, are a source of gi-eat 
gratification to me. It wLd give me mucli pleasure 
to convey your greetings and felicitations to His 
Royal Highness on the first opportunity. A letter 
fi:om you is always welcome to me. I hope I may 
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often have the happiness of hearing from you of 
your welfare and prosperity, for whicli, he assured, 
I am deeply solicitous.” 

Shortly after the receipt of this /cJiarffa, a copy 
of a communication, addressed to the Agent to 
the Governor-General for Central India, by the 
Secretary to the Government of India, was sent 
to Nawab Shah Jahiin Begam. In this it was 
stated that ruling chiefs might, when visiting 
the Prince of Wales, present to him any articles 
of manufacture peculiar to their own States, pro- 
vided that they were not of great value. In 
forwarding this communication,' the Political Agent 
requested the Begam, in tlie event of her wishing 
to take advantage of this privilege, to furnisli, as 
soon as possible, a list of the articles which she 
proposed to present, with their approximate values. 

The Political Agent in Bhopal, in a memorandum 

‘ The comiminicatioii of the Secretary of State to the Government of 
India was as follows : 

From the Secretary to the Government of India^ to the A^^ent 
to the Governor-General for Central liidia^ dated Au'Jciist 6th, 1875 
(3rd Rajah, 1201 a.ii.). No. 2170. 

1. It is the desire of His Excellency the Governor-General in Council 

that the followinp directions should he communicated to you, con- 
cerning the prcscnUition of and the receiving of Ichiiats by 

Ruling Chiefs when paying visits to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. 

2. His Excellency desires that the Chiefs avIio visit His Royal High- 
ness at Bombay, or Calcutta, or at any other place, should not be put 
to more expense than is ncccssaiy. His ]5xccllcucy does not intend to 
hold Slate Unrharsi and the presentation of mizard7ia and Ichiidis^ 
which is usual at such Limes, will not take idace. He will, however, 
receive visits from the Chiefs, and pay visits in return, on which 
occasions all the customary formalities will be observed. 

8. The same procedure will be followed in regard to visits paid to, 
and received from, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 

4. It is probable tliat the Rulers of State may wish to present to 
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dated August SOtli, informed Her Highness tliat all 
Knights attending the Chapter of the Order of the 
Star of India should wear the robes and insignia . 
of the Order, and that these could be renewed if 
necessary. He also recommended the dispatch of 
a ti’ustwortliy agent to Calcutta to make arrange- * 
ments for Her Highness’s lodgings. A kharita 
was also received from Lord Northbrook stating that 
the Chapter would take place on January 1st, 1876. 
The official invitation to the same Avas sent by the 
Secretary to the Order of the Star of India. 

In her second kharita to His Excellency the 

Viceroy, the Begam had made inquiries about the 

arrangements that would be made for her lodging 

in Calcutta. As a considerable time elapsed Avithout 

any reply being receiA’^ed to these inquiries, a 

reminder Avas sent to the Political Agent. On 

September 20th, hoAvevei*, a letter Avas received firom 

that officer, stating tliat a house would be engaged 

for Her Highness in Calcutta, the rent of Avhich 

AA^ould not be charged to the State, and that Her 

Highness’s priA^ate apartments Avould be supplied 

His Royal Higbucss ^cciniens of the products or manufactures of their 
omi territories. 

' 5. His Excellency the Goyernor-General sees no objection to such 
" a procedure^ provided tlie articles presented are not of great value or 
of large size. 

6. Chiefs availing themselves of this privilege should furnish His 
Excellency^ tlirongh Political Agents or other official channels^ ivith a 
list describing^ and giving the approximate values of^ such articles as 
iliey may wish to present^ so that the consent of His Royal Highness 
may be obtained. No presents offered under conditions other than 
tliose stated in the fovegomg clauses will be accepted by His Royal 
Highness. 

7. These presents will" be placed in the Ro}^! Museum^ and they 
should therefore consist of such articles as may serve as mementoes of 

‘ His Royal Highness’s visit to India. 
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with furniture by Government. But if, in addition 
to these, a public reception-room was required, 
arrangements for its decoration and furniture would 
have to be made by the officials of the State ; who, 
however, would be helped with supplies from the 
government iosha-khdna} 

A second letter from the Political Agent stated 
that the Prince of Wales would hold no Durbar 
in Calcutta, but only a Chapter as above stated, 
at which only those persons who were Knights of 
the Order w'ere qualified to take a prominent part ; 
and that it was, therefore, all the more necessary 
that the Begam of Bhopal should be present. 
The Secretary to the Order also wrote a second 
time, saying that if anything should prevent Her 
Highness leaving Bhopal, she would liave other 
opportunities, either at Jabbalpiir or at Akbarabad, 
of meeting the Prince of Wales. But he hoped 
that she would, according to her original intention, 
and according to the strong deshe expressed in 
her letter of September 18th, come to Calcutta in 
time to attend the Chapter, at which, lie felt sure. 
Her Highness would consider it an honour to be 
present. 

These matters having been so far settled, the. 
Begam ■wrote to inform the Political Agent 
that she proposed to send the state Vakil to 
Calcutta to superintend the arrangements for her 
lodging. She requested the Political Agent to 

^ Tosha-khdna^ lit. a wardrobe^ or Storeroom. Each Native State 
and tlie Foreign Office of tlie Government of India lias a tosha-Mdnay 
where stores of costly rohes^ jewellery, trappings, and housings are 
kept. It is from such stores that khildts are given, and State 
processions are provided by Native States” {Tdj-uUIkhdl, p. 126, n.). 
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provide him with a letter of introduction to the 
Foreign Secretary, stating that accommodation 
would be requu’ed for about two hundred and fifty 
people, besides horses and carriages. The Vakil, 
accompanied by the Darogha of the kdr-khdna 
proceeded, on the 1st of Ramazan, to Calcutta, 
\\dth instructions to inspect and report fully upon 
the house which should be selected, as well as to 
take measures for its adornment. Accordingly the 
Valdl, on ai-rival in Calcutta, witli the assistance 
of the Foreign Secretary and the Superintendent 
of the tosha-khdna) was enabled to see the house 
and the manner in which it had been arranged, a 
detailed account of .which, together with a plan of 
the building, he sent to the Begam. This house 
occupied one of the best sites in the Matia Bmj. 

On October 23rd, 1875, the State Valdl asked 
the Political Agent if he could ascertain the 
opinion of His Excellency the Viceroy in regard 
to the propriety of the Begam’s remaining purdah 
during her stay in Calcutta, and in regard to her 
paying and receiving visits, as no answer had been 
received to the kharita in which information on 
these points was requested. The Political Agent 
happened to come to Bhopal at this time to inspect 
the robes and insignia of the Order of the Star of 
India, which Her Highness was proposing to wear 
at the Chapter, and in the evening of the same day 
he had a private audience with her, at which only 
Nawdb Sidik Hasan Khdn and the First Minister 
of the State were present, and the question 

was discussed. The Begam, anxious for more 
reasons than one to conform to the requirements 
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of Oriental etiquette, quoted the examples of many 
Renees and Regains to support her view of the 
question. But the Political Agent pointed out 
that if she remained purdah at the time of the 
idsits of the Prince of Wales and tlie Viceroy, 
these visits would be deprived to a large extent 
of their official significance. For some time the 
matter was warmly debated, but at last my 
JMother decided to bow to the necessity of tlie 
occasion, and consented to appear at the Chapter 
and at other functions wearing a burkha. It must 
not be supposed that NaAvab Shah Jahan Begam 
in any way lacked tlie loyal sentiments which have 
always distinguished the Begams of Bhopal, or tliat 
she underrated tlie honour of being received by the 
Prince of AVales and the Viceroy. Her sole motive 
in raising the purdah question was to promote tlie 
honour and dignity of Sidik Hasan Khan by 
appointing him her representative ; so that, in fact, 
he might occupy a position similar to that of 
former Naw^bs who were actual rulers of the 
State. With this object alone she wished, first 
of all, to send Sidik Hasan Khan to welcome the 
Prince, on her behalf, in Bomba3% and afterwards 
to make him her representative on public occasions 
in Calcutta, for Avhich latter the purdah difficulty 
was to be the excuse. As a matter of fact, her 
plans for the advancement of Sidik Hasan Khan 
were impossible of fulfilment, nor was the fact of 
her being purdah a legitimate excuse, for the laws 
of Islam do not prohibit a Musalman lady from 
appearing at public assemblies in a burkha, nor is 
there any reason why the ruler of a State should 
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not go abroad clad in this fashion if she wishes to 
do so. Her Highness had, however, been induced 
to believe that allowing Sidik Hasan Khan to 
represent her and act for her, in the manner 
proposed, could in no way detract from her own • 
dignity, while it would very materially add to that 
of her husband, and, in her anxiety that he should 
receive aU the honours that Government could 
bestow upon him, she was willing to put herself 
in the backgi’ound, and to forgo her own share 
of the advantages and honours which this unique 
occasion would afford. That this was so can be 
easily seen from the following communication, which 
at this time was sent to the Madar-ul-moham : 

Lefte?' addressed to the Madar-ul-moham, 
by Nawab Siiaii Jahax Begam. 

" The hhariia received from His Excellency the 
Governor-General states that His Iloyal Highness 
the Prince of Wales -svill disembark at Bombay. 
As many Indian Chiefs will be present there to 
bid His Royal Highness welcome, I am anxious 
that m}'^ o^vn greetings and good wishes should 
not be wanting at such a time. Owing to the 
approaching confinement of my daughter Nawdb . 
Sultan .Tahan Begam, it will be difficult for me to 
go to Bombay mys^, and I therefore desire to 
send the Nawab Sahib in my stead. But should 
the Agent to the Governor-General for Central 
India sanction this arrangement, it is necessary that 
the Government should show to the Nawdb Sahib, 
in Bombay, the same marks of distinction as would » 
be shown to myself, so that the dignity of the 
State may be upheld in the presence of the other . 
Chiefs.” 
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A great deal more correspondence on the same 
subject took place between Her Highness and the 
Political Agent, which it is not necessaiy to repro- 
duce. From what I have akeady said, and from 
what follows, my readers can easily perceive my 
Mother’s design, and the methods bj?^ which she 
endeavoured to accomplish it. 

Although there was no real necessity for the 
ruler of a State to be accompanied by the heir- 
apparent when attending public durbars, and 
although only twenty days had elapsed since the 
birth of my daughter, so that I was in too weak 
a state to bear the fatigues of a long journe)’^, my 
Mother decided that I was to go with her to 
Calcutta, for it was neither practicable, nor in 
accordance with her wishes, that I should remain 
alone in Bhopal. She also told me that the same 
arrangements would be made for me as liad been 
made for herself by Nawab Sikandar Begam on a 
like occasion, and that there would be no necessity 
for me to appear in public in a hurkha. As it had 
always been my habit to act according to the 
orders of my parents, I signified my readiness to 
comply with her desire. Tliis conversation took 
place in the morning, and on the evening of the 
very same day my Mother again came to me and 
said that, as she herself M^as going to appear in a 
burklia, it was fitting that I, too, should adopt the 
same course. I had no choice but to agree, and 
at once set about making the necessary preparations 
for the journey. 

The secret of these contradictory orders was this. 
Sidik Hasan Khdn, finding that his plans for 
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making himself the IJcgam’s reprcscnUiiive had 
come to noiiglit, determined that, if he could not 
occup3' the highest place, he would at anj' rate 
tiy to occupj' the next highast, and the possibilitj^ 
of mj' being unwilling to go to Calcutta, or of 
1113' refusing to appear in public in a (ntrhhn, seemed 
to oflcr the chance he was looking for. It was, 
therefore, at his instigation that the order for the 
burkha was given. 

'riiese controversies being settled, I prepared 
for m3’’ departure, and dispatched to Calcutta all 
such necessaries as were not likcl3' to be avail- 
able there. On the 1st of Zil Ivadah. 1292 a.h. 
(November 80th, 187;i) Ghulam Mahbub Khan, 
IVIohtamim of the State knr-hhaim, was sent on 
in advance with the hea\y lugg.agc, tents, and 
carriages along with sevent3'-eight men. He 
reached Itstrsi on the - 5th of Zil Kadah, and, pro- 
ceeding thence by rail, arrived at Calcutta on the 
10th, and took up his quarters in a bungalow 
close to that which the Government had selected 
for ourselves. 

On IMonday, the 7th of Zil Kiidah, Her High- 
ness, myself, Nawab Thtisham-xil-mulk, and Nawab 
Sidik Hasan Khan, A\ath about a hundred retainers 
and servants, set out from Bhopal. We reached 
Itiirsi in three days, .and met the Politic.al Agent 
there. From Itiirsi we went by r.ail to Calcutta, 
where we arrived on Wednesday, December ICth. 
We were met at the station by Captain Medif, 
A.D.C., and Mr. Keary, Under-Secretary to 
Government, who made kind inquiries after our 
welfare, and then Her Highness, myself, and 
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Sidik Hasan Khan drove in a closed carriage to 
our lodging. As we were the guests of His 
Excellency the Viceroy all the arrangements for 
our meals were in the hands of the Government, 
and during our month’s stay in Calcutta we were 
entertained in a most sumptuous fashion. 

On the 23rd of Zil Kadah (December 23rd), 
the Begam paid a State visit to the Viceroy, 
accompanied by the following nobles and officials 
of the State : Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan ; Nawab 
Ihtisham-ul-mulk ; Mian Nazir Muhammad 
Khan ; Munshi Jamal-ud-dm Khan Sahib, late 
Prime Minister ; Mian Niir-ul-hasan Khan ; and 
Mian Alamgir Muhammad Khan. In the after- 
noon of the same day His Excellencj'^ returned 
the visit at our lodging, Sidik Hasan Khan escort- 
ing him from the house of Sir Salar Jang. Owing 
to my ill-health 1 was not present on this occasion, 
but I took part in all the other receptions. 
December 23rd %vas the happy day on which His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales arrived in 
Calcutta. AJl the ruling Chiefs present in Cal- 
cutta assembled at the landing-place to bid him 
welcome. By the special favour of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy, the Begam and I, instead of 
being at the landing-place, were permitted to await 
His Royal Highness at Government House, in 
company with His Excellency’s daughters, where 
we had the. privilege of paying our loyal respects. 

On December 24th, Her Highness and I, at- 
tended by a few of the nobles of the State, paid 
a state "vdsit to His Royal Highness at Govern- 
ment House. A guard of honour was stationed 



aL the ciilrancc aiul jirescnlcfl arms as we clrox'e 
up, and Ihe l*'orei[pi SccTCliiry and the Under 
Secretary received us at ihe door of our carriage, 
while guns were fired hy the saluting battery. We 
were then conducted to the .audience hall, which 
was about fifty yards from the carriage. 'Phis 
chamber was funnshed partly in European and 
partlj*^ in K.astcrn fashion. It contained man}' 
costly and beautiful ornaments, and the roof was 
hung with glass chtindclicrs of great beauty and 
fine workmanship. 'I'hc entire fioor was covered 
with rich carpets ; and down the centre a pathway 
was formed of scarlet cloth .along which we walked, 
and on cither side of which chobddrs, in liveries of 
red and gold, stood at intervals. His Excellency, 
wearing full durbar dress. M'as seated in the chair 
of .stjite. When Her Highness had ajjproached 
to within forty paces, His Excellency advanced 
to meet her, and .shaking her by the hand inquired 
after her health. 'J'he Political Agent .acted as 
intei*prcter, and Her Highness inquired after the 
he.alth of His Excellency. The l.atler then shook 
hands with me, and said that he hoped I had 
not suffered from the fatigues of my long journey 
to Calcutta. I replied to his inquiries with be- 
fitting modesty, and, since I was .able to converse 
somewhat in English, my answers did not i-equirc 
to be translated. Alter His Excellency had 
.spoken to Nawab Sidik H.asan Klutn, Nawiib 
Ihtishdm-ul-mulk, .and others of our party, we 
all took our seats, my Mother on the Viceroy’s 
right, myself next, and the others in the order of 
their rank, the chairs on the left being occupied 
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by the members of the staff. We were all greatly 
delighted at the courteous and affable manner in 
which Lord Northbrook entertained us. He 
talked to my Mother for nearly ten minutes, 
making many inquiries about Bhopal and our 
journey to Calcutta. We were then conducted 
by the two Secretaries and the Political Agent 
to another chamber, and ushered into the presence 
of the Prince of Wales. As we entered. His 
Royal Highness rose from liis chair and bowed 
to us ^vith prmcely dignity. He then shook hands 
with my Mother, and expressed a hope that she 
had recovered from the fatigues of her journey ; 
then, extending his right hand to her, and his 
left to me, he led us to our seats. After con- 
versing for some minutes with Her Highness the 
Prince turned to me, and said, with great good- 
humour, “ You and I are in similar positions, for 
you are the Crown-Princess of the State of Bhopal, 
and I am the Crown-Prince of England.” When 
I recall these words I cannot but regard it as a 
strange coincidence that the death of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria took place in the same year as 
that of my own Mother, and that His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales became the ruler 
of the British Empire in the same year that I 
became the Begam of Bhopal. The visit was 
brought to a conclusion by the distribution of 
’Hr and pan. 

On December 29th, His Royal Highness hon- 
oured us by returning our visit. He was met by 
Sidik Hasan Khan at the house of the Maharaja 
of Gwalior, and conducted thence to our residence. • 
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The Prince talked with my Mother in a most 
friendly manner, and clearly manifested his royal 
favour. At the close of the visit, the folloAving 
gifts were exchanged : 

From His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
to Her Highness Nawab Shah Jahan Begam : 

A gold medal bearing the image of His Royal 
Highness. 

A diamond ring. 

A portrait of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

A gold chain. 

A portrait of H.R.H. the Princess of Wales. 

A portrait of His Royal Highness. 

A gold seal. 

From Her Highness Nawab Shah Jahdn Begam 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales : 

A gun of Bhopal manufacture. 

An Indian scimitar. 

A shield. 

Two caps embroidered with gold thread. 

A perfume box of silver filigree work. 

A pair of Indian bracelets. 

A pair of gold earrings. 

A kerchief embroidered by Her Highness. 

A copy of The Histoi'y of Bhopal. 

A book containing a description of Mecca, written 
by Nawab Sikandar Begsim. 

Owing to my indisposition I was unable to be 
present at this interview. I made the attempt, but 
1 was too weak even to reach the stairs which led 
to the reception-room. I was therefore obliged to 
remain in a lower apartment, where the members 
of the Prince’s staff came to see me. 
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On January 1st, the Chapter of the Order of the 
Star of India took place. The spot selected for 
the assembly was the lawn in front of Government 
House, where arrangements had been made on a 
large and magnificent scale. A place was assigned 
to each member according to the number of his 
Star. Nawab Shah Jahan Begam, clad in a hirkha, 
occupied the place immediately on the left of His 
Royal Highness, and next to her came the other 
Knights, in the order of their creation. His Royal 
Highness then invested the various Chiefs and 
European gentlemen with the titles and orders that 
had been conferred upon them. 

The birth of my daughter Sahibzadi Bilkis Jahan 
Begam had left me in such a weak state that I 
ought never to have undertaken the journey to 
Calcutta. I went in obedience to my Mother’s 
will, and it was only the thought that I was to see 
the heir-apparent to the throne of England that 
gave me the strength to bear the sufferings which 
my obedience entailed. I did indeed have the 
honour of visiting His Royal Highness, but, after 
that, I was too HI to take part in anything. Even 
this royal Chapter I was unable to see — a mis- 
fortune which I shall never cease to regret. After 
the Chapter, several other social functions took 
place, the most important of which was the visit 
paid by my Mother to the Viceroy and Lady 
Northbrook, and a Ausit paid by Their Excellencies 
in return. On the 18th of Zil Hijjah, we set 
out from Calcutta on our return journey. Our 
departure was private, and no official formalities - 
took place. We halted at Benares, where we 
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visited llie IMahuraja and the Maliarani of 
^’'izian:^n;rant, and again at Cawnporc. 

During this visit to Calcutta, Nawah Sidik 
Hasan Klian tried his best to gel himself made 
mitkhiar. or regent of the Slate. The question 
of my other remaining pvrdnh had been raised 
solely with this end in view. It was. however, like 
all his other plans, unavailing : for even had he 
been able to .show that, by remaining purdah, my 
IMolher was seriously hampered in the work of 
administration, he would have .still required the 
consent of the heir-apparent before he, or anj^ one 
else, could be appointed regent. 

Before proceeding to an account of the Imperial 
Durbar sit Delhi, which forms the subject of the 
next chapter, I will briefly narrate the cireumsUmces 
connected with the births of two elder children. 

]\1)' daughter Bilkis .Tahan Begam was boi*n at 
1.37 a.m. on the 21‘th day of Ramazan-ul-mubarak, 
1292 A.ii. (October 2,5th, 1875). In honour of the 
event, five convicts were, according to the custom 
of the Sfcite, liberated from gaol, and money and 
corn were distributed amongst the poor. Early in 
the morning the newly born child received the 
salutations of all who were assembled at the Shau- 
kat Mahal, after which it was taken to the mosque 
of Maji Sfdiiba to be blessed. The aJdka cere- 
mony was performed at 9 o’clock on the morning 
of the seventh day (30th of Ramazan-ul-mubavak), 
and the Sahibzadi was named Muzaffar Begam, the 
letters of which denote the date of her birth. On 
.this day the nobles and chief officers of the State 
broke their fast at my palace. 
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When the Sahibzadi was forty days old, Nawab 
Shah Jahan Begam desired to perform the chatti 
ceremony. But Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan, who 
was learned in such matters, was opposed to its 
performance, telling my mother that such cere- 
monies were not sanctioned by the Muhammadan 
religion. My mother allowed herself to be guided 
by his advice, but she showed her affection for me 
by sending jora to my house (the Hamid Manzil), 
and by coming there herself and presenting my 
husband and myself with robes of honour, which 
she placed upon us with her own hands. Instead 
of the usual presents given on such occasions, the 
midwife received a sum of two thousand rupees, 
and ornaments worth another thousand. A monthly 
sum of Rs. 250 was sanctioned for the Sahibzadi’s 
maintenance from the day of her birth. Nawab 
Shah Jahan Begam dispatched kharttaa to the 
Agent to the Governor-General and the Political 
Agent, who sent congratulatory letters in reply. 

My second child, Nawab Muhammaxi NasruUah 
Khan, was born at 3 o’clock on the morning of 
the 17th day of the month Zil Kadah, 1293 a.h. 
(December 3rd, 1876). The news was received "wath 
great joy by all classes of the population. Perhaps 
no one was more genuinely delighted than Nawab 
Kudsia Begam, for, after four generations, a male 
child was born in the family of which she was then 
the oldest and the most distinguished member. It 
is almost a law of nature that the birth of a son 
gives more joy to a mother’s heart, and is regarded 
by the other members of the family as a more- 
auspicious event, than the birth of a daughter, and 
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such feelings would naturally be intensified in the 
case of a family to which for a period of seventy- 
six years God had vouchsafed no male representa- 
tive. The Kudsia Begam shared most heartily in 
the general rejoicings. According to custom, her 
retainers showed their happiness by firing off guns 
around her palace, and she accepted these and aU 
other congratulatory demonstrations with great 
good-humour and Idndness, distributing money 
and sweetmeats Avith her usual liberality. But 
the happiness which prevailed about her was not 
to be unclouded ; and in the midst of the merry- 
making a peremptory order was received to the 
effect that all firing of guns was to cease, and this 
order was worded in a manner so offensive that 
it not only wounded the feelings of the Kudsia 
Begam in a most cruel manner, but did much to 
perpetuate and intensify the estrangement which 
already existed between her and my Mother. 

One of the chief causes of this estrangement 
was my Mother’s remarriage. This was an act 
contrary to the customs of the Afghan race, and • 
the offence was aggravated by the fact that she 
had chosen to marry a man of an alien family. As 
a matter of fact, second marriages and the re- 
marriage of widows are contrary neither to 
Muhammadan custom nor to the Muhammadan 
religion. For a considerable number of years, 
however, the Muhammadans of India had rigidly 
adhered to the custom of the Afghans, and this 
had now taken such a hold on society that any 
breach of it was regarded as a heinous sin. This 
feeling was shared by men and women alike ; even 
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those whose ideas had' been modified by Western 
education never permitted second marriages in 
their own families, and up to the present day 
the practice is viewed with disfavour by nearly all 
Muhammadans of Afghan descent. It was only 
natural, therefore, that the Kudsia Begam should 
support the traditions of her family and race. But 
this I can say ^vith certainty, that, however strong 
her prejudices may have been, she would never 
have allowed them to become the cause of family 
dissensions, or to destroy her affection for her 
o\ra flesh and blood. What offended her in my 
IMother’s case was not so much the unlawfulness 
of the act itself, but the fact that the husband was 
a man of alien race, and qualified neither by rank, 
position, nor character to be the consort of the 
ruler of a State. She never publicly gave vent 
to her displeasure, but she was of too frank a 
nature to be able to disguise altogether her feelings 
towards Sidik Hasan Khan. He, too, knew the 
light in which he was regarded, and, instead of 
trying to gain her good-will by conducting himself 
with tact and courtesy, cherished resentment 
against her in his heart, and deliberately set 
himself to foment the family feud. 

In carrying out these designs, he kept another 
purpose constantly before himself, and that was to 
trouble me and my family in every way that lay in 
his power, and in both his plans he was only too 
successful. Both I and my children were forbidden 
to enjoy the privilege of the Kudsia Begam’s society 
and friendship. How painfiil this was to me only 
those can understand who are accustomed to look 
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to their elders for alTcction and love, and to regard 
their friendship as one of the most preeious things 
in the world. This trcatinenl was the more hard 
to hear since it was altogether void of reason, and 
since we endured it at the hands of a stranger who * 
never scrupled to sacrilice the happiness of others 
in order to compass his private ends. This was 
not the only injury I suircrcd. At the time of 
my man’iage. the Kudsia Bcgam spent two and a 
half lakhs of rupees on jewellery and various house- 
hold articles, which she intended as a marriage 
present for me. Many times she begged me to 
accept her gift, but my Mother, acting solely under 
the influence of Sidik Hasan Khan, would not 
permit me to do so. Her benevolent designs 
being thus frustrated, she resolved to wait for 
my pirchath ceremony, and to make her presenta- 
tion to me on that occasion ; but she only met 
with a similar disappointment. Until the day of 
her^death she Avas the victim of schemes of this 
description, and then did Sidik Hasan Khan secure 
the prize which had formed the objeet of all 
his preA'ious designs; for practically the whole 
of her property fell into his hands, a nominal 
share only finding its Avay into the State treasury. 

But to return to the birth of my son. 1 received 
eongratulatory letters from Colonel Kincaid, 
Political Agent, the Agent to the Governor- 
General, and many other English gentlemen. 
Colonel Osborne, formerly Political Agent, who had 
been specially intimate with ray family; wrote to 
me from London telling me of the pleasure Avliich 
tJie news had given him, and congratulating me in 
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the most hearty manner. My Mother sanctioned 
a monthly allowance of Rs. 250 for the maintenance 
of my new-born son, as well as a lump sum of 
Rs. 3,000 to defray the cost of the birthday and 
ahika ' ceremonies. 

The akilta ceremony took place on the seventh 
day, and my JMother named the child JMuhammad 
Nasrullah Khan. On the same day, according to 
custom, jora and other gifts were distributed at 
my expense amongst the retainers and servants of 
my household. On this occasion another event 
took place to mar our joy. My people were 
giving expression to their happiness in the usual 
manner by firing off guns, when the head chohddr 
made his appearance, and, approaching Nawab 
Ihtisham-ul-mulk, said, in the presence of all who 
were gathered there, “An order has been given 
that these people are to disperse at once.” The 
feelings of resentment which this order, and the 
manner of its delivery, aroused in us can easily be 
imagined. The Nawab Sahib, however, exercised 
his usual self-control, and merely said, “ Very well ; 
as soon as these people have received their presents 
they shall go away.” But the matter did not end 
here. No sooner had the chobddr gone away, than 
he reappeared accompanied by the Subhadar com- 
manding the Body-Guard, who said, in a loud and 
peremptory voice, “Dismiss these people instantly.” 

' This is a custom observed by the Arabs on the birth of a child : 
namely^ leaving the hair on the infant’s head until the seventh day^ 
when it is shaved^ and animals arc sacrificed — namely^ two sheep for a 
boy and one for a girl. It is enjoined by Muhammadan law^ and 
observed in all parts of Islam ” (Hughes’ Diclimary of Islam) ^ It is' 
usual to nan^e the child on this day'. 
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There was nothing for it but to comply ; and the 
Na'wab Ssihib reluctantlj' requested all who w^re 
present to depart, and at once sent a report of the 
whole aflair to the Begiun, the only result of which 
was tliat he liimself Avas severely reprimanded. 
However disLnsteful the doings at my palace may 
have been to 7ny Mother, she would never, of lier 
own accord, have issued such an order. All her 
acts at this time were controlled by the specious 
arguments of her husband, and, not unfrequently, 
orders were issued in her name and carried into 
cfTcct before she had so mueh as heard of them. 
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THE IMPERIAL DURBAR AT DELHI 

In 1876, the newspapers announced that, on 
January 1st of the following year, a royal durbar 
would be held at Delhi, at which Her Majesty 
the Queen was to be proclaimed Empress of India. 
On October 13th, 1876 (24th of Ramazan, 1293 a.h.), 
a communication arrived from the Political Agent 
enclosing a formal in\dtation to the durbar. The 
invitation was, of course, accepted^and extensive 
preparations for the journey and the camp at 
Delhi were made. Her Highness’s retinue was 
divided into three detachments, twov of which 
consisted of the troops and camp equipment, and 
the third, which was the last to leave, of Her 
Highness’s attendants and personal baggage. JMy 
own arrangements I had to commence two days 
after the birth of Nawab NasruUah Khan. JMy 
European friends, as well as many of my relations, 
were altogether opposed to my going. But Sidik 
Hasan Khan had made up his mind that I should 
not be left behind, and he was, as usual, supported 
by my Mother. The reason of this determination 
was plain enough to me. Sidik Hasan Khan 

feared that, in the absence of my Mother, my 
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former intimacy witli the Kudsia Begam would be 
renewed, and all that he hoped to achieve by 
keeping us apart from each other might be lost. 

In spite of my weakness, I obe 3 ’^cd my Mother’s 
instructions, as indeed it was my duty to do, and 
set about preparing for my departure. AVe set 
out at 7 o’clock on the moniing of the 27th Zil 
Kadah, 1293 A.ii., the caravan consisting of Her 
Highness, mj’^self, Sidik Hasan Khan, Nawab 
Ihtisham-ul-mulk, and various nobles and state 
oflicials, numbering in all one hundred and sixty- 
three people. Hoshangiibad was reached on the 
30th of Zil Kadah, 1293 a.h. (December 17th, 1870 
A.n.). We were met here by the officer command- 
ing the Hoshangabad detachment with a guard 
of honour, besides several European officials. Wc 
left Hoshangabad the same day and reached 
Itarsi in the evening. Here we were joined by 
the Political Agent, who had gone on in advance, 
and we embarked on the special train which was 
to convey us to Delhi. AVe had to stop at Jab- 
balpdr, Allahabad, and Aligarh, as, owing to my 
indisposition, special food had to be prepared for 
me at these stations. At 11 o’clock in the 
morning, we arrived at , Delhi. A company of 
British soldiers formed a guard of honour, and 
presented arms as we alighted from the train. The 
Commissioner of Delhi and two Secretaries wel- - 
corned us on behalf of His Excellency the Viceroy, 
and various other European gentlemen were present 
on the platform. 

As soon as Her Highness entered the camp, a 
• salute of nineteen guns was fired. Since cholera 
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was prevalent at this time, the Government had 
passed an order limiting the retinues of the 
Chiefs attending the durbar, the number of 
persons to accompany each Chief being fixed 
according to his rank. My Mother’s retinue con- 
sisted of five hundred people, and the Bhopal 
camp was arranged to accommodate this number. 
The spot selected was near the village of AzMpiir, 
a healthy situation, and one that commanded a fine 
prospect. At 7.30 a.m. on Friday, 5th Zil Hijjah, 
Colonel William Kincaid, the Political Agent, 
called upon Her Highness to discuss the share 
which Bhopal should take in welcoming His 
Excellency the Viceroy on his arrival at Delhi, and 
on the following day Sidik Hasan Khan visited ' 
Sir Henry Daly, Agent to the Governor-General 
for Central India, to consult mth him concerning 
the arrangements to be made for the reception 
of His Excellency at Her Highness’s camp. Lord 
Lytton arrived in Delhi on the morning of the 7th, 
and the Chiefs assembled at the railway station to 
receive him. His Excellency, fearing that my 
Mother would be inconvenienced by so large a 
concourse of people, had excused her from being 
present at the railway station, and Bhopal was, 
therefore, represented by Sirdars of the State and 
a detachment of the State troops. The following 
day. His Excellency sent his Secretary to make 
mquiries after my Mother’s health and welfare, and 
similar messages were received from the Rdja of 
Nabha and the Kaja of Samthar. Later on in the 
day, my Mother dispatched a messenger to the 
Nabha Camp to inquire after the. health of the Raja. 
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In the evening, intelligence wns received from 
the Political Agent that the Viceroy would receive 
Her Highness on December 27th, and that she was 
to be accompanied by not more than eight Sirdars ; 
a programme of the procedure to be observed 
at this interview was also sent, together vdth 
eight tickets, on which the names, rank, and 
designation of the Sirdars accompanying Her High- 
ness were to be VTitten in English. All the 
arrangements for the visit were duly completed, 
and on the following day, i.e. December 27th, I87G, 
the Political Agent conducted the Begam to the 
Viceroy’s camp, those accompanying her being 
jNawab Sidik Hasan Khan, Nawab Ihti.sham-ul- 
mulk, Muhammad tJamsil-ud-dfn Khsin Sdhib, 
First Slinister of the State, INIisin Ntir-ul-hasan 
Khan, Mian Akil Muhammad Khsin, Misin Nazfr 
Muhammad Khsin, Misin Alamgir Muhammad 
Khsin, and Munshi Syad Abdul Ali Kli^n, the 
State Vakfl. I "was unable to go owing to my 
indisposition, which the cold in camp had tended 
to aggravate. Her Highness was received with 
the usual salute of nineteen guns. The Chief 
Secretary, the Under Secretary, and Sir Henry 
Daly met her at the door of her carriage, and 
everything took place as an’anged in the pro- 
gramme. His Excellency greeted my Mother in 
English, and asked her about her journey from 
Bhopal. He then inquired after me and Nawsib 
NasruUah Khln, and expressed his surprise that 
I was able to undertake so trying a journey. “I 
am very pleased,” he said, "tliat in spite of the 
very recent birth of your grandchild you have yet 
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been able to come here and take part in this 
imperial durbar. I have heard much of your 
venerable Mother, the Nawab Sikandar Begam, 
and of the many and high honours which were 
bestowed upon her. The history of her travels 
in Arabia written by herself, a copy of which you 
were kind enough to send to me, I have read with 
real pleasure. I, too, belong to a family of authors, 
and my whole life has been passed amongst men 
of learning, so I hope you will regard my apprecia- 
tion of the book as a guarantee of its merits.” At 
this moment the flag which had been sent to my 
Mother by Her Majesty the Queen was brought, 
and unfolded near His Excellency’s throne. Where- 
upon, His Excellency descended from his seat, and, 
leading my Mother up to the flag, explained its 
high significance, and said, “ This flag is a s5mibol 
of the friendly relations which exist between the 
Bhopal State and the English Government. Let 
it be carried in the state processions of Bhopal 
from generation to generation.” He then presented 
my Mother with a gold -medal, on which was 
inscribed, in English and Persian, the words 
“ Empress of India.” In doing so he said, “ It 
gives me great pleasure to present to you, on behalf 
of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, this medal 
and flag. I trust that you will honour them, and 
that you and your successors will regard them as 
tokens of the ft’iendship of the Empress of India 
towards you, and as mementoes of this imperial 
durbar, at which Her Majesty the Queen has taken 
the title. Empress of India. Whenever this flag 
is unrolled, you wiU remember, not only that your ' 
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loyal State is joined by the bonds of friendship 
to the English throne, but that it is the real desire 
of the Ruler of Great Britain that your family 
, should long continue to be great and prosperous. 
I have also the pleasure to inform jmu that the 
Nawab Sahib has been granted a salute of seven- 
teen guns throughout India.” After this announce- 
ment, he shook hands with the Nawab Sahib, and 
the inter\dew . came to an end. The Private 
Secretary, the Under Secretary, and the Agent 
to the Governor-General for Central India con- 
ducted my Mother and Sidik Hasan Khan to their 
carriage, and congratulated them upon the honours 
which they had received. As they left the 
Viceroy’s camp, salutes of nineteen .and seventeen 
guns were fired. On reaching her quarters, Her 
^ Highness dispatched a messenger to caiTy her 
saldms to the Raja of Samthar, and the same even- 
ing complimentary messages were received from 
the Rajas of Gwalior, Datia, and Benares. 

On the afternoon of January 28 th, His Excellency 
the Viceroy paid a return visit to Her Highness. 
He was met half a mile from the Bhopal camp, 
and escorted to the entrance, where the Begam, 
in -person, received him as he alighted from his 
carriage, while a salute of thirty-one guns was 
fired. The Viceroy was accompanied by the 
-i Foreign Secretary, the Military ' Secretary, the 
! Private Secretary, the Agent to the Governor- 
5,' t>- General for Central India, the officer commanding 
I the Body-Guard, and other European officers. 

I After the usual greetings. His Excellency took his 
i' seat, with the Begam on his right hand, and the 
! 8 
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members of his staff, in order of rank, upon his 
left. On the Begam’s left sat the Political Agent, 
and the Sirdars of the State. After nazardna had 
been presented, the Begam gave His Excellency 
a copy of The History of Bhopal^ and also a book 
entitled Shams-i-Anjwnan^ which had been com- 
piled by her husband, Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan. 
His Excellency looked at this book with much 
interest, and, rising from his seat, shook the Nawab 
by the hand, saying, “ I thank you for ithis book.” 
In reply the Nawab said, “ I am highly honoured 
by your acceptance of this poor gift.” His Ex- 
cellency then inquired if the book contained 
extracts fr’om the works of the poet S^di, and on 
being informed that it did he expressed much 
pleasure. Ttr and pdn^ together with fr’esh and 
dried fr’uits, were then distributed, and Her High- 
ness presented the Viceroy with a fan, inlaid with 
gold, as an example of Bhopal workmanship, and 
purses ornamented with gold embroidery and 
filled with cardamoms were given to each member 
of the staff. This concluded the interview, and 
His Excellency and party left, being escorted, as 
on his arrival, to a distance of half a mile fi’om the 
camp. On this occasion, the soldiers of the artillery 
composing the saluting battery received fi’om Her 
Highness a present of five hundred rupees. 

The following day, Nizam-ul-mulk Asif Jah sent 
Nawdb Imdd Jang, with other Nobles, to carry 
his compliments to Her Highness, and to inquire 
after her health, and similar greetings were also 
received from other Chiefs, all of which were suit- 
ably acknowledged and returned. Besides the 
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officers of Central India, manj' other European 
ladies and gentlemen visited my Motlicr, and "svere 
all much impressed by the affabilit}*^ and courtesy 
^ vitli •\vhicli they were received. On the l.'lth Zil 
Hiijaii, the flag which had been presented by Her 
Majesty the Queen was brought from the I*olitical 
Agents quarters by Ghulam Mahbub Khan, 
Mohtamini of the kdr-klutna and received with 
all due honour. The same day Her Highness paid 
a visit to Her Excellency Lady Lytton, by Avhom 
she "was most cordiallj^ welcomed. His Excel- 
lency was also present, and talked with my JMother 
in a very friendly manner, the Political Agent 
acting as intei’preter. At her departure, His Ex- 
cellenc}' shook hands with my ^Mother and with 
Nawi'ib Sidik Hasan Khan, and presented each 
* \vith a copy of one of his own works. 

Her Highness also sent through the Political 
Agent, and the Agent to the Governor-General, 
copies of The ITisiorij of Bhopal to the Governors ' 
of Bombay, and Sladras, the Maharaja of Gwalior, 
the Ijieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, the Khan 
of Kheliit, Jfawab Imad .Tang, and the Mir 
Munshi to Sir Salar .Tang. On this day the 
Political Agent sent twenty-three tickets for the 
Durbar. Of these, one was for Her Highness ; 
eight were for the following ; Nawiib Sidik Hasan 
Khan, Nawdb Ihtishara-ul-mulk Ali Jah Bahildur, 
Maulavi Jamitl-ud-din Sahib Bahadur, the First 
^ Minister, Miitn N6r-ul-hasan, Mian AJamgfr 
Muhammad IChan, Mian Ali Hasan IChan, Miiin 
Sadar Muhammad IChan, and Syad Abdul Ali, tlie 
State Vakfl ; and the remaining fourteen were for 
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various Sirdars, to whom third-class seats had been 
assigned. Her Highness was assigned a seat close 
to the Agent to the Governor-General for Central 
India, and to the Mahlirajas of Gwalior and Indore. 

January 1st was the ever-memorable day for 
which all these elaborate and magnificent pre- 
parations had been made, in lionour of which this 
great concourse of ruling Princes had assembled, 
a day which brought joy to every heart in India, 
and the record of which makes one of the most 
brilliant pages in her history. At 10 o’clock in 
the morning, Her Highness went in state to the 
durbar. She drove in a carriage drawn by four 
horses, and was escorted by her nobles and re- 
tainers and a detachment of the State troops. 
The assemblage was held in an enormous pavilion 
situated at the foot of the famous ridge, from 
which the British forces bombarded Delhi during 
the Mutiny. The seats of the ruling Chiefs were 
arranged on a semicircular platform, painted white 
and gold, and facing the Viceregal Throne. Indian 
nobles, who were not ruling Chiefs, and govern- 
ment officials, were accommodated in rows behind 
the Throne, and in the very centre of the pavilion 
* was displayed the rdyal Crown, surrounded by 
the flags of all the Feudatory States of India. The 
platform for the accommodation of the Chiefs was 
divided into thirty-six blocks, and to the block of 
each Chief was affixed the flag of liis State. The 
middle of the semicircle was occupied by His 
Highness the Nizam, and the Mahdrajas of Mysore 
and -Baroda, the Chiefs of Rajput^na being on 
their right,, and those of Central India on their 
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left. The Chiefs of the Punjab occupied the ex- 
treme right of the crescent, and the lesser Chiefs 
the extreme left. The Governors of IVladras and 
Bombaj^ the Lieutenant-Governors of the Punjab, 
Bengal, and the North-West Provinces, and the 
Commander-in-Chief in India were also seated 
on tliis platform. Each of these was attended 
by his staff, and each Chief by the nobles of his 
State ; and, as the durbar filled, the handsome 
and many-coloured imiforms of the A’Vest, mingling • 
with the barbaric splendour of the East, formed a 
spectacle as unique as it was brilliant. AU the 
troops assembled at Delhi were dra\vn up on 
either side of the pavilion, the European portion 
on the north side, and the Indian portion on the 
south. 

His Excellency Lord Lytton arrived at noon, 
and was received with a royal salute -without 
guns. He was wearing the robes of a Grand 
Commander of the Star of India, and was accom- 
panied by Lady Lytton and his daughters. Heralds - 
announced his approach -with a flourish of trumpets, 
and massed bands played the National Anthem. 
Ha-vdng taken liis seat on the Viceregal throne, 
His Excellency commanded the Chief Herald to 
read the proclamation “of the assumption of the 
Imperial title by Her Majesty the Queen.” This 
having been done, a translation of the same in 
Urdu was read by the Foreign Secretary, after 
which the Royal Standard was hoisted, a salute - 
of a hundred-and-one salvos of artiUery and a.feur- ' 
de-joie were fired, and the bands again played the 
National Anthem. His Excellency the. Viceroy 
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and Governor-General then rose and addressed 
the assembly. The speech which he delivered, 
worthy in every way of the greatness of the 
occasion, does not need to be reproduced here. 
It forms, together , with the Proclamation and Her 
IMajesty’s gracious message to her Indian subjects, 
a permanent part of the history of the Empire, and 
there must be few amongst my readers to whom 
it is not familiar. IVhen the Viceroy and Governor- 
General had concluded his address, the assembly 
spontaneously rose and joined the troops in giving 
repeated cheers ; His Highness the IMaharaja 
Sindhia, His Highness the Maharfija of Jaipur, 
on behalf of the Chiefs of Rajputana, His Ex- 
cellency Sir Salar Jang, on behalf of His Highness 
the Nizam, Her Highness the Begam of Bhopal, 
His Highness the IMaharaja of Cashmere, and 
other Chiefs, also rose and gave expression to 
sentiments of loyalty and congratulation ; massed 
bands played the National Anthem, and at His 
Excellency’s command the Assembly 'was dissolved. 

The same evening a state banquet took place, 
at which His Excellency proposed, for the first 
time, the toast of the' Queen-Empress. Nawab 
Sidik Hasan Khan represented my Mother on 
tliis night, and His Excellency requested him to 
inform Her Highness that he had already cabled 
her congratulations, with those of the other Chiefs, 
to Her Imperial Majesty in London. 

On the day after the durbar, Her Highness 
called upon Lady L3rtton at the Viceregal camp. 
The visit was returned the followng day. Her 
Excellency being accompanied by the Viceroy’s 
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Secretary and the Political Agent. Nawab Ihtish- 
ara-ul-mulk and the First Minister escorted Her 
Excellency to the Bhopal camp, at the entrance to 
which .she was received by Nawiib Sidik Hasan 
Khiin, a detachment of the State Lancers forming 
a guard of honour. As mementoes of this visit, 
Ijady Ljd-ton gave my Mother a ring set with 
diamonds, and photographs of herscll' .and Lord 
L)i;ton. Jly ^Mother’s gifts to Her Excellency 
consisted of a fan. a pair of jewelled earrings, and 
a jewelled necklace. The next day, when my 
jMother was pa)ang her farewell visit, His Ex- 
cellency, on beh.alf of the Queen, presented her 
with a sword and belt,’ and sent to me and to 
Nawab Ihtisham-ul-mulk silver medals which had 
been struck in memoiy of the durbar. On 
.Tanuary .5th, Her Highness visited the Nizam. 
She was received b)*^ Sir Salar .Tang, and, after a 
brief meeting with His Highness, entered the 
Zenana and saw the Begams. The return visit 
took place on .January 6th, and, after the dis- 
tribution of 'Hr and pan, the Niz/im, who was .at 
tlijit time very jmung, was taken into the Zenana 
tents, while Sir Salar .Tang was entertained by 
'Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan. 

During our stay at Delhi I had suffered much 
on account of the cold, and so, at the close of 
the durbar. Her Highness decided, for the sake 
of my health, to leave our camp at Azadpur, and 
seek accommodation in the city. Two houses 
wei’e accordingly engaged, and we moved into 

^ Tin's sword was afterwards presented to Saliibzdda Colonel ObaiduUali 
Khan^ on liis assuming command of the Forces of the State. 
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them on January 7th. Before our departure we 
visited the Fort, the tomb of Humayun, and many 
other places of historic interest, and pilgrimages 
were made to the tombs of Hasrat Kutub-ud- 
dm Balditiyar Khaki, and Sheik Kizam-ud-din 
Ahmad Baiauni, as well as to other sacred spots. 
Many of the European residents of Dellii called 
upon us, and we spent a considerable time making 
purchases in the shops of the city. W e left Dellii 
on January 22nd, our party being divided into three 
detachments as on our outward journey. A halt 
' of a few days was made at Agra. We were 
received on our arrival by a guard of honour 
and a salute, and we took up our quarters at 
the house of Sait Lakshmi Chand. As at Delhi, 
we visited the chief buildings and shops, and Her 
Highness subscribed Rs. 500 towards the repairs 
of one of the city mosques. Whilst we were in 
Agra, presents amounting to Rs. 6000 were dis- 
tributed amongst our retainers and servants, and 
Sait Lakshmi Chand, who had shoiVn us gi’eat 
politeness and attention, was presented ivith a 
khildt. We left Agra on the 14<th of Muharram, 
and, travelling via Caivnpore, reached Bhopal in 
five days. 



CHAPTER VIII 


A>r ENTKIITAINMENT — A REfinETTABI.E DURBAR — 
BIRTH or SAiriB^ADA OBAIDULLAII KHAN — 
SOME CEREMONIES. 

It hud been Her Higlmess’s intention to entertain 
her European friends at a banquet during her visit 
to Delhi. But, so numerous were the engagements 
during the durbar week, that the prqjeet had to 
be abandoned, and Her Highness determined to 
invite them to Bhopal instead. Orders were, 
therefore, sent to Bhopal that aiTangements should 
be made without delay for the aeeommodation of 
the guests, as well as for their eonveyanee by road 
from Itarsi ; and, by tlie time Her Highness had 
returned from Delhi, the invitations had been sent 
out, and the preparations Avere Avell advaneed. On 
February 21st, the Politieal Agent eame to inspeet 
the arrangements, and on the folloAving day the 
\nsitors began to arrive. Sir Henry Daly, Agent 
to the Governor-General, reached Bhopal on the 
25th. He was met at the Lai Gathi by NaAv^b 
Sidik Hasan Khan, Avith the chief nobles of the 
State, and a guard of honour from the State army, 
and a salute of seventeen guns Avas fired as he 
entered the city. In the evening. Her Highness 
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held a durbar in her city palace, at which she 
formally bade her guests welcome. 

The next morning, Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan 
paid a visit to Sir Henry Daly, who, in the course 
of conversation, urged the necessity of introducing 
vaccination into the State, and recommended that 
arrangements for doing so sliould be entrusted to 
JMunshi Ragab Ali Khiin. Her Higlmess cordially 
welcomed the suggestion, and the appointment of 
Ragab Ali Khan was at once sanctioned. JMembers 
of Her Highness’s family had always been vaccinated 
by a European doctor, but as soon as I heard of 
the new arrangement that had been made, 1 asked 
permission to liave my eldest son Nawab Nasrullah 
Khan vaccinated, for I thought that his example 
would do much to encourage others, and to dispel 
the fear whicli the new remedy was likely to in- 
spire among the ignorant classes. At 4 o’clock 
the same afternoon. Sir Hemy Daly, accompanied 
by ah the European guests, went to Shahjahanabad 
and laid the foundation of the Kaisar Gang, which 
Her Highness had decided to build in commemora- 
tion of the Imperial Proclamation. Both Her 
Majesty the Queen and the Viceroy were informed 
of this event, and signified to Her Highness the 
gratification which the intelligence gave them. 

In the evening, a banquet took place in the 
Jahangirdbad Kothi. On this occasion, both 
English and Indian dishes were served, and many 
of the latter were greatly appreciated. At the 
conclusion of the repast, the toast of the Queen- 
Empress was drunk, and speeches were made by 
Her Highness and Sir Henry Daly. The principal' 
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event of the next day was a militaiy renew, in 
wliich both the Imperial Sernce troops and the 
State army took part. Every one praised the 
precision wth wliich the various evolutions were 
executed, and tlie uniform of the troops and tlie 
liorses of the cavalrj' were generally admired. In 
the afternoon, the mint, the gaol, and the hospital 
were visited, and at night the guests were enter- 
tained at dinner by Nawal) Sidik Has.an Khan. 
The Nawab Sahib himself proposed the royal 
toast, and Colonel Kincaid, the Political Agent, 
proposed the health of the Nawsib Sahib. Sir 
Henrj' Daly then made a short speech, in which 
he congratulated Sidik Hasan Khan on having 
received the honour of a salute, and spoke of the 
friendship which the Queen-Empress always dis- 
played towards the Bhopal State. He concluded 
by praising the administration of the Begam, 
maldng particular reference to the help she was 
giving towards the construction of the railway 
from Itarsi, and the bridge over the Narbadda at 
Hoshangabad. The Nawab Siibib briefly responded, 
and after 'Hr and had been distributed, and 
each guest had received a present of a hattua^ the - 
party broke up. 

The next day was occupied in visiting the 
Fatehgarh Fort, the Old Fort, the High Scliool, 
and the press. In the afternoon, the Bhopal 
troops gave an assault-at-arms, and in the evening 
in spite of a gale of %vind, a grand display of 
fireworlis took place in. the Nishat Afeah garden, 

> A battua is a small liag made of embroidered silk^ and used to hold 
betelj cardamoms^ or tobacco. 
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at the conclusion of which Hti' and pan were again 
distributed, and each lady was presented with a 
handkerchief of Bhopal manufacture. Sir Henry 
Daly left the next morning, and the remaining 
guests the day after. Previous to their departure 
they paid a farewell visit to the Begam at the 
Shaukat IMalial, when Her Highness presented 
each of them with her photograph and The History 
of Bhopal, every copy of which bore her own 
signature. 

It was not long after these festivities, that a very 
regrettable event took place. IMy readers have 
been told hoAV Sidik Hasan Khan came to Bhopal 
an ordinary individual, possessing neither rank nor 
fame, and how by the help of fortune, he gradually 
rose to a position equal in importance and dignity 
to that of a ruler of a state. The Govern- 
ment of India, ever mindful of the ancient 
and unbroken loyalty of the Bhopal State, and 
ever ready to treat its rulers with considera- 
tion, conferred on Sidik Hasan Khan, at the 
earnest entreaty of Nawab Shah Jahan Begam> 
the same titles and distinctions and the same 
salute as had previously been granted to Nawab 
Umrao Dula. In the reign of Nawab Sikandar 
Begam, it had been enacted by the Government of 
India that the husband of the ruler of Bhopal 
should be allowed no share in the administration of 
the State. This enactment Sidik Hasan Khan 
systematically ignored. F or some.tiine, the political 
officers at Indore and Bhopal, desirous of deferring 
as far as possible to the wishes of my Mother, over- • 
looked this conduct, until at last his interference 
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passed all reasonable limits. After the entertain- 
ment described above, his behanour grew worse 
and worse, and he committed such acts as would 
assuredly liave brought about the interference of 
the political officers, had it not been for the well- 
known lo3%alty of Naw:ib Shah Jahan Begam. So 
great, however, was Sidik Hjisan Ivh.'in’s influence 
over her, that .she became absolutel}'' blind to his 
intriguing nature. She would oppose him in 
nothing, and would never hear a word breathed 
agjiinst his character. That he possessed learning 
and ability is bej'ond question ; but he abused 
both. His lot fell to him in a fair gi'ound, but 
neither to the State nor to the British Government 
did he manifest the smallest signs of gratitude. 
His dislo3'altj' to the State found vent in an 
attempt to vilify the gOA'ernment and blacken the 
reputation of Nawab Sikandar Begam, the wisdom 
of whose administration has been, "and continues to 
be, eulogized by statesmen and politicians of the 
highest rank. The attack •which he made on the 
fair name of this ruler was so gross and un- 
warranted that it outraged the feelings of ever}'^ 
one who possessed any sense of decency or justice. 

The occasion selected by Sidik Hasan Khan for 
the promulgation of this slander Avas a large 
durbar held, apparently, wth no other object 
but his o^vn glorification. It was attended by 
all the leading nobles and officials of the State, 
and the proceedings opened -with a proclamation, 
in the course of which the administration of the 
late Begam was subjected to the most offensive 
criticism, her reign being described as a- period of 
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barbarism and oppression. With the exception 
of his own adherents, all who were present were 
disgusted at the tone of the proclamation, and 
took no pains to conceal their contempt for its 
originator. It was followed by a speech from the 
Nawab Sahib himself, of such prodigious length 
that to give even a summary of it would tax a far 
better memory than mine. But there were some 
passages in it which, by reason of their very 
malignancy, I can never forget. In attempting to 
draw a comparison between the present reign and 
the past, he stigmatized the Sikandar Begam as a 
despot, and described the whole State as groaning 
under the tyranny and injustice of her rule. My 
Mother he praised in the most extravagant terms. 
She was the most enlightened, generous, and 
capable administrator ' of her day, and her reign 
was the reign of peace, justice, and merc5^ Then, 
as though he were a magistrate addressing an 
unlawful assembly, he warned his audience not to 
mistake clemency for weakness. He was . well 
aware, he said, that a number of evilly disposed 
persons were attempting to make mischief and to 
stir up sedition in the State. Amongst others he 
mentioned Latif Muhammad Khan and Majid 
Muhammad Khdn, the two sons of Nawab Umrao 
Dula, who, he stated, were weU known to be in 
the habit of paying secret visits to Nawab Ihtisham- 
ul-mulk, and, by working on his inexperience with 
evil advice, lyere endeavouring to form a party 
hostile to the Begam and to the State. But by 
the Grace of God — and his own prowess — their base 
designs would soon be frustrated. Much more 
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followed in the same strain, and he eventuall}’^ 
brought his harangue to an end with an outburst 
of self-glorification, and a fulsome expression of his 
gratitude and devotion to the Begam and the 
British B.aj. 

Although the charges brought against my 
husband and the sons of Nawab Umrao Dula 
were vrithout a particle of foundation, it may Avell 
be imagined that such words, spoken as they were 
at a public durbar, and by one who was to all intents 
and purposes a stranger to the State, inflicted on ■ 
me, and many others, wounds which time ■wall not 
easily heal. Out of regard for Nawab Shah Jahan 
Begam, we refrained fi’om gridng expression to our 
feelings, and heard both the proclamation and 
speech in silence. In this durbar, Sidik Hasan 
Khan attempted to imitate the proceedings at the ‘ 
Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, he himself being 
the *• ^^iceroy ” of the occasion ; and he e\ddently 
thought that he could best show his appreciation 
of the honours that had been heaped upon him by 
heaping insults upon other people. 

By this magnificent display of his greatness, as 
well as by the proclamation and his own speech, 
in both of which his sei’vices to the State, his titles, 
and his honours were elaborately set forth, he 
thought to "win the respect and admiration of the 
whole population. But true respect is not to be - 
gained by self-praise and intimidation, and any 
claims to admiration which Sidik Hasan Khdn may 
have possessed were far from being strengthened 
by this ill-judged and unseemly proceeding. The 
proclamation read in this durbar was in the name 
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of Nawab Shah .Tahan Begam, but it would be 
altogether unjust to hold her responsible for it. 
Those who act under compulsion merit pity and 
sympathy rather than condemnation. That my 
Mother acted under compulsion I have no doubt, 
and I believe that no one who knew her will think 
otherwise, or lay the events of that unhappy day 
to her charge. 

On the 7th day of the month Zil Kadah 
(November 30th), the birth of my second son, 
Sahibzada Muh.ammad Obaidullah Khan, took 
place, and was the cause of general rejoicing. The 
customary demonstrations of joy, however, did not 
take place. My readers will remember the unfor- 
tunate circumstances attending the celebration of 
the birth of my eldest son. I was determined to take 
eveiy precaution against the repetition of such an 
experience ; and, except that 1 distributed presents 
to the various members of my household, no 
festivities were held. On the third da)’', my Mother 
came to see her grandson, and sanctioned for him 
an allowance of Rs. 250 a month, besides defraying 
the cost of his birthday and ahfka ceremonies. 

It was about this time, that another event occurred 
which aggravated, to a considerable extent, my 
Mother’s displeasure with me. This was the mar- 
riage of Mian Alamgir Muhammad Khan. It was 
my Mother’s desire that a marriage should take 
place between the daughter of this person and my 
eldest son, and my consent to the proposal was 
asked. I knew that to refuse was to provoke my 
Mother’s wrath, so I avoided giving a direct reply, 
which, indeed, was not difficult, seeing that Alamgir- 
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Muhammad Khan was onl}' just married, and did 
not at present possess a daughter. Time went on, 
and T was beginning to hope that the matter had 
been forgotten, wlien. unfortunatel}^ a daughter 
appeared. The proposal was at once ^ene^red, and 
Sidik Hasan Khan did his utmost to further it. 
He was well aware of Her Highness’s attachment 
to Alamgir Muhammad Kliun. He also Icnew that 
I should object to the match on account of his not 
beins: of noble birth on his mother’s side, and that 
my refusal would gi-eatl}' inflame the Begara’s anger 
against me. The subject was continually talked 
about, and my I^lother constantly sent her female 
attendants to me in the hope that they might 
elicit my ^•iews about it. I, however, maintained 
a rigid silence, and, even had I approved the pro- 
posal, nothing definite could possiblj’’ have been 
settled, as my son was barely tw'o years old, and " 
the girl only just born. At last, my j\lother, 
unable to comprehend what my silence signified, 
asked me, point-blank, whether I consented to the 
proposed marriage or not. I told her, plainly, that 
I did not. She was extremel}’^ displeased, and said. 

*•' What ! Are you unwilling that your son should 
be allied to the family of Wazir IS'luhammad 
Khan ? ” I replied that, had that family been noble 
on both sides, then neither in the case of my mar- . 
riage, nor her owm, would it .have been necessary 
for Kawab Silcandar Begam to search for husbands 
outside the circle of her own relatives ; and I added 
that I looked to her to exercise no less circum- 
spection in arranging the marriages of her grand- 
children than had been used in her case and mine. 

9 
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Shortly after this, the daughter of Alamgir Muham- 
mad Khun died, and her mother also ; and all 
possibihty of an alliance between our families was 
at an end. But my answer had made my Mother 
extremely angry, and it long remained one of the 
chief causes of her ill-will towards me. 

On Tuesdaj^ 25th Shubun, 1297 a.h. (August 
3rd, 1880 a.d.), at 8 o’clock in the morning, 
' my youngest daughter, Asif Jahitn Begam, was 
born. ]My IM other honoured us \vith her presence 
at the ahika ceremony, and I distributed jora and 
other gifts to my dependents and servants. At this 
time, I was in a very bad state of health. I had 
fallen ill before the birth of my daughter, and, after 
that event, my sickness increased to an alarming 
extent. I was placed under the treatment of Hakim 
Muazzad-dm. The whole city became alarmed, 
prayers for my recovery were offered up in all the 
mosques, the Holy Koran was read through from 
beginning to end, and the prayer that God “ would 
keep the light of Bhopal kindled ” was on every lip. 

Nawub Kudsia Begam, being in disfavour iidth 
my Mother, was at first diffident about visiting me. 
But her anxiety became more than she could bear, 
and, during the latter part of my illness, she came 
two or three times in every week to see me. I had 
always been a favourite \\dth her, and she was much 
distressed on account of my illness, and distributed 
laldis of rupees in charity for my restoration to 
health. At length, after three long months, I was 
pronounced convalescent. I took the “ bath of 
recovery,” and was invested by my Mother iidth 
the “ robe of health.” 



ILL-IlEQUITEl) GENEROSITY I3l 

]My recoveiy was the signal for general rejoicings 
and thanksgi\ings. The joy of the Kudsia Begiim 
wa'. bex'ond description ; and the benc\'olence and 
liberality she displayed on this occasion will long 
be remembered. To me she sent a “robe of 
he:ilth “ and a lakh of rupees in cash, while to 
each of my children she presented a like sum of 
money, as well as to my Mother and Sidik 
Hasan Khan. The latter, however, caused the 
Avhole amount to be returned, with a message 
to the following effect ; “ Her Highness desires 
me to state that, as you are displeased with her, 
she is unable to accept your money, and, as she 
cannot accept it, neither is it fitting that her 
children should do so.” That a quarrel existed is 
true, but this was not the reason why the money 
was returned, a transaction with which m}*^ Mother 
probably had little or nothing to do. Sidik Hasan 
Khan was, in reality, furthering a plan of his own, 
which only became apparent after the Kudsia 
Begam’s death. And when that sad event took 
place, this large sum went to swell the amount 
which, as I have already narrated, found its way 
into Sidik Hasan Khan’s pocket. The property 
which the Kudsia Begam left was neither inspected 
by my IMother, nor was any correct valuation of it 
ever made. There was a considerable sum in cash, 
and this was invested in railway shares, but of the 
rest only a very small portion was ever accounted for. 

When mj^ eldest daughter reached her fourth 
year, Naw4b Shah Jahan Begam took entire 
charge of her. At the aktka ceremony, a grant of 
Rs. 250 a month had been made to defray the cost 
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of her upbringing. From this allowance, however, 
only the pay of the Sahibzadi’s personal servants 
was taken. The remainder was allowed to ac- 
cumulate in my deorhit all other expenses being 
boiTie by my Mother. Until her sixth year, my 
daughter’s ceremonies were performed in the 
ordinary fashion. But, in the beginning of her 
seventh year, the nashra sura bakr was cele- 
brated on an unusually large scale. The nashra 
sAra hahr is usually preceded by the ceremony 
of hismillah,^ and this custom had been followed 
in my own case, as well as in the case of my 
sister, Nawab Sulaiman Jahan Begam. Unhappily, 
this sister died only a month after the bismillah 
had taken place ; and this sad event was so fresh 
in my Mother’s mind, and the performance of the 
ceremony would have recalled so many painful 
thoughts to her, that she determined to omit it 
in the present instance, and to prepare for the 
nashra si'ira bakr instead. 

The celebration took place on the first day of 
Muharram, 1299 a.h. All the relatives of the family 
and the nobles of the State were presented with 

^ Properly speakings the hismiUah ceremony should take place n*heu 
the child is four yearsj four months^ and four days old. It consists in 
teaching the child to recite the inscription which is found at the com- 
mencement of the Koraiij hlRmU-^ldJdr-rahmdn-nir-rahim^ "In the 
name of God the Merciful^ the Gracious.** After this ceremony, the 
child is sent to school and taught the alphabet^ and to recite certain 
passages from the Koran. In all there are seven important ceremonies 
for children. The birthday ceremony^ which takes place on the day 
of birtli ; the naming ceremony and the nhika ceremony^ which take 
place on the seventh day ; the purification of the mother on the fortieth 
day ; the bismillah ; circumcision^ usually in the seventh year ; and 
the ceremony which takes place when the child has completed- the 
reading of the Koran. 
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jora. and the Ministers and oLlicr Stale ofliccrs were 
entcrlained at a banquet. Tlic rclalive.s of the 
fatnily .also presented Jorn to iny daughter, and all 
tiic-e jam were ciirried in procession to the Taj 
3Iahal palace. My other, at this time, lived in the 
city. but. as a procession wiis c. ncccssar}* part of the 
fiuietion. it was decided that it should lake place at 
the 'Faj Mahal, as the route thither lay through 
the main thoroughfares of tl)e city. On this festive 
occasion. Her Highness presented khilnis to my 
hu.s,band :ind my.self, and to all the members of 
the families of the ^Va•/^r Khail, the Baki Khail, 
and the .Talal Khail.* I received my khildi in the 
zauhn. my Mother robing me in it with her own 
bands, while mj' liusband, who was unable to enter 
this portion of the palace, as many purdah ladies 
were present, received bis in the reception-room 
of the uKirddiiu from the hands of Sidik Hasan 
Khan. 1 never saw m3' Jlother in better .spirits 
tljan at this time. I^or a whole month, festivities 
were kept up, and e\'er3' da}' her libcralit}' and 
good-humour seemed to incrcji.se. 

In the families of ruling Chiefs, the beginning 
of a child's education is usuall}' mjirked by the 
pre.sentation of Ji Jdgh', or by jin increase in his or 
her monthly allowance ; and, accordingly, Sjihibzadi 
Binds .Taluin Begam was now given a jdgir worth ' 
Rs. 12,000 a year. The sanad of this jdgir was 

^ It is ctislomnry amongst Af|f;1ians to regard mcmvho liccomo famotiR 
in tiic world ns the founders of new families^ or Klmils^ which are 
named after thorn. Tliusj the Wizir Khail lakes its name from Nnwab 
tVazir iVInhnmmnd Khan ; the Baki Klinil from my fathorj Nawah Baki 
JVTiilinmmad Khan ; and the Jahil Klmil from my husband’s ancestor^ 
Salar i\I]r Muhammad Jalal K)i«an. An account of all these families is 
to be found in the TdnkhA^Bhopdh 
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sent to me, but my Mother continued to keep its 
management under her own control. The nashra 
sura bakr takes place Avhen a child begins the 
reading of the Koran, and when the Holy Book is 
finished the event is marked by another ceremony. 
My daughter was eleven years old when the latter 
took place — the reading of the Koran having oc- 
cupied her four years. During this time, my 
Mother’s attitude towards me had undergone a 
complete change, and her disfavour was now as 
apparent as her favour had been before. No 
greetings were ever exchanged between us, and 
the doorway that connected her palace with mine 
was never opened. The news that my daughter’s 
second nashra was to be celebrated, of course, 
reached my family, but we never had any information 
of it from my Mother, nor were we invited to take 
part in it ; and I, my husband, and my children 
remained in our palace as though we had been 
strangers. Although it was some satisfaction' to 
us to know that Bilkis. Jahan Begam stiU enjoyed 
Her Highness’s favour and affection, yet we felt 
this public slight very keenly. The celebration 
took place in the Shaukat Mahal, and a large 
number of relatives and friends gathered there. 
In the evening, the doorway between our palaces 
. was opened, and my daughter, gaily dressed and 
bedecked with jewels, was sent to us. She made 
her saMin very prettily to the Nawab Sahib and 
myself, and then, with a due display of respect, 
presented her nazar. We both embraced her 
warmly, and, almost before we had done so, she was 
recalled, and the doorway was again closed. 
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r)K.\TH or TjiK KtMrsiA jji:c;am — mixisteiiiat, 
( HANcjns— A .joi:kni:v to i-aiathta 

Ox the 2 JLIi of Mnlj.TiT.'ini, 1200 a.h. (December 
] ltli,7S81 ).tliecle;ilb occurred of llie Kiidsia Ilegam. 
'riii'- venerable lady was born in the year 1801, the 
period ol' licr cbildliood being one of the slormicsl 
in the bistoiy of Hhopal. She niled the Stale for 
eighteen 3 *ears. and then abdicated in favour of her 
son-in-law, .lahangh’ ISIuhammad Khan. She her- 
self retired into private life, and never again took 
anj’’ active part in public affairs. A pigir of 
Rs. ‘1>08,G82 was conferred upon her, llie manage- 
ment of which remained in her own hands till 
the day of her death, .c^fter her retircTiient, the 
Government of India continued to .show her every 
mark of respect, and she retained all the honours 
to which her pre\nous position had entitled her. 
She received a personal salute of fifteen guns, and, 
after the Delhi Durbar, by the special command of 
Her J\Iajesty the Queen, she was invested with the 
order of the Crown of India. The Agent to the 
Governor-General and the Political Agent visited 
her whenever they came to Bhopitl ; and they did 
so not merely as a mark of respect, but because 

18 {f 
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they considered it a privilege to converse with a 
lady of such rare piety and virtue. ^J’he Kudsia 
Begam was renowned for her liberality, kindness 
of heart, and the simplicity of her life. To the 
people of Bliopal she was more than a mother, and 
she won not only their respect, but their gi’atitude 
and love. During the period of her seclusion, she 
witnessed the vicissitudes of no less than three 
reigns. No changes, however, affected the tran- 
quillity of her life, which would have remained 
undisturbed to the end had it not been for the 
malevolence of Sidik Hasan Khan. 

I have already referred to the troubles which 
darkened the last years of her life, and to the 
estrangement that grew up between herself and 
my INIother after the latter’s second manfage. 
Perhaps she resented nothing more bitterly than 
a memorandum which, shortly before her death, 
was sent to the Agent to the Governor-General, 
in which it was stated that she had grown too old 
to administer her jngir : that she could no longer 
control even her own servants, who were guilty 
of all kinds of mischievous acts : and that it was 
therefore, meet that her affairs should be brought 
under the management of the State. It is almost 
needless to say that the Agent to the Governor- 
General refused to entertain the proposal. The 
full story of this and her many other wrongs, 
which I heard from her oAvn lips, is too long and 
too sad ,to be repeated here. The Government of 
India eventually stepped in, and endeavoured to 
bring about a reconciliation. Their efforts were so 
far successful that, in November 1881 , a hharita 
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was sent to the Viceroy, informing him that friend- 
ship had been restored. It was, however, little 
more than a formal reconciliation, and grief and 
affliction followed the Kudsia Begam to her grave. 
One great consolation she had, which was that God 
permitted her to live long enough to see two male 
children amongst her descendants— namely, her two 
great-great-grandsons, Nawab Nasrullah IQian and 
S^hibzada Obaidullah Khan. 

On the morning after her death, her body was 
carried, in mournful silence, to a garden* outside 
the city, -where she was laid by the side of her 
husband, in a grave which she herself had had 
constructed. There was general mourning in the 
city for three days, all business being suspended, 
and all courts and offices closed. The sad news 
’ was communicated to the Political Agent, and, 
through him, to the Agent to the Governor-General 
and to the Viceroy. From each, letters of con- 
dolence were received, expressing sorrow for the 
loss which the State had sustained, and paying a 
high tribute to the departed Begam's generosity, 
ability, and loyalty to the British Throne. By the 
orders of the Political Agent, a day of public 
mourning was proclaimed at Sehore. All public ' 
and private places of business were closed, and 
the British flag at the Agency flew at half-mast 
throughout the day. 

The Kudsia Begam had not been buried many 
days when death deprived me of another old and 

‘ This garden^ which is situated, about a quarter of a mile from the 
city^ was made by tlie Kudsia Begam herself^ and is named after 
Nawab Nazir Muhammad Khan. 
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valued friend in the person of Maulavi Muhammad 
Jamal-ud-dm, First Minister of the State. He died 
on the 27th of Muharram, 1299 a.h., after a long 
and honourable career. He entered the service of 
the State during the regency of the Kudsia Begam. 
Every year furnished new proofs of his ability and 
faithfulness, and the period of his ministry was 
marked by many important reforms. In his latter 
days, he made the one big mistake of his life in 
marrying his daughter to a son of Sidik Hasan 
Khan, and labouring for the latter’s promotion. 
Gratitude was not among the virtues of Sidik 
Hasan Khan, as Maula\d Jamal-ud-dm found out 
to his cost ; for his last daj^s were embittered, and 
his life made a burden to him, by the very man 
whom he had advanced and befriended. The 
troubles which Sidik Hasan Khan brought on the 
old JMinister were unconnected with public affairs, 
and there is no need to describe them here. Suffice 
to say, they were borne with patience and fortitude, 
and served to bring out more strongly than ever 
the true nobility of Jamal-ud-din’s character. His 
loyalty and valuable services to Bhopal will never 
be forgotten, and his life will remain an example 
to aU future IMinisters of the State. His death 
was followed by disorder in every branch of the 
administration. A description of the confusion, 
intrigue, and corruption which prevailed would fill 
a volume, and would be of very little interest. I 
shall, therefore, content myself with a brief notice 
of the Ministers who held office during the period 
of Sidik Hasan Khan’s ascendency. 

Maulavi Jamal-ud-dfn was succeeded by Maulavi 
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Muhammad Mobin, This person had been Sidik 
Hasan Khan’s tutor, and secured his appointment 
through his pupil’s influence. But he held office 
for only a few months, and was succeeded by Hafiz 
Ahmad Raza Khan, an honest and capable man, 
who set to work with energy to restore the govern- 
ment to a state of order and efficiency. Before 
many days, however, clouds began to gather. Sidik 
Hasan Khan was determined to be the first person 
in the State, and Hafiz Ahmad Raza Khan was 
equally determined to have a free hand. Both were 
strong men, and both obstinate, and each strove to 
bring about the other’s downfall. Peace between 
such rivals was out of the question. Had their 
quarrel been confined to themselves no great harm 
might have resulted. But the behaviour of the 
INIinister gave much trouble and annoyance to 
my IMother, and was, at times, altogether incom- 
patible •wnth his position as first officer of the 
State. At last, he aroused her displeasure to 
such an extent that he was dismissed from his 
office. 

By the orders of the Government of India, 
Nawab Abdul Latif Khan Bahadur, C.I.E., was 
next appointed JMinister, and my Mother was 
advised to trust, in all important matters, to his 
guidance. But she was jealous of her prerogatives 
and dignity, and the idea of ruling under the dii*ec- 
tions of a native of India was not to her taste. 
She, therefore, sought to bring about the appoint- 
ment of a European Minister, in which she was 
strongly supported by Sidik Hasan Klidn. The 
Government of India eventually acceded to her 
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request, and selected Colonel C. H. Ward for the 
post. Nawab Abdul Latif Khan served the State 
for just three months, and promised to be a very 
able administrator. He was withdraAvn on Colonel 
AVard’s appointment. 

In December, 1881, a few days before the death 
of the Kudsia Begam, Her Highness received an 
invitation to attend a Chapter of the Order of the 
Star of India, which was to be held the following 
March in Calcutta. The invitation was accepted, 
and by the beginning of February all the necessary 
preparations were completed. 

That I should be taken to Calcutta I had never 
for a moment doubted. At the time of the Prince 
of AVales’s visit I had been ill, it was the cold 
season, and both the First Minister of the State 
and the Kudsia Begam were in Bhopal, and I 
could easily have been left in the charge of one 
or the other of them. Yet my going was insisted 
upon. This time I was in perfect health, the 
season was temperate, the Kudsia Begam was, 
alas ! dead, and the First Minister was' to accom- 
pany Her Highness. What was my surprise, then, 
to find that my name did not appear in the list of 
those who were to form the party I 1 was unable 
to understand it, but supposed that a separate 
order would be sent to me. When this did not 
come, I made inquiries of Her Highness personally, 
and, after a great deal of persuasion and argument, 
at length obtained permission to go. How the 
proposal to leave me behind came to be made will 
become apparent as the story goes on. 

A telegram from the Political Agent informed ' 
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us that we should reach Calcutta in the first week 
of March. The 4th of Habbi-ul-a^nval, 1299 a.tf. 
(February 23rd, 1 882) was, therefore, fi.xed upon as 
the day of our departure. As on the previous 
occasion, all the arrangements for our lodging in 
Calcutta were made by the Government of India, 
and the Political Agent chartered a .special train 
for the journey from lUirsi. The part}' consisted 
of Her Highness, myself and my children, Nawab 
Sidik Hasan Khan, Nawj'ib Ihtishs'im-ul-mulk, 
and about 240 retainers. Although my Mothers 
displeasure was apparent on the journey, there 
were intervals when she treated me with kindness, 
and even affection. My husband, vath whom I 
talked over these matters, consoled me to some 
extent by saying that my Mother’s anger was only 
temporary, and had no special significance, though 
he knew as well as T did who our real enem}’^ was. 

On our arrival at Calcutta railway station, we 
were met bj' Captain How, the Under-Secretary, 
and Captain Baker, A.D.C. A guard of honour 
was also present, and a salute of nineteen guns 
Avas fired. On similar occasions I had always 
driven in the same carriage Avith my Mother, and * 
no separate arrangements had been made for me. 
To my great astonishment and chagrin, my Mother 
noAv refused me a seat in her carriage, and NaAvab » 
Ihtishdm-ul-mulk had to procure me a hired con- 
A’’eyance. Fortunately, these are ahvays aA^ailable 
at the Calcutta railway station, otherwise I should 
have been in a most aAvkward predicament. 

In the evening Ave Avere Ausited by Colonel 
Ridgeway, Under-Secretary to Government, the 
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Aide-de-camp in Charge, and Captain Taylor, who 
came to inquire after our welfare on behalf of the 
Viceroy. Four o’clock on the follo^ving afternoon 
was the time fixed for Her Highness to pay a 
State visit to His Excellency. A programme of 
the procedure' to be followed at this visit was 
drawn up, and a copy was sent to us from the 
Foreign Office. Besides myself, ten other people 
accompanied Her Highness. We were escorted 
by a squadron of British cavalry, and on reaching 
Viceregal Lodge we were met by "the Military 
Secretary and the Foreign Secretary, a salute of 

> “FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 

"Fort William, March 2nf/, 1882. 

Reception of Her Highness the Begam of Bhopd!, G.C.S.L, hy His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General at Calcutta. 

At 4.46 p.ra. on Tlmrsday, March 2nd, 1882, His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General will receive a private visit from Her 
Highness the Begam of Bhopal, G.C.S.I., in the Throne Room of 
Government House. 

^^The Brigadier-General Commanding the Presidency District and 
the District Staff will be requested to be present on this occasion. 

A carriage containing the Military Secretary, the Under-Secretary 
in the Foreign Department, and an Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency 
the Viceroy, will start from Government House at 4.5 p.m. for the 
purpose of escorting Her Highness from her private residence. 

On alighting from the carriage Her Highness will be conducted up 
tlie stairs of the Grand Entrance hy the Military Secretary and the 
Under-Secretary, and will he received at the top of the stairs hy the 
Foreign Secretary, by whom she will be conducted to the Tlirone Room. 
Tlie Viceroy and Governor-General 'tvill receive Her Highness midway 
between the Throne and the entrance to the Throne Room, and will 
show her to a seat at his right hand. 

Immediately to the right of the Begam will sit the Political Officer 
on duty with Her Highness, next, the Nawab Consort, the Nawab 
Sultan Jahan Begam, and Such of Her Highness’s Attendants, not 
exceeding seven in number, as are entitled to a seat in the Durbar. 
On the left of the Viceroy and Governor-General will he seated the 
Foreign Secretary, the Brigadier-General Commanding the Presidency 
District, the Private and Military Secretaries to the Viceroy, the 
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nineteen guns again being fired. His Excellency 
•welcomed us as we entered, and after shaking 
hands willi us led us to our seats. Her High- 
ness’s chair was on His Excellencj^’s right hand, 
the Political Agent’s next, then mine, then the 
Nawab Sahib’s, and those of the remainder of the 
party in the order of their rank. As we were 
about to take our places, Sidik Hasan Khiin, 
seeing that my attention wjis occupied, for His 
Excellency was at that moment speaking to me, 
quietly appropriated m}^ chair. The Political 
Agent, noticing wliat had happened, at once 

Under-Sccrctar}’, His Excellency's Personal Staff, and tlic Dj*slrict 
Staff, 

Ilcgnm will prcFciit a vazar ofl/il j^ld tnolnirs, whicli will be 
touched and remitted. 

'' After n short conversation^ the Nawuh Consort, Nawah Sultan Jahan 
Begam, and Her Highne<;s’s Attendants, will be presented to the \''iccroy 
b}* the Political Officer on duty with Her IIighne*>s, and will, each, offer 
a wtzar of one gold inohnr, wliiclt will he touclicd and remitted. 

and pan will he Fcr\-cd to the Bcgnin at the clo-se of the inter- 
view by the Viceroy and Governor-General, and to the Na^Mib Contort 
and the Nawah Sultan Jahan Begain by the Foreign Secretary, and to 
the other Attendants by the Under-Secretary. 

'^Tlie Viceroy and Govcrnor-Gencrnl will take leave of the Bcgani 
at the same point at wliicli His Excellcnc}' received her, the Foreign 
Secretary will conduct Her Highness to the top of the Grand Stair- 
case, and the Under-Secretary and Aldc-dc-Cnmp to His Excellency 
will accomjKiny Her Highness back to her rcaidcucc. 

Her Highness will he escorted to and from Government Hou^e by 
a party of Cavalr}'. 

The Marble Hall will be lined by a party of the Body-Guard. 

During the interview a Baud ivill play at the head of the Grand 
Stairs. 

''A Guard of Honour will bo drawn up in front of Government 
House, and will salute on tbo arrival and departure of Her Highness. 

** A salute of nineteen guns will be bred from Fort William on the 
arrival and departure of the Bcgam. 

^'Undress uniform will be worn. 

J. W. RrooEWAY, Zteu^-Cb/., 

Offg, Under-‘Secretary to the Government of India f 
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motioned "to him to move to his o^vn lower place, 
which he was, of course, obliged, toi his great 
mortification, to do. ‘ 

]\ly readers will remember that, at the instance 
of my Grandmother, Nawab Sikandar Begam, 
the Government of India had decided that the 
consorts of the Begams of Bhopdl should be 
Nawitbs in name only ; and since that time, on 
public occasions, the seat of the heir-apparent 
had always been above that of the Nawab Consort, 
and, on the same principle, Nawab Ihtisham-ul- 
mulk had always taken his place below that of 
Sahibzadi Bilkis Jahan Begam or Sahibzada Naw^b 
Nasrullah Khan. But, at the time of which I am 
writing, not only was there a tendency to disregard 
this principle, but every effort was being made to 
increase the powers of Sidik Hasan Khan and 
to thrust me, the heir-apparent, into the back- 
ground ; and the incident I have just described is 
a good example of the methods that were employed. 

In preparing such programmes, the Foreign 
Department had never, up to this time, been in the 
habit of assigning seats by name to the members 
of the Begam’s suite, the order of precedence 
always being left to the decision of the Begam. 
On this occasion, however, the programme did 
specify the order in which those accompan5dng 
Her Highness were to sit, the necessary informa- 
tion having been supplied from the Begam’s office ; 
and the Nawab Sahib had, in fact, been assigned a 
seat above me. Previous to the durbar I myself 
had not seen the programme, and the Political. 
Agent had evidently not observed the new arrange- 
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ment, or he would not have ordered the Nawab to 
quit his seat. At the time the affair did not strike 
me jis of great importance, and I did not expect to 
hear anything more about it. But my Mother was 
intensely angry and so displeased with me that she 
would not allow me to accompany lier on her \nsit 
to Lady Ripon. 

March 2nd w'as the day fixed for His Excel- 
lency’s return visit. A short time beforehand, 
instead of the customary notice, a list of the • 
seats was sent to me, in which I saw that I was 
again placed below Sidik Hasan Khan. Doubting 
the accuracy of the list, I refused to sign it, and 
sent for the Nawdb ; but he professed entire 
ignorance as to who was responsible for the new 
aiTangement. I was naturally greatly annoyed. 
Had the occasion been a private one, I should 
have concealed my indignation, and bowed to my 
IMother’s ruling with the best gi*ace I could. But 
at a public durbar of such importance I could not 
bear to have my rank disregarded without protest, 
and I accordingly m-ote to Her Highness as 
follows : 

“ In the official programme, which embodies the 
arrangement of seats supplied by Your Highness’s 
office, I am assigned a seat below that of Nawab 
Sidik Hasan Khan. As this is contrary to the 
custom that has hitherto been observed at all 
public durbars and state visits, I beg that you 
will be kind enough to inquire of the Political 
Agent whether a mistake has not been made, or 
to allow me to make the inquiry myself. As the 
time fixed for the durbar is very close, I beg that 
the matter may be attended to without delay.” 

10 
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A¥hen my letter reached Her Highness, Sidik 
Hasan Khan and the Political Agent were both 
with her. I do not know what conversation took 
place, hut at its conclusion the Political Agent 
came to me and prevailed upon me to attend the 
durbar, which I had decided in my own mind not 
to do. I went with considerable reluctance, and 
my mind was full of the slight that had been put 
upon me. 

The next day, ha\dng received no answer to my 
letter, I sent a second : 

“Three days ago I sent Your Highness a letter 
ill regard to the seat assigned to me at the durbar 
on the occasion of the return \dsit of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy of India. Having received no 
reply, I venture to call Your Highness’s attention 
to the matter a second time. On former occasions 
my seat has always been above that of Nawab 
Sidik Hasan Khan. This was so at the durbar 
in Bombay when Your Highness was decorated 
with the Star of India, as well as at the Calcutta 
durbar held during the visit of His Koyal High- 
ness the Prince of W ales. Indeed, for many years 
it has been customary in the State for the Heir- 
apparent to take precedence of the Nawab Consort. 
Your Highness has given me to understand that 
my letter has been forwarded through the State 
Vakil to the Political Agent, and that his reply 
will be communicated to me. As this reply has 
not reached me, I feel that my position is seriously 
compromised. I had intended not to be present 
at the last durbar, and it 'was only the advice of 
the Political Agent and my respect for the Govern- 
ment of India that induced me to change my mind. 
I now beg that you will be good enough to forward 
tliis letter also to the Political Agent, and that the 
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communication may be marked urgent; for I am 
determined not to leave Calcutta until a regular 
and formal decision has been come to. 1 1 is within 
the power of the Government of India to incrc.'Lse 
or decrease the rank of any pereon : and I ask for 
nothing more than an explanation of tlic change 
that has been made.” 

The result of this letter was that both m)' 
petitions M’cre ibrwarded to the Government of 
India, and, soon afterwards. I received the Ibllowing 
communication Irom my ^lother: 

“ Vour Uvo petitions were Ibrwarded h}' the 
Political Agent to the Government of India, and 
I send you herewith the reply that has been 
received. You will observe that it is not con- 
sidered necessar}’’ that the ollicial programme 
should state the order in which seats are to be 
occupied. This matter is to be left, as it always 
has been, to the decision of the Ruler.” 

Copy of the reply rceei\'ed from the Government 
of India ; 

FuitiiinN’ Omci:, Calccttaj Marc/t tif/i, 11382. 

* “ ]\lv DEAR KrXCAin, 

“In regard to the programmes of the visits 
exchanged between His Excellency the Viceroy 
and the Begam Suhiba, and the seats assigned to the 
!Mawab Consort and Nawab Sultan Jahun Begam, 
I have considered the subject, and 1 think it will 
be better, and in accordance with preAuous usage, 
to. omit all names from future programmes, and 
after the words ‘the Political Agent’ to insert 
the w'ords ‘ and those members of Her Highness’s 
retinue who are entitled to be present at the 
durbar.’ I will have a memorandum made to this 
effect, and the necessary alteration shall be made 
in the programme .which is now being prepared. 
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“ In future the order of sitting must be arranged 
privately, according to the rules prevailing in the 
State. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“Thomas Hope.” 

The durbar which gave rise to this lengthy 
dispute took place vdth all the prescribed for- 
malities. My Mother presented His Excellency 
' with a copy of T/te History of BhopdU a Muham- 
madan head-dress, a silver bciel-hoXi and a silver 
perfume-box, all of which were graciously accepted. 
All the officers who took part in the interview 
presented nazardna. In addition to my own, 
I presented, by ray Mother’s order, nazardna on 
behalf of my son Sahibz^da ObaiduUali Khan and 
my daughter Asif Jahdn Begam, who were too 
young to make their appearance. Later in the 
day. Her Excellency Lady Ripon returned my 
Mother’s visit. I was present on this occasion, 
and my Mother presented Her Excellency -with 
a gold giildband^ or jewelled necklace. While we 
were in Calcutta, my Mother visited many im- 
portant institutions, and helped each of them 
with a subscription.^ I was not permitted to 

^ Tlie following is tlie list of institutions visited by Her Higlmess^ 


>vit1i tlie amount of her subscription to each : 

Rs, 

The Zenana Hospital 1000 

Tlie Bengal Asiatic Society .... 500 

Tlie Calcutta Madrissa SOO 

' ’ The Best House 250 

The Mayo Hospital 250 

The Campbell Hospital 250 

The Indian Agricultural Society • . . 250 

The Zoological Gardens and Museum . . 1000 
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accompany her at such times, for her displeasure 
with me was now openly manifested. At different 
times, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bombay, His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Forces, Lady Grant, Captain Prade, and many 
other people of distinction called at our quarters, 
but I was not alloAved to meet any of them. 

It was while we were at Calcutta that we read 
in the newspapers of the attempt on the life of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria.^ The news of this 
outrage created a great sensation in Calcutta, and 
in all places of worship in the city prayers of 
thanksgiving that Her Majesty’s life had been 
spared were said. Her Highness, througli the 
Political Ageist, ^ cabled her congratulations to 
the Queen on tia* miraculous escape. 

On 22nd Rabbi-us-sdni, we left Calcutta for 
Bhopdl by special train. Early in the day, my 
Mother and I paid a farewell visit to Their 
Excellencies Lord and Lady Ripon, and drove 
straight from Viceregal Lodge to the railway 
station. We were escorted • by a squadi’on of 
native cavalry, and the Under-Secretary, the 
Foreign Secretaiy, and an Aide-de-camp were 
present on the platform to bid us farewell. We 
reached Itarsi in four days, and journeyed thence 
by road to Bhopdl, our arrival being announced 
by the usual salute. 

* Her Majesty liad alighted irom the train at Windsor railway 
station^ and was about to drive to the Castle, when some villain dis- 
charged a revolver at the carriage in which she and Princess Beatrice 
had taken their scats. By Uie Grace of God the bullet missed its mark, 
and the would-be assassin ^vas overpowered by two Eton boys before he 
could fire a second time. The royal carriage then proceeded on its way. 
Her Majesty praising her daughter for tlie coolness she had displayed. 
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The question of precedence which had arisen 
in Calcutta aroused afresh my IMother’s resent- 
ment against me, and she took no pains to conceal 
the breach which was daily widening between us. 
Although I felt her treatment bitterly, I did not 
give up my habit of going daily to pay my respects 
to her, but each time her manner to me grew 
colder. About this time my son Nawab Nasrullah 
Khan, who was just seven years of age, was attacked 
by a virulent form of intermittent fever. He fre- 
quently became delirious, and for twenty days his 
condition was extremely critical. We tried eveiy 
kind of treatment to reduce the fever, but without 
success, and Nawab Ihtisham-ul-mulk and I were 
at our wits’ end to know what to do. One day we 
had almost given up hope, and in my despair I sent 
to tell my Mother of my son’s state, for in time of 
trouble we instinctively turn to our natural pro- 
tectors for help and guidance. I awaited her 
coming with the greatest anxiety, and God alone 
knows the comfort which the mere thought of her 
presence gave me, for it seemed to me that nothing 
else could avail to save my son’s life. How bitter, 
then, was my disappointment when word was 
brought me that Her Highness, on receipt of my 
message, had withdra^vn to her husband’s apart- 
ment, and evidently had no intention of complpng 
with my request 1 After a short time, my daughter 
Billds Jahan Begam and a companion were sent to 
make inquiries. From what they told us it trans- 
pired that Her Highness had been much distressed 
when she heard my message, and was on the point 
of coming to me, when the words of Sidik Hasan 
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Khan, “ Go ; he is your grandson, while I am only 
a stranger,” though possessing hardly any intelh’- 
gible meaning, had power enough to check her 
impulse, and my daughter was ordered to go in 
her stead. T then begged permission to send for 
Hakim Farzand Ali, who had attended us all j&*om 
childhood, and Avho consequently laiew our constitu- 
tions as no one else did. He had been dismissed 
from the ser\'icc of the State, and was at this time 
employed at Rajgarh. But even tliis request was 
refused. I then called in Dr. Sheik Walli Muham- 
mad, who was in charge of the Prince of Wales’s 
Hospital, and on his adduce I wrote to the Political 
Agent and requested him to send Dr. Eaton, the 
Agency Surgeon, from Seliore. Dr. Eaton came, 
and by the favour of God my son’s condition began 
to improve, and in three weeks’ time he had almost 
completely recovered his health. 

After this, the estrangement between ray J\Iother 
and myself increased to such an extent that the 
door which communicated ■with the Shaukat Mahal 
was kept closed except for a few moments each 
morning, when my daughter Bilkis Jahan Begam 
came to make her daily saldm to me. Later on, 
Her Highness moved to the Taj Mahal, and even 
this small connection came to an end. 



CHAPTER X 

THE BHOPAL STATE BAILAVAY 

Colonel H. Dai.y, in his Memoirs of GeneraJ Sir 
Henry Dermoi Daly, tlius describes the state of 
Central India in the middle of the last century : 
“ In the Central India of 1868 there was an entire 
lack of railway communication. The Great Indian 
Peninsular Railway extended only as far as Khand- 
Ava, AA'hile the terminus on the northern side of the 
proATnce Avas Agra. In roads also Central India 
Avas deficient. With the exception of the Grand 
“ Trunk road from Bombay to Agra, AA’hich passes 
through Indore, Goona, Sipri, and GAvalior, there 
AA'as practically not a yard of metalled road in the 
Agency.” 

It Avas a fortunate thing for the ProA'ince 
Avhen, in 1868, Sir Henry Dal)'- Avas appointed 
Agent to the GoA'emor-General. It Avas a time of 
gi-eat distress. For tAA'o Avhole years the country 
had been dcA'astated by famine, the horrors and 
hardships of Avhich Avere increased tenfold by the 
« absence of means of communication, Avhich rendered 
any elfecth’^e system of relief an underUiking of the 
utmost difficulty. The Avretched people fled from 
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district to district, but only to find, on every side, 
starvation and death awaiting them. In the words 
of Sir Henry Daly’s official report (quoted in the 
Memoirs referred to above) ; “ Thousands perished • 
from sheer starvation, and thousands fr’om cholera 
and sun-stroke. Villages, and even districts, were 
depopulated, and there were none left to teU how 
many of the inhabitants had sunk under the miseries 
that oppressed them. Scindia computes the 
casualties in the neighbourhood of Giv^lior at 
02,987. Bodies and bones were found in ndlas, 
and on the plains, under trees, and upon the way- 
side : and tliis over a vast space.” In urging the 
Government to open up this portion of the country, 
Sir Henry Daly wrote: “This province, which • 
juelds an annual revenue of three millions sterling 
(two of which are received by the Government of 
India on account of opium exports), is Avithout 
a mile of communication which can be used in the 
rainy season. Jilaliva, as regards the extent of 
cultivation, is still in a baclcward state : population 
is scanty, lands which would bear cotton and opium 
lie waste. With roads and a line of rail, Malwa 
would be to Central India what Bengal is to the 
North-West Pro\nnces.”* It 'was entirely through 
the influence and unceasing efforts of Sir. Henry 
Daly .that the Chiefs of Central India began to • 
realize how essential railway communication was to 
the development of their territories. The Maharaja 
Holkar led the way by constructing a line from • 

* During tins famine^ Bhopal had not suiFered so heavily as other 
places^ and much grain could have been exported tp the sttipkeii 
districts had the means for doing so existed, 
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Khandwa to Indore, and his example was soon 
followed in Gwalior and Bhopal. In less than ten 
years’ time, Sir Henry Daly had the satisfaction of 
seeing Central India traversed by a network of 
roads and railway lines, made and laid down at the 
expense of the Chiefs themselves, who thus became, 
by his instrumentality, the pioneers of the trade 
and prosperity of their province. The people of 
Central India will never forget what they owe to 
Sir Henry Daly. It is given to few people to ^vin 
the confidence of an Indian community as he won 
theirs. The qualities that made him succeed are 
best described in the words of Colonel H. Daly. 
“ He possessed,” says that writer, ‘‘ an extensive 
knowledge of the history of India generally, and of 
the States of Malwa in particular. He had a clear 
and precise conception of the Indian character, and, 
above all, he possessed a perfect temper, a buoyant 
good-nature, and the faculty of impressing his own. 
high spirits and bonhomie upon those ■with whom he 
was brought into contact. Personal influence was 
the ke3niote of his success.” ^ 

It was during an interview •with Sir Henry Daly, 
who came to Bhopal for the purpose, that Her 

* Among tlie many evidences of the interest which he took in the 
ruling fiimilics of Central India^ and of his anxiety to promote their 
welfare^ is the College which he established at Indore for the sons 
of the Chiefs of the Province. That Colonel Daly now occupies the 
place %vhich his fatlier filled with such distinguished ability^ is a happy 
circumstance for Central India. Among the many characteristics of 
his father tliat are reflected in Colonel Daly^ none is more conspicuous 
than his desire to advance^ to the utmost of his power^ the intellectual 
and social well-being of • the ruling Chiefs and their families : and 
there is good reason to hope that the Daly College will^ under his 
fostering care^ develop into a great Indian Public School^ to the lasting 
benefit of this important Province. 
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Highness finally agi’eed to the construction of a . 
State Railway from Itiirsi to Bhopal, promising to 
contribute funds from the State treasury, and to 
persuade the Ivudsia Begam to advance money 
from her private purse. Soon afterwards, a letter 
'ivas received from the Agent to the Governor- 
General, in which, after thanking Her Highness 
for her offer to provide funds for the railway, he 
informed her that His Excellency the Vicero}’' Avas 
only awaiting the decision of tlie Kudsia Begam • 
before giving his sanction to the undertaking. It 
was then decided that a sum of thirty-five laklis of • 
rupees should be guaranteed, of wdiich twenty-five 
lakhs should be contributed by the State in annual 
instahnents of five lakhs, and ten lakhs by the 
Kudsia Begam in instahnents of two lakhs, the 
whole amount to be advanced free of interest. 
Information to this effect Avas sent to the Govern- 
ment of India, and it was settled that interest at 
the rate of 4 per cent, should be paid to the • 
State and to the Kudsia Begam from the profits of 
the railway, and that should any surplus still; 
remain, it should be divided between the aforesaid 
parties and the Government, the latter being re- 
• sponsible for the execution of this contract, which 
was to hold good in perpetuity. 

The Chief Engineer of the Great Indian Penin- 
sular Railway prepared and forwarded to Her 
Highness two plans, each showing a different route 
for the new line, one passing through Chauka 
Bishankh^ra, and the other through Bhut Plassy 
and Yar Nagar. , The choice was left to Her 
Highness, and she decided in favour of the former, 
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ns it would pass through a more tliickly populated 
area, and would command a lieavier carrying 
trade. 

These preliminaries being concluded, other details 
regarding the making of the line, its boundaries, 
and the sites for the stations were arranged ; and 
it was agreed that any disputes that might arise 
between the State and the railway authorities 
should be referred to the Government for settle- 
ment, and that the decision then given sliould be 
regarded as final. His Excellency Lord Lytton 
wrote to Her Highness, expressing his satis- 
faction with the arrangements that had been made, 
and stating that the Agent to the Governor- 
General had been instructed to draw up an agree- 
ment. On December 29th, 1877 (23rd Zil Hijjah, 
1294 A.H.), this document was received tlirough 
the Political Agent, and was duly signed, sealed, 
and returned, a copy being preserved in the State 
office. 

At this juncture Her Highness foresaw that a 
branch line connecting her capital with Itarsi would 
be of no great advantage to the State unless it 
could be continued beyond Bhopal to join the 
G^valior State Railway at Ujjain, or be carried on 
through Bhilsa to Gwalior, thus opening up direct 
communication with Agra and the north of India. 
After much correspondence, it was agreed that the 
survey should be continued through Bhopal as far 
as Sehore, and that, on the completion of the line 
from Agra to Gwalior, Bhopal should be connected 
•with it. At the same time the State and the 
Ivudsia Begam agreed to advance fifty lakhs of 
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rupees instend of thirty-five, the former eontrihuUng 
thirl y-five h'lklis sind the hitter fifteen. A plan of 
the Bhopal station was next prepared. Her High- 
ness. however, ohjeeted to the site that had been 
selected, owing to the instability of the .soil and the 
difiienlty of obtaining a good water-supply. It was, 
accordingly, decided that the Political Agent and 
Tvawi'ib Sidik Hasan Khan should select a site to- 
gether. but that no further .steps .should be taken 
in this direction until the surve}’’ of the line 
should be completed. 

In November 1878, the Agent to the Governor- 
General sent his l^irst Assistant, Captain Barrow, 
to Bhopi'il with a letter to Her Highness, in which 
he again thanked her on behalf of the Viceroy 
for her liberalit}^ and forwarded for her perusal 
a copy of the .amended .agreement. Her Highness 
accepted all the terms, but made certain sugges- 
tions in reg.ard to the size of the waggons to be 
used on the new line, and stipulated that the work 
should be commenced on the first day of .lanuary 
1880. A favourable reply hanng been received, 
preparations were made by the State to assist the 
work in any way that might be necessary, a special 
officer being appointed for this purpose. On 
October 1 4th, the agreement, which had been re- 
turned to the Government of India for ratification, 
was sent to Her Highness by the Political Agent, 
together Avith a request that the first instalments 
for the year 1880 might be paid to avoid all 
possibility of delay. Some years later, owng to 
the death of the Kudsia Begam, and 'to other 
altered circumstances, this agreement had to be 
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considerably modified. The arrangement as to the 
division of profits was finally settled in a supple- 
mentary agreement, dated October 3 4tli, 1890. 
The clause runs as follows : 

“The profits accruing on the aforesaid railway 
shall be divided in perpetuity between the Britisli 
Government and the Ruler of Bhopal in proportion 
to the capital contributed by each party at the 
close of the period for which the accounts are made 
up. In the event of the railway being worked at 
•a loss during any half-year or other period for 
which the accounts may be made up, such loss 
shall be borne by the British Government and the 
Ruler of Bhopal in the same proportions. This 
agreement shall take effect from January 1st, 1891.” 

It was on June 12th, 1882, that a private letter 
from the Chief Engineer of the railway informed 
Her Highness that trains had already begun to run 
between Itarsi and Hoshangabad, while, at the 
same time, intelligence was received through the 
State Valdl that the Agent to the Governor- 
General would come to Bhopiil to open the line, 
and that the ceremony would take place on 
November 18th, 1864 (29th Muharram, 1303 a.h.). 
Her Highness at once set about preparing for liis 
reception, and orders were issued for decorating the 
city in a manner worthy of so great an event. In- 
vitations were sent through the Political Agent to 
the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, 
the Deputy Commissioner at Hoshangabad, the 
Chief Engineer of the Railway, and to all the 
officers at the Residency and the Agency. Special . 
instructions were given to the Mohtamim of the 
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Slate hur-L'hiiua to arrange conve 5 'ances for the 
various visitors, and to see to their comfort on 
tlie journey from IWrsi to Bhopal. 

'File I’olitic.'il Agent an*ived on November 11th, 
uTid the Agent to the Governor-Genex’al on the 
evening of the IGth, Official etiquette prohibits 
the firing of salutes after sunset, and visitors whose • 
arrival takes place at such an hour .arc not usually 
accorded a public reception. The Political Agent, 
however, infonned Her Highness that in the 
Gwalior State public receptions had Laken place * 
after sunset, and. though such had never been the 
custom ill Bhopal, he considered that the unique 
character of the occasion and the rank of her 
visitors would justify a depailure from ordinary 
rules. Her Highness willingly consented to this 
proposal, and the necessaiy orders were given for 
cariying it into efTect. 

On November 12th, the Political Agent, accom- 
panied by Mr. Cook, the State Engineer, and the 
JMohtamim of the kdr-khdna, went to the railway 
station to select a place for the opening ceremony. 

It Avas agreed that the large goods-shed would 
lend itself admirably to their purpose, and extensive 
arrangements were made for its adornment. Colonel 
Bannerman, Agent to the Governor-General, with - 
his staff, reached Bhopal at 7.30 p.m. He was met 
at the Aish Bdgh by the Political Agent and the 
Naib-ul-riyasat, the State troops, with the band 
and the malii-viardtib, forming a guard of honour. 
Colonel Bannerman shook hands witli those present, 
and the Naib-ul-riy^sat apologized on behalf of 
Her Highness, who, on account of the indisposition* 
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of the Nawjib Sahib, was unable to receive him in 
person. A procession was then formed, and His 
Honour drove off to the camp wliich had been 
pitched for his accommodation, the entire j’oute 
being brilliantly illuminated and decorated with 
triumplial arches. The salute announcing his 
arrival was fired on the following morning. On 
the next evening the Commissioner of the Central 
ProA’inces arrived, and he too was accorded a public 
reception. On the morning of the 18th, Colonel 
Bannerman called upon Her Highness at the 
Shaukat Mahal, while the Nawab Sahib paid a 
visit to the Commissioner. Later in the day all 
the other guests visited the palace and paid tlieir 
respects to Her Highness. 

The opening ceremony took place at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon. As stated above, the place 
selected for the assembly was the goods-shed, and, 
so well had the decoration committee done its work, 
that it may be safely said that no goods-shed ever 
wore a more impenetrable disguise.^ It was sur- 
rounded without by troops : the State cavalry on 
the eastern side, the infantry on tlie west, a 
battery of artillery at one end, and a line of 
elepliants, magnificent in their state harness, at 
the other. Her Highness’s seat was in the centre 
of the building: the Agent to the Governor- 
Generiil and the other European guests occupied 
the space on her right, and that on her left was 
reserved for officers of the State and purdah 
ladies, for whom special accommodation had been 
made. 

As soon as Colonel Bannerman had declared the 
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line open. :i salute of thirly-onc "uns was fired, and 
Her Highness. liavin,ir reeeived tlic hcavly eongratn- 
lalio’.is f)!' her many friends, arose and delivered 
tlio ibilowing speeeh : 

“ t'olnnel IJanncrman, Ladies and Gentlemen, — 

I n nder a thousand thanks to Almij^hty God that 
lie has permitted tlic State of Bhopal and its 
Ruler to enjoy the benign protcetion of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Qucen-Knuiress of India, 
througli tlie liencvolenee of whose rule the light 
of M'estern science is now shining on this land, 
and through whom and the wise statesmen and 
brave soldiers sent to govern and protect us, we 
are able to look back upon years oi‘ peace and 
progress — years that have transformed the pathless 
jungles of HindusUin into rich and fertile plains, 
vying in beauty with the gardens of Cashmere. 
\Vhen I think of the interest Her ^lajesty has 
ahvays taken in the welfare of this SUite, of the 
friendship which she displayed towards my .'lugust 
J\Iother, Nawab Sikand.ar Regain, and of her 
unfailing kindness to myself, I seek in vain for 
words to express my gratitude. Nor am I less 
grateful for the kind and courteous treatment 1 
have always met with from the Viceroy's of India, 
their Agents in Central India, and the Political 
Agents in Bhopal. To you, Colonel Bannerman, 
my special thanks are clue. 1 thank you most 
heartily for your congratulations on the completion 
of this Railway, and for your great kindness in 
coming here to-day to perform the opening 
ceremony. It is to yourself, to Sir Henry Dalj'^, . 
and to Mr. Griffin that congr.atulations should be 
paid on this memorable day, by whose advice 
this great work has been undertaken, and under 
whose supervision it has been carried out. I am 
very grateful to Colonel Kincaid for the good 

11 
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advice he has given to me and to the Wallajah- 
Amh’-ul-mulk Nawitb Sahib, and for his constant 
help in all matters connected -with the making 
of this line. Let all praise be given to God who 
has permitted us this day to see the realization 
of our hopes, and to taste the first-fruits of our 
labours. 1 trust that the Bhopal State Railway 
■v\nll in every way prove a success, and that it 
Avill lead to as big an increase in the revenue 
of the State as was predicted when its construction 
was first contemplated. I now look forward to 
the time when the Bliopal line will be connected 
Avith the Great Indian Peninsular Railway at 
Bhilsa, which, besides conferring a gi’eat benefit 
on the travelling public, will, I am confident, 
make a veiy considerable increase in our profits. 

“ But the advantages of the Bhopal State Rail- 
Avay are not all in the future. It has given to me 
and my people the gi-eat advantage and pleasure 
of Avelcoming to Bhopal the Agent to the Governor- 
General for Central India, and the many other 
distinguished guests who have come here to grace 
this occasion. In the name of the State, I bid 3^ou 
all a most hearty Avelcome to Bhopal, and I thank 
you for the honour yoii haA'^e done me in accepting 
my inAntation. To those officers AAdio haA'^e taken 
part in the construction of this raihvay, I once 
more offer my congratulations on the successful 
completion of their labours. I am sending a 
telegram to His Excellency Lord Ripon to inform 
him that the Bhopal State RailAA^ay is iioav an 
accomplished fact. His Excellenc}'^ Avill, I am 
sure, recewe the intelligence Avith great satisfaction, 
and will regard this day as one AA’^orthy to be 
remembered in the history of his Viceroyalty. 
In conclusion, I pray for the everlasting prosperity 
of the great empire of Her Majesty the Queen, and 
I trust that, by the Grace of God, the friendly 
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reliilion': that have always exislctl heLwecn niy 
State and tlie Ch’own may he strengthened day hy 
day. and that Mer Majesty will never eease to 
rMi.'ird me as herpi'atefnl and loyal servant.’’ 

•At tiip close of this sjiccch. a lele^'am was 
di‘ pat died to His Excellency the Viceroy, in- 
lurminfr him that the line was open. All the 
visitors then cmharkcd on a train which had been - 
kej)t in readiness, and were conveyed to the rail- 
way station, where they ibiind their carriages 
awaiting them. In the evening, a banquet took ' 
place at t!ie Lai Kothi. Her Highness, .according 
to her custom, joining her guests at the conclusion 
ol’ the repast. As soon as she had taken her seat, 
the health of Her Majesty the Queen was drunk, 
after which Colonel Kannerimm rose, and. in a 
brief but interesting speech, described the great 
political and commercial advantages which the • 
new railwaj’ would confer not only upon llhopal, 
but upon the whole of Central India. He .spoke 
in high terms of theenterpri.se which Her Highness 
had displayed in providing, without .security and 
free of interest, practically all the monej^ required 
for making the line. He had no doubt, he said, 
that the future would prove this outlay to be a 
sound financial transaction, and he expressed the 
hope that Her Highness’s example would be 
followed by many other ruling Chiefs. After 
refemng to the proposed extension of the line 
through Bhilsa to Agi-a, and the impetus which 
would thereby be given to the trade and agri- 
culture of the districts through which it was to 
pass, he asked his hearers to join him in drinking 
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to the health and long life of Her Highness the 
Begam, and to the success of Bhopal State Railway. 

Colonel William Kincaid, Mr. Crosthwaite, Chief 
Commissioner of the Central Provinces, and Colonel 
Thomson, also made congratulatory speeches, and, 
on their own behalf and that of the other guests, 
thanked Her Highness for the hospitable welcome 
which had been extended to them. The evening 
terminated with a display of fireworks. Colonel 
Bannerman and the Chief Commissioner left for 
Hoshangabad the next morning, and the other 
visitors departed in the course of the day. 

The construction of the railway coincided with 
one of those periods when my Mother’s displeasure 
'v^dth me was most marked. I, personally, there- 
fore, was little acquainted with what was taking 
place, and my account is based upon what I have 
been able to glean from State records. In those 
days, all my time was occupied with domestic 
affairs, and particularly with the education of my 
children, of which I will give a brief account 
before passing on to the events of the next chapter. 

Between the ages of my two sons, Kawab 
Nasrullah Khan a,nd Sahibzada Obaidullah Khan, 
there is a difference of only two years; and, 
though the elder began to study first, I was able 
to have them botli educated together. Tutors were 
appointed to teach them Urdu, Persian, and hand- 
writing, as well as to give them religious in- 
struction ; and they underwent, at the same time, 
a thorough training in military exercises. Moral 
instruction, without which education can never 
bear good fruit, they received at the hands of my 
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husband and myself. It had always been our 
desire that one of our sons should become a 
Hafiz, not only because amongst Muhammadans • 
such persons are higlily esteemed, but because to 
become a Hafiz is, in itself, an act of great piety. 
Seeing, therefore, that our ji^oungest son wa:s gifted ► 
with an unusually good memory, we decided that 
he was the better fitted to undertake the sacred 
task ; and whilst he was engaged in committing the 
Holy Book to memory, his elder brother com- 
menced to study English. Both of tliem worked 
hard and with zeal; and, in addition to the 
ordinary subjects of study, they read many Persian 
and Arabic books, from which tliey gained con- 
siderable knowledge of the world, as well as much 
wise counsel in regard to the conduct of life. 
Throughout the period of their education, the 
preservation of their health, and the cultivation in 
them of. good manners and habits, ranked with 
me above all other considerations. 

By the Grace of God, this system of education 
proved successful. My sons have grown up strong 
in mind and body, and their behaviour and habits 
ai'e tliose of well-bred Muhammadan gentlemen. * 
The manner in which they are able to- discharge 
their duties, whether civil or military, shows that 
their early training was well suited to their needs. 
The study of English did not form a part of ‘ 
Sdhibzada ObaiduUah Khan’s education. But he 
has since, with the help of my youngest son’s 
English tutor, acquired a very serviceable laiow- • 
ledge of that language, and is able to converse 
in it fi:eely and fluently on all ordinary topics. 
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DEGRADATION OF SIDIK HASAN KHAN — COLONEL 
C. I. H. WARD — SIR LEPEL GRIFFIN 

It has akeady been told how, on the occasion of 
my Blother’s first marriage, the Government of 
India had ordained that the husbands of the 
Begams of Bhopal should,’ from that time forward, 
be Nawabs only in name, and should have no title 
to interfere in any matters connected with the 
administration of the State. It has also been told 
how, after her second marriage, this ordinance Avas 
neglected, and how Sidik Hasan li!han was per- 
mitted to raise himself, step by step, until he 
became the virtual ruler of Bhopal. Enough too 
has been said about the character of this man to 
enable my readers to form some idea of tlie disas- 
trous results which his illegal assumption of 
authority produced. But it was not the evil 
influence of one man alone that brought the 
* State to the verge of ruin. Sidik Hasan Khan 
had surrounded himself ■with a band of adherents 
who, besides being utterly unscrupulous, had no 
personal interest in the welfare of the State, and 

no sympathy with the people; and to these men 
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he gave, one by one, every liigli office that fell 
vacant, with the result that corruption and mis- 
management spread into all branches of the 
administration. 

Amongst his other occupations Sidik Hasan 
Khan devoted considerable time to literary work, 
and possessed some reputation as an author, chiefly 
on account of his contributions to the controversial 
literature of the day. This was a field which pro- 
vided him with ample scope for his talents, but 
was, at the same time, one in which it was im- 
possible for liim to conceal his true character ; and 
he soon achieved for himself a notoriety which 
contributed in no small degree to his downfall. 
Amongst his other writings there were three books 
entitled Majmiia KhuUib, Stiddijal -u^-Sdif, and 
Iklardbal.-v.s-Sdat, which, though purporting to be 
religious treatises, constituted in reality an attack 
upon the British Government. These books were 
published just at the time when the British Army 
was pursuing the JMahdi in the Soudan, and it was 
not long before they were brought to the notice 
of tlie Government of India, who at once dis- 
patched them to Sir Lepel Griffin, Agent to the 
Governor-General in Central India. On receipt of 
the books. Sir Lepel Griffin, through the Political 
Agent in Bhopal, explained to Sidik Hasan Khan 
the evil consequences of such witings, and warned 
him against committing such an offence again. To 
this warning Sidik Hasan Khan paid no attention 
whatever, and in the course of the next two years 
published several more books of an equally ques- 
tionable charactei*. Sir Lepel Griffin, who had in 
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the meantime gone to England on leave, found 
these books awaiting him on his return ; and, 
hearing at the same lime reports of tlie unsatis- 
factory condition of affairs in the Slate, he eamc 
to Bhopal to inquire privately into all these mailers. 

On August 27th, lie had an interview with Her 
Highness, at Avhich there were present Colonel 
Kincaid (the Politicfil Agent), Munshi Dharam 
Naniyan, IMir Munshi of the Resideney, Syfid 
Abdul Ali, second Ntiib of the Slate, Syad Asgari 
Klian, and Syad Iiiayat Huseiii Khan, the State 
^'ak^L All the charges to which Sidik Hasan 
Khan had laid himself open were explained in 
detail to Her Highness, but such Avas her confi- 
dence in him that she declined to believe any of 
them. The next day another interview took place, 
at which all the books written by the Nawab Sahib 
were produced for exaniin.ation. This time the 
Nawdb Sahib himself was present. A large 
number of passages which had been previousl}'- 
noted were read aloud, and the Nawab was asked 
what he had to say in reply. He attempted an 
explanation, but he was altogether unable to 
refute the accusations brought against him. 

Six weeks later Sir Lepel Griffin again came to 
Bhopal, and on the 16th of Aluharram, 1303 A.H., 
a durbar was held at the Shaukat Mahal, which 
was attended by all the chief officers of the State, 
as well as by Nawab Ihtisham-ul-mulk, and my 
tlnree elder children. The Agent to the Governor- 
General arrived, accompanied by his Staff and the 
Political Agent; and, after a brief and formal- 
greeting, he turned to my Mother md said ; 
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“ His Excellency the Viccro}' has directed that 
Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan be deprived of his titles 
and his salute, and that he sliall in future abstain 
from all interference, direct or indirect, in tlie affairs 
of the State ; and that, in the event of his disre- 
garding this order,- a punishnicnt of a inucli heavier • 
kind shall be dealt out to him. Seeing that by his 
usurpation of aulhoi'il)^ and by the oppression tliat 
has characterized his acts, the condition of the 
State and its administration is in the highest degi’ec 
unsatisfactorj% His Excellency directs the appoint- 
ment of a dul)’’ qualified ]\Iadar-ul-muhsim who is » 
to be given full administrative powers.” 

I need not tell my readers that this punishment 
was a heaAy blow to Sidik Hasan Khan. 

J\Iother felt his disgrace hardly less keenly. Al- 
though, throughout the proceedings, nothing had , 
been done wliich cast any reflection on her 
character, or which implied that she was in any 
way responsible for the evils that had arisen, she, 
nevertheless, felt that the orders of the Govern- 
ment touched both her dignity and her honour. * 
Sidik Hasan Khan had no one to thank for his 
punishment but himself, yet he imputed the whole 
blame to me and the members of my household. ^ 
He did all in his power to convince my Mother 
that we had plotted his doAvnfall, and to encourage 
in her the idea that it was in reality herself upon 
whom the orders of the Government had brought 
disgrace, inasmuch as the titles and salute of which 
he had been deprived were honours belonging not 
to himself, but to the position that he held as the 
husband of the Ruler of Bhopal. 

My Mother firmly believed these accusations, 
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and was often heard to remark : “ It is Sultdn 
Jahan Begam and Sultan Dula who have brought 
this misfortune upon me.” I declared my inno- 
cence, and expressed my readiness to undergo any 
test my Mother might propose in order to prove 
it. She accepted my suggestion, and said that the 
next time Sir Lepel Griffin came to Bhopal I 
should take an oath in his presence, and in the 
presence of Colonel Kincaid and Colonel Ward, 
and that these gentlemen too should be asked to 
swear on the Holy Bible that neither I, nor any 
member of my family, had had any part in bringing 
about the Nawab Sahib’s disgrace. I replied that 
I was ready at any time to comply Avith Her 
Highness’s desire. But Sidik Hasan Khan kncAv 
that his charges were unfounded, and seeing that 
the proof of my innocence would necessarily involve 
the disclosure of his own duplicity, he induced my 
Mother to abandon her design. 

On February 16 th, 1886 , in accordance with the 
Order above referred to, NaAvab Abdul Latif Khan, 
C.I.E., Avas, on the suggestion of Sir Lepel Griffin, 
and Avith the approval of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, appointed First Minister of the State. 
He held the post only for four and a half months. 
He introduced many useful reforms into the 
judicial and revenue departments, and arranged 
for the transfer of an experienced officer from the 
‘British service to take charge of the latter. The 
accounts were disentangled and audited, and the 
true financial position of the State ascertained, after 
which a budget for the coming year Avas prepared. 
Nawdb Abdul Latif Kh^n displayed both energy 
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and ability, and, had he remained longer in Bhopal, 
would, in all probability, have brought the adminis- 
tration to a high state of efficiency. But Sidik 
Hasan Kh&i had set his mind on tlie appointment 
of an English Minister, thinking, for what reason I 
know not, that this would give him a better chance 
of regaining his lost powers and honours ; and he 
induced Her Highness to apply to the Govern- 
ment for the appointment of Mr. Brook, Deputy 
Commissioner in Khandwa. Moved by Her High- 
ness’s repeated sohcitations,^ the Government at 
last consented to the appomtment of a European, 
but selected for the post Colonel C. I. H. Ward, 
an officer with a high reputation for revenue work. 
He took charge fi’om Nawab Abdul Latff Khan 
on July 1st, 1886. 

Colonel Ward was an able administrator and a 
thorough Enghsh gentleman. He was intimately 
acquainted with the Indian character, and rapidly 
gained the sympathy of the people. From the day 
of his appointment, he gave liis whole heart to the 
task before him, bringing to bear on it an enormous 
capacity for hard work, a wide and practical know- 
ledge of Indian law and finance, a quick insight, 
and a shrewd judgment, while in all matters that 
came before him he gave the fullest possible con- 
sideration to the interests and wishes of the people. 
His niihistry was ■ a period of uninterrupted 
progress. A forest department was opened, a 
survey of the State was executed, new roads were 
made, strong and effective measures were taken 

^ This was in direct opposition to the advice of Sir Lepel Griffin^ who 
disapproved of the appointment of a European Minister, 
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to suppress bribery, and the police force was 
thoroughly reorganized.* As a result of these 
I’eforms, the revenue of the State showed a sub- 
stantial and steady increase. 

But even Colonel Ward did not succeed in 
pleasing everybody, and amongst the few who 
viewed his administration with disapproval was 
Sidik Hasan Khan. The regime of an Englisli 
Minister had not resulted in that rapid restoration 
to rank and power to which he had been looking 
forward, and he soon became as anxious for his 
removal as he had before been to bring about his 
appointment. His efforts were, as usual, seconded 

* In the reorganization of tlio police, very valuable a?si stance was 
rendered by j\Iuiishi Israr Ilasaii Khan. lie was one among the many 
able officers who took service in Bhopal during Colonel 'Ward’s ministry, 
and he now liolds the post of Moin-ul-muham, or Chief Judicial 
Minister of the State. He came to Bhopal as Supcriutendcut of 
Folico, and by his hard work, liis strict integrity, and his indifTcrcncc 
to the opinions of all except his own superior officers, he g<*iincd the 
respect both of Her Highness and of Colonel 'Ward. Unfortunately, 
there were others who by no means appreciated Israr Hasan Khan’s 
high sense of dut}^, and the very qualities I have mentioned procured 
him so many enemies that, on the retirement of Colonel Ward, he, 
too, resigned his appointment, and returned to the service of the 
British Government, from wliich hc had been transferred. 

Khan Bahadur Israr Hasan Khan is a member of a well-known 
family of the Hafiz Khali, in Shahjahanapiir. During the Mutin}', his 
father and uncles served the British Government with bravery and 
distinction. The former had his house burnt to ashes, and two of the 
latter were killed. Mr. Carmichael, Senior Member of the Board of 
Revenue in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, concludes a short 
account of this family with these words : " Every member of this loyal 
family is entiUed to our consideration and respect.” The Government 
of India has not forgotten its obligations, and to this day any member 
of this branch of the Hafiz Khail who desires service is sure of an 
hoiioin-ahle post. Muhammad Israr Hasan Khan was a Deputy Col- 
lector in the district of Unao when his services were transferred to the 
State. In the year 1906 he received the title ^^Klian Bahddur” in 
recognition of his personal qualities and meritorious service. 
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by Nawab Shah Jalidn Begam, and the Govern- 
ment of India, only too glad to have the services of 
Colonel Ward again at its disposal, withdrew him 
after he had served the State for t^vo and a half 
years.' Colonel Ward’s successor was Munshi » 
Imtiy^z Ali Khdn, a Vakil from the province of 
Oudh. ^ He assumed charge of his office on the 
17th of Rabbi-us-sani, 1306 a.h. 

Soon after the degradation of Sidik Hasan 
Khdn, Sir Lepel Griffin again came to Bhopal, this 
time for a very different purpose, namely, to pre- 
sent to Hafiz Muhammad Khdn, Mir Bakshi of • 
the State troops, the badge of a Companion of the 
Indian Empire. The ceremony was performed at 
a durbar held in the Shaukat Mahal on February 
20th, 1886. There were present Her Highness 
the Begam, myself, Nawab Ihtish^m-ul-mulk, 
Colonel Kincaid, Political Agent, the First As- 
sistant to the Agent to the Governor-General, 
and a large number of nobles and state officials. 
Sir Lepel Griffin made an eloquent and interesting 
speech, which was afterwards read in Urdu by his > 
First Assistant, and then, with his own hand, 

, fastened the badge to the Mfr Bakshi’s breast. 


^ Muliaminad Israr Hasan Khan tendered liis resignation at the 
same time. Her HighnesSj being fully aware of the excellent work he 
was doing} at first refused to accept it ; but^ as he would not be per- » 
suaded to change his miiid, she was compelled^ with great reluctance^ 
to let him go. My husband had a very high opinion of Isrdr Hasan 
KhaO} and often spoke of him to me. Evidence of his ability reached 
me from other sources^ and^ when 1 became the ruler of the State, 1 
applied to the Government of India for the transfer of his services. 
He has since risen step by step, and now holds one of the highest i 
appointments in the State, a position which he fills in a manner that 
fully justifies the estimate 1 had formed of him. 
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* Muhammad Hasan Khan had previously been 
decorated for his services during the Mutiny, but 
his medal had been lost or stolen, and the Govern- 
ment of India had permitted a duplicate to be 
made in Calcutta. This medal also Sir Lepel 
Griffin presented to him ; and he was likewise the 
recipient of a kkiJdt, or robe of honour, from Her 
Highness as a special mark of her favour. 

The speech which Sir Lepel Griffin made on 
this occasion is too long to quote in full. From 
the extract which follows it will be seen how 

* little my Mother is to be held responsible for the 
disorders Avhich sprang up in the State during 
the period of her husband’s control. Previous 
to her second marriage, the excellence of her ad- 
ministration had been constantly acknowledged 
by the highest officers of the Government. Those 

* in whom she afterwards reposed her confidence 
would have deceived the ablest ruler. She lost 
none of the high qualities of heart and mind for 
which she had been previously distinguished : 
but, the marriage with Nawab Sidik Hasan Khan 
once being accomplished, it became impossible for 
her to escape the destinies which that step in- 
volved. 

, At the commencement of the speech in question. 
Sir Lepel Griffin spoke in the highest terms of 
' Her Highness’s loyalty, and of the loyalty and 
bravely which had so often been displayed by 
previous members of her house. He then ex- 
» plained at considerable length the policy of the 
British Government in its dealings with Native 
States, and showed how much had been done by 
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Great Britain, both in India and elsewherei to 
protect and further the interests of the Muham- » 
madan race, instancing the support which had 
been given to Turkey during the Russo-Turkish ’ 
war, and the protection which had been afforded 
to pilgrims to Mecca. Turning next to the State 
of Bhopal, he said : 

***For reasons to which I need not refer the • 
administration of the State became thoroughly 
contemptible. Every class of the population, 
Hindu and Muhammadan alike, felt the hand of 
the oppressor, and lived in a perpetual state of • 
fear. In the city all authority was vested in a 
few , individuals, ea6li of whom exercised simul- 
taneously the powers of a magistrate, a policeman, 
and a gaoler. Neither life nor reputation was 
safe. Tyiro of these magistrates, who had been 
guilty of oppression and cruelty, were at my 
suggestion, and with the consent of Her High- 
ness, charged with their crimes in the Court of ' 
the Political Agent, where they were convicted, 
and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment. The 
assessment of village lands was increased to such 
an extent that a large number of mustdjirs and 
cultivators were ruined, and seven thousand of , 
the latter migrated from the State, arid settled 
in the neighbourhood of Bhilsa' in. the territory 
of the Maharaja Sindhia. Lawsuits were won « 
by those who could offer the biggest . bribes, and 
the complaints of the poor passed unheeded.” 

After referring ' to . Her Highness’s endeavours 
to bring about a better state of things. Sir Lepel 
Griffin continued as follows : 

“ On a happy occasion such as the present I 
should not refer .to a subject painful both to Her • 
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Highness and to myself, were it not that I wish 
to take this opportunity of proclaiming publicly 
* Her Highness’s wise and courageous resolution to 
put down every evil that is brought to her notice, 
and to introduce such reforms as will result in the 
permanent benefit of her subjects. She has ap- 
pointed a Muhammadan gentleman^ of distinguished 
ability and high reputation to be the Minister of 
the State, and has placed the control of aU de- 
partments and offices in his hands. He will be 
subject to no outside interference, but will deal 
in all matters directly with Her Highness. I 
am sure that when the people of Bhopal become 
acquainted with this reform and its beneficial results 
they will congratulate themselves on their good 
fortune in living under the sway of a Ruler who is 
ready to hear a complaint or to redress a "wrong 
the moment she becomes aware of its existence. 

“ There is no State in India which Her Ma,jesty 
the Queen and His Excellency the Viceroy regard 
with more friendly interest than the State of 
Bhopal, which, whether in peace or adversity, has 
' always remained the true friend of the British 
Government. This loyalty will be all the more 
appreciated when it becomes known how Her 
‘ Highness the Begam has determined to legislate 
for the good of her people, and to root out, once 
and for all, oppression and corruption from her 
territories. 

“ On behalf of His Excellency the Viceroy, I 
beg to congratulate Her Highness on the wise 
- course she has adopted, and I trust her good fame 
^vill advance, step by step, Avith the happiness 
of her subjects and the prosperity of her State.” 

The events just narrated shoAV hoAv closely Sir 
* Lepel Griffin is connected with the history of my 

^ Nawab Abdul Latif Kban^ C J.E. 
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family, and how keen an interest he took in the 
affairs of the State. He was a statesman of un- 
usual ability, possessing bold determination and 
a deep, if somewhat stem, sense of justiee ; • 
while in all matters that came before him, whether 
for advice or decision, he displaj'ed both patience 
and sympathJ^ The smallest detail never escaped 
his notice, and his opinion once formed was seldom 
altered. In the case of Sidik Hasan Khan he * 
acted Anth forbearance and kindness ; and it Avas 
not until these means had proved unaA'ailing that 
he had recoui*se to the sterner measures I have 
described. Throughout these painful proceedings, * 
he shoAved the greatest consideration lor my 
Mother, and carefully avoided any step Avhich 
might cast a slur upon her character. Indeed, 
he spoke highly of her at all times, for he fully 
recognized her many good qualities. He rightly 
held Sidik Hasan Khan and his adherents re- 
sponsible for the evils Avhich had sprung up in '' 
the State, and he saAv that my Mother Avas blind 
to the deceptions that Avere practised upon her, 
and poAA'erless to escape from the netA\mrk of 
intrigue by Avliich she AA^as surrounded. 

•After his retirement. Sir Lepel Griffin continued 
to take an actiA'^e interest in the affairs of the 
land he had served so well, and his opinion, 
Avhether spoken or Avritten, on Indian matters Avas 
alAA^ays considered of the highest value. The 
friendly relations that exist to-day betAA^een India ' 
and Afghdnistdn Avere largely of his maldng. The 
late Amir, Abdul Rahman Khan, in his autobio- 
graphy writes; 
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“ I consider the present friendly situation to be 
largely due to the wise and politic manner in 
which negotiations ^vith me and the people of 
Afghanistan were conducted by Sir Lepel Griffin, 
and I do not think that the services that he 
rendered to his Government have been adequately 
rewarded. If General Roberts deserved to be 
created Lord of Kandahar, he equally deserves 
the title Lord of Kabul.” 

The news of Sir Lepel Griffin’s premature 
death was a heavy blow to his many friends in 
India, where he will be remembered as one who 
devoted his life to the advancement and protection 
of British interests, and to the strengthening of 
British power. 



CHAPTER XII 


THIRD JOURNEY TO CALCUTTA — ^.TUBII.EE CELE- 
BRATIONS 

Her Highness felt the degradation of Sidik 
Hasan lOian so keenly, and was so convinced that 
he was the victim of a conspiracy set on foot by 
her own enemies with the ultimate object of over- 
throAving her rule, that she determined to go to 
Calcutta, and, in a personal inter\aew with the « 
Viceroy, ask for a reinvestigation of the whole 
affair. Sidik Hasan Khan had decided to go also ; > 
but the Agent to the Governor-General, hearing of 
his intention, informed him, through the Political 
Agent, that this could not be allowed. He was 
accordingly left behind, and Her Highness, accom- 
panied only by Bilkis .Tallin Begam and a few 
' retainers, set out from Bhopal on March 8th, 1886. 
On her arrival at Calcutta she was met by the 
Secretary to the Government of India and an 
Aide-de-camp. A carnage drawn by four horses 
was waiting at the railway-station, in which she 
drove Avith Bilkis Jahan Begam to Chauringhi 
Road, where a house had been engaged for her 
accommodation. 

On March 12th, Her Highness paid a State 
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visit to the Viceroy at Government House, being 
accompanied by Bilkis Jahan Begam, Midn Akbar 
Muhammad Khan, Mian Ashik Husein, Syad 
Abdul Ali, second Naib of the State, the State 
Vakfl, and Munshi Diu Dial, Mir Munshi of the 
Sehore Agency. The following day. His Excel- 
lency paid a return ^dsit, in the course of which 
my Mother explained the object of her journey to 
Calcutta, His Excellency listening, but making no 
comment. On March 14th, a visit was paid to 
Lady DufFerin, which was also returned the fol- 
lo^ving day. During her sojourn in Calcutta, many 
other ladies and gentlemen called on my Mother, 
amongst them being Mrs. Durand, ^vife of the 
Foreign Secretary, and the wife of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. 

On March 18th, a second and private interview 
with His Excellency took place, at which my 
Mother presented a kharttay dealing with the affairs 
of Sidik Hasan Khan, and concluding with a 
request that the Deputy Commissioner of Police 
in Calcutta might be appointed Minister of the 
State. His Excellency accepted the kharUa, and 
said he would give his reply after submitting it to 
Sir Lepel Griffin. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Durand 
came to see my Mother, and in a kind and 
courteous manner gave her to understand that no 
alteration in the orders of the Government was 
possible. Mr. Durand was intimately acquainted 
with the character and customs of the Afghan 
people, and, as his father had been Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India during the 
rule of Nawdb Sikandar Begam, he was specially 
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interested in the Bhopal State. He expressed 
great sorrow on account of the troubles which had 
befallen my IMother, and with much friendly 
sympathy pointed out to her that they were the 
direct consequence of her departure from the tradi- 
tions of her race in contracting a second marriage, 
and in selecting for her consort a man of alien race 
and low degree. 

Although His Excellency had found it impos- 
sible to comply with my Mother’s request, he 
showed her every mark of respect and friendship. 
To Bilkis .lahan Begam he was specially kind. On 
one occasion she was taken by Colonel Kincaid to 
a Flower Show, at which both His Excellency 
and Lady DufFerin were present. His Excellency 
greeted her in the kindest manner, and said, “ Do 
you know that I have actually risen from a bed of 
sickness to have the pleasure of seeing you here 
to-day ? ” Bilkis .Tahsin thanked him for his kind 
words, and then Lady Dufferin took her to see 
the aviary and other interesting features of the 
show. 

Her Highness remained in Calcutta for twenty- 
five days. Her arrival had been announced in 
most of the papers ; and one of these, a Bengali 
organ called The Indian 3Iirror, went so far as 
to state that the Begam of Bhopal had come to 
Calcutta to consult the Viceroy on the reorganiza- 
tion of her Government. As a consequence of this, 
a large number of Bengali pleaders, and others 
who apparently thought that the situation offered 
opportunities, found their way to Chauringhi Hoad. 
They met with no success, however, for not' one 
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of them was granted an interview. Her Highness 
subscrihed liberally to many institutions in Cal- 
cutta : Rs. 10,000 was given to the Lady Dufferin 
Fund, Rs. 1,500 to the Bible Society, Rs. 2,000 
to the Islamia Madrissa, besides a scholarship of 
Rs. 6,000 to enable a student to study either Law 
or IMedicine in England for three years, with an 
additional Rs. 1,200 for the expenses of his journey. 
On April 7th, Her Highness left for Bhopal. 

There is one other incident connected with this 
visit to Calcutta which deserves to be recounted 
because it shows that, in spite of the constant 
efforts that were made to embitter the relations 
between my IMother and my family, yet her affec- 
tion for me never wholly disappeared from her 
heart. It happened that when preparations were 
being made for the journey, I fell sick, and, though 
I was much better by the time the day of depar- 
ture arrived, I had not fully recovered. My Mother 
had been in the habit of receiving reports of my 
health from Bilkis Jahan, and her anxiety on my 
account was made known to me by the same 
means. I used to call Bilkis Jahan my little fairy 
ambassador, and looked forward to her daily visits 
with infinite pleasure ; for I was always anxious to 
see her, as well as to hear what intelligence she 
might bring me. God rest her gentle spirit ; many 
a time, like an angel of mercy, she came to me 
with tidings that filled my heart with thankfulness 
and joy ; and it was a sad day for me when I learnt 
that my little ambassador had been deprived of her 
office. 

As I have already said, my health was improving 
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rapidly when my IMoiher set out for Calcuttsi. 
As dcays went by, and the period of her absence 
became unusually prolonged, there were cerUiin 
people who began to feel anxious lest by the 
influence and advice of tliose in high places, and 
by associating with European ladies of high rank. 
Her Highness’s ideas and inclinations might be 
clianged or modified in a manner that would be by 
no means acceptable to them. They accordingly 
contrived a plan by which they knew that she 
would be thro^vn into a sUite of great anxiety 
and agitation. Their object was twofold : firstly, 
to induce her speedy return to Kliopal; and, 
secondly, to increase the disfavour witli which she 
ah’eady regarded my husband, Nawab Ihtisham-ul- 
mulk. 

The plan was a simple one. Letters purporting 
to be from various quarters were sent to Calcutta, 
giving a most alai’raing account of my health, and 
accusing the Nawab Sahib of neglecting me to 
such an extent that there was very little hope 
of my recovery. These letters reached my Mother, 
and caused her the gi'eatest uneasiness. She sent 
at once for Joan Bourbon, a highly connected 
French lady,* who was governess to Bilkis Jahan 
Begam, and with tears of sorrow on ray account, 
and violent manifestations of anger against the 
Nawab Sahib, told her of the news she had re- 
ceived. Joan Bourbon proposed to write at once 
to Bhopal for further particulars. Her Highness 
agreed, but thought it better that the letter should 

* For an account of the Bourbons of Bhopal^ sec ^^ol. III. of the 
Central India State Gazetteer ^ pp. 106-7* 
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• be written by Bilkis Jahan. “ She is her .child,” 
she said, “ and it will appear only natural that she 
should inquire after her mother’s health.” It was 
decided that the letter should be addressed to the 
Nawab Sahib, as I was apparently so dangerously 
sick. The following letter was therefore dis- 
patched : 

“ To the Kiblah and Kdhah of both the Worlds, 
Sultan Dula Sahib Bahadur, — 

“ The news of the grievous sickness of my 
honoured IMother, which has reached us through 
letters from Bhopal, has plunged us all in the 
deepest anxiety. For the love of God, do not 
leave us, who are absent, in suspense, but send us 
tidings with all the speed possible, that our hearts 
may be comforted.” 

When this letter reached Bhopal, it was brought 
to me by the Nawab S^hib, and the following reply 
was at once sent : 

“ Light of my eyes, your letter shdws that you 
have received news about my health which has 
caused you anxiety, letters from Bhopal ha\dng 
informed you that 1 am dangerously ill. Your 
letter was shown to me by your Father, and that 
you may be the more comforted, I am writing 
the reply to it with my own hand. The weak- 
ness which you saw in me has disappeared, and 
by the grace of God I am now in perfect health, 
and looking forward to the return of Her High- 
ness and yourself. I pray that your journey may 
be a safe one.” 

When my Mother returned to Bhopal, we learned 
from Bilkis Jahan Begam and from Joan Bourbon, 
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hoAv real her anxiety on my account had been, and 
1 rejoiced to think that, ■whatever troubles might 
come upon me through the malice of others, the 
ties of blood could never be wholly severed. 

During the succeeding two years, only one event 
occurred which calls for notice — namel}^ the Jubilee . 
of Her INIajcsty the Queen-Empress. In India 
the celebration took place on February 16th, 1887, 
a day that will always be remembered as one of 
universal joy. The date was officially communi- 
cated to Her Highness some weeks beforehand, 
and she decided to commemorate the great event, 
not only by holding a durbar and general festivities, 
but by the erection of a memorial which should 
confer a permanent benefit on the people of Bhopal. 

It was decided that this memorial should take the 
form of a band to the Shahjahanabad lake, and 
should be called the Kaisar Embankment. Orders 
were issued by Colonel Ward that the day was 
to be observed as a general holiday, and arrange- 
ments were made for a review of troops, illumina- 
tions, a banquet to the European residents, and the 
release of a number of prisoners. A sum of a 
hundred rupees was sent to the Political Agent for 
feeding the poor in the Sehore cantonment, and 
a full report of aU the preparations was sent to the 
Agent to the Governor-General. 

On the appointed day, a salute of 101 guns 
was fired from the Fatehgarh fort, and a review 
of the entire Bhopal army took place on the 
Jahdngh’dbad parade ground, at the close of which 
a sum of five hundred rupees was distributed among 
the soldiers. Twenty-four prisoners were released 
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from gaol, five of wliom were under life sentences, 
and two others had their sentences reduced. 
Colonel Ward, on behalf of Her Highness, laid 
the foundation stone of the Kaisar Embankment, 
and at night the entire city was illuminated, forts, 
palaces, offices, private houses, and bazars glittering 
with all the colours of the rainbow. Tlie .Tahan- 
girabad lake was also illuminated, and a brilliant 
display of fireworks took place in front of the 
Purana Kothi, where the European guests were 
being entertained. During the day, Her Highness 
* sent a congratulatory cablegram to Her JMa-jesty the 
Queen, to which the following reply was received 
through the Agent to the Governor-General : 

“ Her Imperial Majesty has directed His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy to thank you very warmly for 
your congi’atulations.” 

A few days later. Her Higlmess received a 
kharfta from His Excellency in confirmation of 
this message, containing many expressions of kind- 
ness and good-will. By Her Highness’s order, this 
khartta was read out to the troops on the parade 
ground, and a kliarita was sent in reply, gratefully 
acknowledging His Excellency’s kindness, and con- 
taining an account of the rejoicings which had 
taken place at Bhopjil. 

The Jubilee was not celebrated in England till 
June 21st. This day was also observed as a holiday 
in Bhopal, and a salute of 101 guns was again 
fired. Her Highness sent a second cablegram to 
Her Majesty, through the Agent to the Governor-. 
General, which was as follows ; 
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“ The Begam of Bhopal sends her most hearty 
congratulations to Her JMajesty the Queen-Empress 
on the completion of fifty years of her reign.” 

A reply was received on August 1st : 

“ Her INIajesty the Queen-Empress heartily 
thanks you for your congratulations.” 

Soon after the making of the Kaisar Embank- 
ment had commenced, Her Highness decided to 
have another memorial of Her IMajesty’s Jubilee, 
on an even larger scale, which wjis to take the form 
of an e.\tension to the city water-works. On more 
than one occasion. Dr. Dane, the Agency Surgeon, 
had condemned the water of the lower lake as 
being unfit for household use. It was, therefore, 
decided to make this water available for irrigation 
in the gardens and fields to the north of the to^vn, 
and at the same time to supply drinking-water 
from the Talab KaMn, or large lake, to Jahan- • 
gfrabad and other quarters unconnected with tlie 
existing works. The water for irrigation was to be 
conducted to its destination by means of a channel 
starting from the Pukhta Pul, or northern band 
of the lower lake, while the drinking water for 
the city was to be conducted in pipes from the 
Tdlab ICaMn to the entrance to the new channel, 
where a large water-wheel would pump it up into 
the city. The plans and estimate (amounting to . 
over' three lakhs of rupees) were prepared by 
Mr. Cook, the State Engineer, and as soon as they 
had been approved by Her Highness the work was 
commenced. It was completed in three years ; and 
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on Ramazan 21st, 1308 a.h., water flowed into 
Jahangirabad and the Nisliat Afzah garden. Many 
new branches have since been opened, and water 
is now carried as far as Islamnagar, a distance of 
more than six miles from the city. 



CHAPTER XIII 


DEATH OF BILKIS .TAHA^’ BEGAM 

Befobe I tell the manner of my beloved daughter’s 
death, T propose to acquaint my readers wth the 
main circumstances of her brief life, for they have 
a considerable bearing on the events recorded in 
this history, and explain, to a large extent, the 
hostile attitude towards me of Sidik Hasan Khan, » 
of whose machinations she was for some time the 
innocent and unconscious centre. 

When only four months old, Bilkis Jahan Begara 
was vaccinated for small-pox. She was at that - 
time living with me, and my Mother had clearly 
told me that she did not propose to follow the » 
example of Nawab Sikandar Begam (who, as my 
readers 'will remember, took upon herself the 
entire responsibility of my up-bringing), and had 
no intention of removing my daughter from my 
care. When, however, the vaccination had taken 
place she came to me and said, with gi*eat kindness, 
“You yourself are still very young. I wiU take » 
care of Bilkis Jahan until she has quite recovered 
her health.” And my daughter was . accordingly 
removed to her house. 

As soon as the effects of the vaccination had 

189 



190 DEATH OF BILKIS JAHAN BEGAM 

passed away, I inquired of Joan Bourbon, her 
governess, when she would be sent back to me. 
She was unable to give me any answer, and in- 
formed the Begam of my question. Later in the 
day when, according to my usual custom, I went 
to see my Mother, I was received with every sign 
of anger. Guessing the cause of this, I at once 
explained that I had no objection whatever to her 
keeping my daughter as long as she desired to do 
so, and that the only reason why I had inquired 
about her return was that I had understood the 
arrangement to be a temporary one, necessitated 
by the vaccination. Nothing more was said on 
the subject, but soon after my return my Mother 
herself brought Bilkis Jahan to my palace and 
left her there. The nurse followed a few minutes 
later, and then the door between our palaces was 
shut and locked. Late the same evening Sidik 
Hasan Kh^n came to me. He said that Her 
Highness was in great distress, and begged me 
to send my daughter back. I replied'' that I was 
perfectly willing to do so, and she accordingly 
returned with him to her Grandmother’s house. 

In spite of her anger against me, which after the 
journey to Calcutta increased to such an extent that 
aU communication between our families came to an 
end, my Mother nevertheless continued to keep 
my daughter in her possession, and to treat her 
Avith as much kindness as ever. As long as my 
Mother continued to live at the Shaukat Mahal 
I saw my daughter daily, but after the removal 
to the Tdj Mahal she was seldom sent to me more • 
than twice or three times a week. When Bilkis 
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.Tahan reached her seventh 3^eai\ she was told to 
report to her Grandmother all conversations that » 
took place between herself and me, and at the 
same time certain female attendants of mj^ Mother • 
received orders to accompany^ her whenever she 
visited me, and to take note of everything that was 
said either bj' niy husband or b}' me. We might 
very well have resented the intrusion of these 
women, but so little thought had Ave of saying 
anytliing tliat could give offence to Her Highness 
that we paid no attention to their presence, and 
if the)' reported nothing but Avhat tliey heal'd they 
can haA*e done us little hami. 

Meanwhile, Sidik Hasan Khan’s influence oi'er 
my J\iother grew stronger and stronger, and her 
unfriendly attitude towards me and my family 
became more and more pronounced, till at last 
our position came to be little better than that 
of State prisoners, so closely Avere our actions - 
AA'atched and our movements prescribed. It AA'as 
alAA'ays a sore point Avith Sidik Hasan Khan that 
his sons Avere in a more or less inferior position • 
in the State, and possessed none of the priA’ileges 
belon^ng to members of the ruling family. It 
was also a bitter disappointment to him that Her 
Highness bore him no son, for the birth of a child, - 
and particularly of a male child, would haA'e added 
greatly to the importance of his OAAm position, and 
would at the same time have rendered him a far . 
more powerful and formidable antagonist. Long 
ago he had sought to bring about a marriage . 
between myself and one of his sons, but, finding 
that he had not sufficient influence to upset the 
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plans of Nawdb Sikandar Begam, he considered 
discretion the better part of valour, and posed 
as the supporter of the marriage which she 
had arranged, although it seemed to give the 
death-blow to his ambition. The birth of Bilkis 
Jahan Begam, however, opened up new possi- 
bilities, and he was not long in laying his plans, 
of which the removal of the child to my Mother’s 
control — and therefore to his own — ^v’^as the first 
step. This he contrived with such skill that we 
saw in it nothing more than the evidence of a 
grandmother’s affection, and even my Mother her- 
self was probablj'^ unaware that she was being 
influenced b}’^ anything but her own inclinations. 
Had we seen through Sidik Hasan Khan’s design, 
it is doubtfiil if we could have done anything to 
frustrate it; for if, without being able to assign 
any adequate reason, we liad rejected my JMother’s 
offer, made apparently with the kindest intentions, 
our action would have been generally condemned, 
and my Mother would have felt herself grievously 
affronted. 

Sidik Hasan Kh^in used all his influence and 
all his resources to further his cherished object. 
Although the son in question alreadj'^ had a vdfe, 
and not only a wife but children also, he was 
made the constant companion of Bilkis Jahdn 
Begam, and, whether in play-time or lesson-time, 
was always to be found at her side. At the 
same time Her Highness commenced to reside 
permanently at the Taj Mahal in Shahjahan^lbdd, 
as a result of which I seldom saw my daughter 
more than once a week. 
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Slattcrs conliimed thus until Bilkis Jahan Begain 
reached her eleventh year, and then her marriage 
with Ali Hasan Khan began to be openly dis- 
cussed. Finding our suspicions confirmed, and 
learning that Her Highness, in spite of the fact 
that Ali Hasan Khan had a wife and children ■ 
li\dng, and was a stranger b)' birth, had given 
her consent to the betrothal, my husband and I 
were in gi'cat consternation, and determined, at all 
costs, to get our child back to her own home, 
lest she might consent to the proposal through 
fear of my IMother’s anger; for it is the custom 
throughout the East for children to abide, in such • 
matters, by the decision of the elders of the 
family. Whilst we were seeldng means to combat 
the difficulties, intrigues, and even dangers which 
now began to surround us, Billds .Jahan Begam • 
fell seriously ill. For several days continuously 
she was in a high fever, and suffering acute pain in 
her chest. She was attended by a native Haldm, 
and neither I, nor any one belonging to me, was 
allowed to see her. 

On a former occasion, when she had been ill 
yith fever, she had begged so earnestly that her 
father might be allowed to come and see her, that 
Her Highness, although at this time the Nawab 
Sahib was deep in her displeasure, could not deny 
the request. She herself, however, left the palace 
the moment he arrived, and for twenty-four hours 
did not return. Billds Jahan wept bitterly at her 
grandmother’s absence, and when she came back, 
promised never to ask for her father again. The 
remembrance of this trouble and the promise she 
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had made revived in her mind as she again lay 
ill ; and, greatly as she longed for her parents to 
come and see her, she was true to her word, and 
never once asked that they might be sent for. I 
made constant inquiries, but to none of my 
messages did I receive any answer ; and when I 
sent my own confidential attendant, she was not 
even admitted into the palace. All that she could 
tell me on her return was that, as she was coming 
away, a voice had called out to her from the 
■window of Bilkis .Tahan’s chamber, “ Go ; b)'- the 
Grace of God, all is going on well.” 

After this, for the space of two weeks, aU kinds 
of contradictory reports reached me, and my state 
of mind can better be imagined than described. 
At the end of this time, to my unbounded relief, 
my daughter came to see me. She was better, 
but so weak that she could scarcely walk. There 
were deep black lines under her eyes, and her skin 

was the colour of saffron. We learnt for the first 

\ 

time that she had been suffering from pneumonia. 
For the sake of her health and our o\ra peace 
of mind, as well as on account of the mamage 
question, we made up our minds that she should 
not again leave our house. 

When the Begam heard of this determination, 
she was on the point of coming herself to fetch my 
daughter away. Had she come, had she seen me 
in my own home with my happy children about 
me, there can be little doubt that her heart, which 
was by nature tender, would have relented towards 
us, and all the growing discord might have been 
turned to harmony. But this possibility also oc- 
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currcd to Sidik Hasan Khan, whom the prospect . 
of liarmony inspired with anything Ijiit lieavcnly 
joys. He assured nij' Mother that if she entered 
lier daiigliler's house .she would meet with insult • 
and indignity at the hands of her son-in»law. 
His words invariably cast a kind of spell over her, 
which she seemed powerless to resist. She at o7ice 
changed her mind, or, at any rate, her plans ; and 
sending for Colonel "Ward, begged him to use anj' 
means in his power, even military force if neces- 
sary, to get IJilkis .Tallin Ilegam restored to hci\ 
In the meantime, my daughter began rapidly 
to regain health and strength ; but her sepanilion 
from her grandmotlier, to whom, ;is I have already 
STiid, she Avas greatl}’ attached, oflcn made her 
unhappy, though she did her best to conceal her 
grief. She loved her parents, and she loved to be 
with her brothers and Iier sister. But liaving been 
brought up bj'' the Begam from tlie time Avhen she 
Avas four months old, she naturally clung Avith all a , 
child’s affection to the nurse of her early years, and 
to the surroundings Avith Avhich all the recollections 
of her childhood were associated. Painful as it 
. AA'as to me to see her tears, I could do nothing but 
perseA'ere in the course I had taken. ]\ly Mother’s 
anger Avas intense, and the knoAA’ledge that she 
too AA'as unhappy added, in no small degree, to 
the perplexities of my position and the affliction 
of my mind. Many, Avho Avere unable to see 
beneath the surface, branded me as disrespectful * 
and heartless. But Avhether 1 should have been 
justified in risking the future happiness of my 
child in order to saA'e myself from trouble and 
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obloquy, is a matter I leave to the judgment of 
my readers. 

On receiving the above-mentioned instructions, 
Colonel Ward came to see me, and I told him 
exactly how matters stood, and confided to him all 
my suspicions and fears. Colonel Ward was a 
wise and able JMinister, and he was fully acquainted 
with the nature of the present feud, and the causes 
which had led to it. After listening attentively to 
my statement, he expressed his determination to 
do all that lay in his power to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between my Mother and myself. I assured 
him that there was nothing I so earnestly desired, 
and that I would second his endeavours to the 
utmost of my abilit5^ For more than a year he 
persevered in his efforts, and at last persuaded my 
Mother to agree that if Bilkis .Tahan Begam were 
again placed in her charge, I should be allowed to 
visit her whenever I chose to do so; l\Iy Mother 
‘ caused an actual agreement to this effect to be 
drawn up, a copy of which was sent to me. I 
expressed myself ready to abide by all the con- 
ditions laid down, and made only one stipulation, 
namely, that I should be allowed to take up my 
residence close to the Taj Mahal, so that I might 
be within easy reach of my daughter. Colonel 
Ward at once saw the fairness of this condition, 
but my Mother refused to accept it, and the agree- 
ment came to nothing. 

I was, however, much easier in my mind than 
I had been at first, for the time that Bilkis Jahdn 
had spent in her own home had worked a con- 
siderable change in her. She was now completely 
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restored to health and spirits, and was living ‘ a 
happier life than she had ever known before. At 
the Taj Mahal there had been none to play with 
^ her, and, with the exception of her grandmother, - 
none who had any real affection for her. She 
now found herself surrounded with loving friends 
and happy playmates, and everything that could 
make her childhood pleasant. Moreover, as she 
grew older and her character developed, she began 
to view the world from a less childish stand- 
point, and her opinions and actions often showed 
shrewd judgment as well as considerable will 
power. She was now altogether averse from re- - 
turning to her grandmother’s house, and steadily 
■withstood all the effoits tliat were made to tempt 
her to go there. She still loved the Begam, 
but she was able to see, and she felt as keenly 
as any of us, the injustice with whicli her family ^ 
was being treated, and she declared that she 
would not go to Shahjah^nabad until her mother 
could go with her. She made many earnest and 
pathetic appeals to the Begam on my behalf. But 
an appeal to the Begam was only another name for 
an appeal to Sidik Hasan Khan, and the will of 
the former, and not the inclination of the latter, 
dictated its reply. 

In arranging my, Mother’s papers after her death, 

I came upon several of the letters which were at this 
r time written to her by Bilkis Jahan Begam. Many 
of them were in fragments, and, being written in 
the yet unformed hand of a child, were not easily 
legible. It will be sufficient if I quote one of 
them, which runs thus: 
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“My dear Grandmother, do you not love me 
still ? If you do, why do you not forgive my 
Mother ? She is thinking about 3'^ou just as much 
as you think about me. Please forgive her for my 
sake. Tell me when you are going to call her to 
you. If you do not call her, I shall know that 
you do not love me.” 

That the Begam’s heart was touched by these 
letters I cannot doubt ; but they produced no 
visible effect, nor from that time forward did I 
ever receive from her any tokens either of affection 
or forgiveness. 

In the month of Shaban, 1304 a.h., Bilkis Jahan 
» Begam was attacked by a severe fever. IMy house, 
which was situated in the heart of the city, was 
small and ill-ventilated. Even when I had lived 
alone with my husband, it had barely sufficed for 
our accommodation ; and now that I had four chil- 
dren, and, in consequence, a much larger number 
of servants, all of whom lived on v the premises, 
the building was most unhealthily crowded. I, 
therefore, removed my daughter to the Hdyat 
Afzah garden, hoping that the change to a purer 
atmosphere would restore her to health. It soon 
became apparent that she was suffering from 
- typhoid fever, and by the advice of Colonel Ward, 
from whom, as well as from Mrs. Ward, I received 
unfailing help and sympathy, I called in Dr. Dane 
fr’om Sehore, and, at his request. Dr. Hannyngton, 
Cml Surgeon at Indore, was also summoned. 

Knowing the dangerous nature of the disease 
my daughter had contracted, and that in less than 
twenty-one days the crisis must come, I determined 
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to make a final effort to overcome my IMother’s 
anger. Choosing a time in the afternoon when I 
knew that she would have risen from her siesta, • 
I went to the Taj Mahal, and, alighting from my 
carriage, made my way towards her bedroom, 
where I found her seated on her prayer-seat. 
Salaming to her vath deep respect, I begged 
her to forgive whatever fault I had committed, 
and to return with me to the bedside of my 
daughter, and help me with ■ her advice in my 
hour of need. Without vouchsafing any reply, but 
apparently in great anger, my JMother rose from - 
her seat, and ■\\nthdrew to the apartment of Sidik 
Hasan Khan ; and though I remained for three 
hours waiting for her, she did not come to me 
again. On my return I found my daughter quite 
unconscious, the fever having increased rapidly 
during my absence. After a while, however, it 
abated ; and when she had recovered sufficiently 
to talk to me, I told her how I had been to call 
her grandmother, and of the failure I had met 
with. She showed no sign of anger or resentment, 
and, in the gentlest manner, said to me: “Do . 
not be distressed. You have done all you can. 
ivlaula^d Sidik Hasan Khan will never allow her to 
come here.” 

The next morning, the Begam sent her Hakfm 
to make inquiries. I allowed him to see the 
patient, and he at once recognized the gravity 
of her condition. Hd returned to the Taj Mahal, 
and made a full report to Sidik Hasan Khdn. 
The Nawab thereupon advised him not to acquaint 
the Begam with the true facts, but to tell her 
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- that her granddaughter was suffering from an 
attack of ordinary malarious fever. This he did ; 
but my Mother’s anxiety was not removed. Again 
she would have come to us, but she was turned 
from her purpose at the last moment. She then 

' proposed that Bilkis Jahan and I should be brought 
to the Taj Mahal, and ordered rooms to be made 
ready for us. But once more Sidik Hasan Khan 
intervened. The alarming accounts of the Suhib- 
zadi’s health might, he said, be a mere trick on 
my part to gain admission to the palace ; and he 
advised the dispatch of a second messenger to my 
house to make further inquiries. This time 

“ Ahmed Biyah, one of Her Highness’s personal 
attendants, was selected for the purpose, having 
been previously instructed by Sidik Hasan Khan 
as to the report she was to bring back. 1 knew 

- the woman and her character, and I refused to 
admit her into my house. On her return, she 
reported to Her Highness that Bilkis Jahan was 
very much better, and had been seen j^laying about 
with her brother Nasrullah Khan. J\Iy JMother 
was completely deceived by this information, and, 

• regarding it as a corroboration of Sidik Hasan 
Khan’s suspicions, set her mind at rest and made 
no further effort to see either my daughter or 
myself. 

Meanwhile the disease had advanced with rapid 
strides. We tried every remedy that our poor 

«- human skill could devise. But who can stay the 
hand of Death ? On Friday, the 15th of Rabbi- 
us-s^ni, 1305 a.h. (1888 a.d.), the lamp of her 
life was extinguished, and the doors of Paradise 
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opened to receive her gentle spirit. I "will not 
attempt to describe our grief. Its heaviness only 
those will understand who have encountered a like 
sorrow. It was the will of God, and we submitted 
to it with whatever patience we could command. 
As soon as the sad news reached the city, people 
of all classes came thronging to the Hayat Afzah 
garden to express their sympathy with us in our 
distress. The Siihibzadi's death caused wide- 
spread grief. To the people of Bhopal she had 
been dear, not only on account of her loving and 
happy disposition, but because they had looked 
upon her as the future ruler of the State, and one • 
who would secure to them a continuance of those 
special blessings they had so long enjo3’^ed under a 
woman’s rule. The funeral ceremony was per- 
formed by ]\Iufti JMuhammad Yahza, and was 
attended by dense crowds of people, so that the 
roads to the garden were blocked. Bilkis Jahan 
Begam was laid to rest beneath the trees on the 
north side of the garden, where a tomb has been 
erected to her memory. 

All the political officers connected with the « 
State sent us letters of condolence. His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy, who had treated my daughter 
•with so much kindness, wrote to me as follows : 

“ Lady Dufferin and myself are deeply grieved 
at hearing of the sad loss you have sufered. I 
know how dearly you loved this child. Let the 
knowledge that God has taken her comfort you in 
your distress. The news of her illness filled us 
vdth. anxiety, and we are greatly shocked at its sad 
termination.” ' 
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]My daughter’s jdglr, which was worth Hs. 25,000 
a year, reverted to the State, and her personal 
servants, who had attended her from infanc}'", were 
pensioned. It might be supposed that the afflic- 
tion that had come upon us would he the means of 
breaking down the barrier between ray Mother 
and my family. But this was not the case. Even 
in the first bitterness of our grief we were not left 
in peace. New plans for troubling us were devised 
every daj^ and our situation, after the death of 
Bilkis Jahan Begam, grew worse instead of better. 
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THE VISIT OE LORD ROBERTS TO BHOPAL — ^THE 

DEATH OF SIDIK HASAN KHAN — A CERE.MONY. 

On February 25th, 1889, Bhopal was visited by 
Lord Frederick Roberts, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Indian Army. Her Highness received previous 
notice of this event through a letter from the 
Political Agent : 

“His Excellency,” the letter stated, “will be 
accompanied by Lady Roberts and JMiss Roberts, 
General EUis, an Aide-de-camp, and Dr. Dane. 
He wiU remain for one day in Bhopal, and then 
proceed to Sehore for two days, passing through 
Bhopal again on his return journey. Several 
distinguished military officers ■wish to take the 
opportunity of meeting the Commander-in-Chief 
at Bhopal, and Your Highness •\vill, doubtless, be 
kind enough to extend your hospitality to them 
also.” 

The Political Agent and several military 
officers came to Bhopal on February 24th, and 
His Excellency Lord Roberts arrived at 4.30 p.m. 
on the following day. The Begam was' present at 
the railway station, and, on the arrival of the train. 
Lord and Ijady Roberts and Miss Roberts were 
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conducted by the Political Agent to the carriage 
in which she was seated. The guard of honour 
presented arms as His Excellency alighted, and a 
salute of seventeen guns was fired from the Fateh- 
garh fort. After having formally welcomed her 
visitors to Bhopal, Her Highness returned to her 
palace, and the First Minister escorted the party 
to Lai Kothi,^ the route thither being lined on 
either side by troops. A state banquet took place 
in the evening. Her Highness, accompanied by 
the First Minister, joined her guests at the con- 
clusion of dinner, and distributed Htr and pan witli 
her own hands. The officers of the Bhopal 
Battalion were also invited to this dinner, but, as 
the Battalion was about to be inspected, they were 
unable to be present. In the morning, Lord 
Roberts, attended by his Aide-de-camp and the 
Political Agent, witnessed a parade of the State 
troops. His Excellency asked the Officer-in- 
Command, Bakshi Hafiz Muhammad Hasan 
Khan, C.I.E., many questions concerning the 
strength and constitution of the Force, and spoke 
with the officers individually about their length of 
service, pay, quarters, and other details. Then, 
riding up to the colours, he asked the Bakshi 
' Sahib if his men could march past. The necessary 
orders were at once given, and after this and 
various other evolutions had been performed. His 

^ This IcotM is situated in Jahangirahad. It is a spacious and 
pleasant liouse^ built on European lines. It was commenced in 1880^ 
and completed in three years. The situation is healthy, and the views 
from the house and garden are remarkably fine. It was constructed 
under the supervision of Mr. Cook, the State Engineer, at a cost of 
Rs. 72,878. 3. 6. 
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Excellency called out the officers, and congratu- 
lated them on the smart appearance of their men, 
and the precision -with which their orders had been 
obeyed — “ in which respect,” he said, “ your regi- 
ment compares favourably vdth any that I have 
seen in India.” 

After the parade, Lord Roberts escorted by the 
Bakshi Saliib and INIunshi Abdul Ali Khsin, Second 
Judicial Minister, drove to tlie Tiij Mahal to see 
Her Highness. He then \nsited the Fatehgarh 
fort, -where he was received -^vith a salute of seven- 
teen guns. Lady Roberts and her daughter, and 
Mrs. Kincaid, also called upon Her Higlmess, and 
later in the day all the guests met in the Nishdt 
Afzali garden, where tea and otlier refreshments 
were provided. At 7.30 p.m.. Her Highness 
returned the visits of Their Excellencies at the 
Lai Kothi, and bade them farewell. According 
to the programme. Lord Roberts spent the next 
two days at Sehore, and, returning to Bhopal on 
February 28th, left in the evening for Ujjain. 

The next -visitor of distinction whom the State 
had the honour of welcoming was His Excellency 
. Lord Lansdowne. But before I proceed to the 
description of this, the first visit of a Viceroy of 
India to Bhopdl, there is another event to be 
chronicled, an event of considerable moment both 
to the State and .to myself — namely, the death of 
Sidik Hasan Khdn. 

After the confiscation of his titles and salute, 
Sidik Hasan Khiin . carefully abstained from all 
open interference in state affairs, for his one 
ambition .was to get his lost honours restored, .and 
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he never ceased urging my Mother to some new 
effort on his behalf. Her first attempt -was a 
petition, submitted through the Minister of the 
State, to Lord Dufferin, which met "with a 
peremptory refusal. Her second, the journey 
to Calcutta, was, as the reader knows, equally 
unsuccessful. But she was in no way daunted, 
and scheme after scheme, each as fruitless as the 
one that preceded it, was devised. How long she 
would have persevered it is impossible to say, for, 
in the midst of her endeavours, Sidik Hasan 
Khdn was transferred to a sphere where titles and 
salutes would stand him in very little stead.- He 
succumbed to an attack of dropsy on the morning 
of the 2nd Rajab, 1307 a.h. (1890 a.d.). He 
was buried, by his OAvn desire, in strict conformity 
•with the rites of Isldm, though the foneral was 
a public one, and was conducted Avith considerable 
pomp. It was attended by both the Agent to 
the Governor-General and the Political Agent, 
and amongst the chief mourners was Sdhibzdda 
' Obaidullah Bdidn Sdhib, Minister of -the State of 
Tonk; 

The exposure of the character and -ways of Sidik 
Hasan Khdn was no part. of the object with Avhich 
I undertook the wnriting of this book. Both on ' 
account of the esteem in which he was held by 
my Mother, and the position which, as her husband, 
he held in my family, I would gladly have pictured 
him to my readers in a less disadvantageous light. 
Moreover, Avhen. I think of his rise to power, 
dramatic alike in its rapidity and its brilliance, 
and then of the even greater suddenness and com- 
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pleteness of tlie Nemesis •which overtook him, all 
feelings, save one of pity, vanished from my lieart. 
But. as 1 have set myself to tell the story of the 
Bhopfil State, in which public and private matters 
are so intermingled that it is impossible to separate 
them, I must record events as they took place, 
the good and the pleasant "^nth the bad and the 
unpleasant, onl}’^ using in respect of tlie latter such 
briefness as may be consistent with a connected 
and truthful narrative. 

Sidik Hasan Khan •was a native of Kanouj 
in the district of Farukhabad. He used to say 
that his grandfather, Syad Aulad Ali Khan, Sahib 
Bahadur, Anwar Jang, had been a great noble 
of Hyderabad, and belonged to the Shiah sect ; 
but that his father, by reason of his having 
become a Sunni, was disinherited and forced to 
leave Hyderabdd, and that he settled in Kanouj, 
and became a religious teacher. Sidik Hasan 
Khdn was educated at Delhi, and came to Bhopal 
in the reign of Nawdb Sikandar Begara. He was 
given a subordinate post in the secretariat, and 
was afterwards placed in charge of the Records 
Office. In my Mother’s, reign, he became Super- 
intendent of Education, and, after holding this 
post for -a short time, was promoted to be Mir 
Munshi, wdtli the titles “ Mir Dabi ’’.and “ Khan.” 
After his marriage with Her Highness, a jd^i' of 
Rs. 24,000 was. conferred upon him. Her Highness, 
however, did not consider liis titles consistent with 
his new position, and, after repeated solicitations, 
prevailed upon the Government of India to confer 
upon him the same rank as had been held by her 
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he never ceased urging my iMotlier to some new 
effort on his behalf. Her first attempt was a 
petition, submitted through the Minister of the 
State, to Lord Dufferin, which met udtli a 
peremptory refusal. Her second, the journey 
to Calcutta, was, as the reader knows, equally 
unsuccessful. But she was in no way daunted, 
and scheme after scheme, each as fruitless as the 
one that preceded it, was devised. How long she 
would have persevered it is impossible to say, for, 
in the midst of her endeavours, Sidik Hasan 
Khan was transferred to a sphere where titles and 
salutes would stand him in very little stead. He 
succumbed to an attack of dropsy on the morning 
of the 2nd Rajah, 1307 a.h. (1890 a.d.). He 
was buried, by his own desire, in strict conformity 
with the rites of Islam, though the funeral was 
a public one, and was conducted •with considerable 
pomp. It was attended by both the Agent to 
the Governor-General and the Political Agent, 
and amongst the chief mourners was Sahibzada 
Obaidullah Khan Sahib, Minister of the State of 
Tonk. 

The exposure of the character and ways of Sidik 
Hasan Khan was no part of the object with which 
I undertook the writing of this book. Both on 
account of the esteem in which he was held by . 
my Mother, and the position which, as her husband, 
he held in my family, I would gladly have pictured 
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Moreover, when. I think of his rise to power, 
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pleteness of the Nemesis which overlook him, all 
Icclings. save one of pity, vanished from my heart, 
liul. as I have set mj'self to tell the story of the 
Ehopiil State, in which public and private matters 
are so intermingled that it is impossible to separate 
them. I must record events as they took place, 
the good and the pleasant with tlie bad and the 
unpleasant, onl}' using in respect of the latter such 
briefness as may be consistent with a connected 
and truthful narrative. 

Sidik Hasan Khiin wjis a native of Kanouj 
in the district of Faruldiabad. He used to say 
that liis grandfather, Syad Aulad Ali Khan, Sahib 
Bahadur, Amvar Jang, had been a great noble 
of Hyderabad, and belonged to the Shiah sect ; 
but that his father, by reason of his having 
become a Sunni, was disinherited and forced to 
leave Hyderabad, and that he settled in Kanouj, 
and became a religious teacher. Sidik Hasan 
Khan was educated at Delhi, and came to Bhopal 
in the reign of Nawab Sikandar Begam. He was 
given a subordinate post in the secretariat, and 
was afterwards placed in charge of the Records 
Office. In my Mother’s reign, he became Super- 
intendent of Education, and, after holding this 
post for a short time, .was promoted to be Mfr 
Munshi, -with the titles “ Mfr Dabi ” and “ Khdn.” 
After his marriage \vith Her Highness, a jdgir of 
B.S. 24,000 was conferred upon him. Her Highness, 
however, did not consider his titles consistent with 
his new position, and, after repeated solicitations, 
prevailed upon the Government of India to confer 
upon him the same rank as had been held by her 
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late husband, and he was accordingl}’’ made Nawsll) 
Walajah Amir-ul-miilk. Previous to his marriage 
with my JMother, lie had taken to wife the daughter 
of IMunshi Jamal-ud-dm Sahib, First Minister of 
the State, thereby connecting himself with an 
ancient and respected family. Munshi Jamal-ud- 
dm, who was a wise and learned man, attracted by 
Sidik Hasan Khan’s literary abilities, and par- 
ticularly by his theological researches, approved 
of the marriage, and recommended his son-in-law 
to my Mother for the post of Mfr IMunshi. The 
story of his subsequent career is familiar to my 
readers, and needs no repetition. Bereft of his 
rank and grandeur, he found himself deserted by 
many of his former friends and adherents, and his 
latter days were passed in comparative loneliness. 
The heaviness of his retribution would seem to 
indicate sins of no ordinary magnitude ; but 
human judgment is liable to err, and the ways 
of God are inscrutable. The tqiint of sin is 
over us all, and only in His court is there perfect 
justice. 

Death having put an end to my Mother’s plans 
for reinstating her husband, she determined that, 
although the Government of India had refused to 
honour him living, respect should, at an}’^ rate, be 
shown to his memory. She, therefore, dispatched 
a kliarUa to the Viceroy, begging that in aU future 
correspondence, Sidik Hasan Khan should be 
referred to as “the late Nawab and husband of 
the Ruler.” After some deliberation. His Excel- 
lency Lord Lansdowne granted this request ; and 
the fact was, communicated to Her Highness by. 
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!Mr. Hcnvey, Agent to the Governor-General. His 
letter vas dated Oetober 12th, and was as follows : 

‘* It gives me great pleasure to state that the 
Government of India has acceded to j^our High- 
ness’s request that your late husband may be 
referred to in oflicial documents and correspondence 
as ‘ the late Xawab and husband of the Ruler.’ ” 

On receipt of this letter, the IMinister was 
directed to issue a notice to all the heads of 
departments, and to the nobles and jrtgird^irs of 
the State, informing them of the orders of the 
Government of India, and directing that the same 
should be observed from that time fonvard. 

It was not long after the death of Nawab Sidik 
Hasan Khan, that ni}’’ second son, Sahibzdda 
Muhammad Obaidullah Khdn, completed his task 
of learning by heart the Holy Koran. The work 
had occupied him three whole years, during which 
time he received constant assistance from Nawab 
Ihtisham-ul-mulk. I need not teU ray readers 
how our hearts rejoiced when we knew that success 
had croAvned his endeavours. His ovti joy was 
no less than ours, and we thanked Almighty God 
that He had vouchsafed to us a son thus capable 
of winning honour and blessings for himself and 
his famil 5 ^ We had, indeed, cause to be gratefiil 
to Him ; for was not our son a Hdfiz, and was not 
this the fiilfilment of one of the dearest wishes of 
our hearts ? 

Since my Mother’s anger had first displayed 
itself against us, we had abandoned the perform- 
ance of aU ceremonies except such as were strictly 

■ 14 
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necessary, and even these we conducted with the 
utmost simplicity. When, however, we considered 
the long labours our son liad undergone, we de- 
termined to celebrate his success in as complete a 
manner as possible. We, accordingly, determined 
that, during the blessed month of Ramazan, which 
was then approaching, he should publicly recite the 
whole Koran, and that none of the demonstrations 
of joy customary on such occasions should be 
omitted. There are few events in my life that 
I recall with greater pleasure. The only cloud on 
our happiness was the absence of my Mother : and 
for twenty-seven j^ears I enjoyed no pleasure over 
which th.at same cloud did not cast its shadow. 

On the first day of the Fast, at the hour of 
evening prayer, the Sithibzada commenced his 
recitation, and continued it daily at the same hour 
until, on the twenty-first evening, his pious task 
was completed. All the members of my family, 
and every servant from the highest- to the lowest 
belonging to my household, attended night after 
night to hear him. When the last chapter had 
been recited, the greatest happiness prevailed, and 
my son, as well as my husband and myself, received 
the warmest congratulations. Sweetmeats, rose- 
water, and kewara^ were distributed, and hand- 
some presents were given to each person who had 
attended the recitation. The mosque which my 
family attended for prayer was brilliantly illumin- 
ated, and for several nights large numbers of poor 
people were fed at our expense. To perpetuate 

^ A perfume extracted from the flower of the kevra plant {Pandanus 
odoraiissimus). 
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the dale of this happy event, a ehronogram stanza 
of four lines was composed, of which the following 
is a literal translation : 

“Tnily, lie does an excellent work who commits to 
niemory the Holy Book : 

For such are hi^h places reserved in heaven. 

Why should not the head of Ihlis he cut oil'? 

For the heart of Ohaid is hcconie as a guarded talet.'’^ 

* Tlic dales of iiotnldc event® arc often ®i:rn5ric(l in tin*; manner. To 
ever}' letter in tlic Tertian Alphabet a eertain tiuniorlcal value lia® 
Leon a®«»ijnicd. Thi® 5* loclinically known a® tihjady from the fir®t four 
letters of tlic laLlc, o — 1, ^ = 2, ,7 = d = *1. If a couplet or stanza 
is correctly composed, tlic value of nil the letter® contained in it, wlicn 
added toirclhcr, pvc llio required date. Should the exact dale not 
result, the cxrc®s or defect mu®t he ^i^lu^ed in tlic verse. Thus, the 
total pven by the above-mentioned stanza show® the year ajler the 
event which it commemorate®. Tlie number 1, therefore, has to he 
subtracted from the result. The third line of the stanza sipitfies Ihi®. 
llic head of Ihli® has to be cut off ; that is, the first letter of hi® name, 
which in Persian is the letter a, has to he omitted from the calculation. 
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THE VISIT OF LOUD LANSDO^VNE TO BHOPAL 

On October 22nd, 1891, the Honourable Mr. Cros- 
thwaite. Agent to the Governor-General in Central 
India, informed Her Highness that His Excellency 
the Viceroy had started on tour from Simla, and 
intended visiting Bhopal on November 20th, and to 
remain three days, with the object of meeting Her 
Highness and the other. Chiefs of the Bhopal 
Agency. Her Highness was greatty ■ pleased at 
this intelligence, and wrote to His Excellency, 
thanking him for the honour he^ was about to 
confer upon her. Preparations for his entertain- 
ment were made on an unusually gi'and scale. Lord 
Harris, the Governor of Bombay, and Lady Harris, 
besides many other European guests, were invited 
to Bhopal for the occasion ; and the native guests 
included the Chiefs of Rajgarh, Narsinghgarh, Khil- 
chiphr, Kurwai, Basoda, Pathari, Muhammad-garh, 
Dhabla Dhamar, Dhabla Ghosi, Dariakdri, and 
Ramgarh. 

On the 20th, the greatest excitement and en- 
thusiasm prevailed in the city, and as the hour of 
His Excellency’s arrival approached, the populace 

gathered in crowds at every spot from which a 
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rjeAv of the great man might be obtained. The 
roads from the railway station to the Lai Kothi, 
and from the lower lake to the palace in Shah- 
iahdnabad, were elaborately decorated. Triumphal 
arches and floral gateways were erected along their 
entire lengtlis, and the sky itself was almost hidden 
b}'^ festoons of flowers and bunting. In front of 
the barracks in Jahangfrabad the road was spanned 
by an enormous arch formed of ancient and modern 
weapons of warfare, cunningly arranged in floral 
devices. Another arch, in front of the Taj Mahal, 
was composed entirel}’- of glass mirrors, on which 
w’ere painted flowers and fruit of every imaginable 
colour. From this arch to the gateway of the 
palace the ground on either side of the road was 
laid out in flower-beds, backed by towering masses 
of palms, ferns, and foliage plants. The beautiful 
grounds of the Lai Kothi were illuminated each 
evening : and as the house barely afforded sufficient 
accommodation for the large number of guests, a 
large shamidna, of cloth of gold, was set up on the 
larni, and furnished as a drawing-room. Much 
trouble had been taken in planning and carrying 
out these arrangements, and the result amply 
proved Her Highness’s desire to accord to the 
representative of Her Majesty the Queen a loyal 
and magnificent welcome. 

At 5 o’clock in the evening. Her Highness drove 
in full State to tlie railway station. The road on 
either side was lined with troops, and the State 
artillery was posted on the west side of the line 
opposite to the platform. The station gateway 
was flanked - by two rows of elephants, resplendent 
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in scarlet jhoohi and bearing on their backs silver 
howdahs. As His Excellency’s special train steamed 
into the station, the artillery fired a salute of thirty- 
one guns, and the band played the National Anthem. 
Her Highness advanced to the door of the railway 
carriage to welcome her guests, and escorted them 
to her private waiting-room. After a formal ex- 
change of greetings, the following had the honour 
of being presented to His Excellency; the First 
Minister of the State, Mian Alamgfr Muhammad 
Khan, Mian Sadar Muhammad Khan, Mian Nur- 
ul-hasan Khan, and Mian Abdul Hai Khan. Lord 
and Lady Lansdowne then took their seats in a 
carriage dra^vn by four horses, and drove off from 
the station. Her Highness’s carriage, also drawn by 
four horses, came next, the remainder of the party 
following in procession; On reaching the lower lake. 
Her Highness left the procession and returned to 
her palace. 

On the next day, at 11 o’clock in the morning. 
Her Highness, accompanied by eleven Sirdars, 
paid a State visit to the Viceroy. She was 
accorded a private interview, at the conclusion 
of which she presented her nazar. The eleven 
Sirdars were then introduced, and each in turn 
presented his nazar. Before leaving. Her Highness 
was conducted to another apartment, where she 
was received by Lady Lansdowne and other ladies. 
At 5.30 p.m., His Excellency received visits from 
Mian Alamgfr IMuhammad Khan, Hafiz Bakshi 
Muhammad Hasan Khdn, C.I.E., Commander-in- 
Chief of the Bhopal Army, and the Assistant 
Revenue Minister. At 6 p.m., according to the 
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programme, he returned Her Highness’s Ausit at 
the Taj hlahal, expressing, as he drove along, his 
keen appreciation of the manner in which his 
route to the palace had been decorated. He was 
received at the outer gate by the Political Agent 
and the First IVIinister, and at the inner gate by 
Her Highness in person. The following fourteen 
Sirdars were present at this Durbar: Munshi 
Syad Imtiydz Ali, First JNlinister ; Jlian Alamgi'r 
]\Iuhammad Khiin; Mian Sadar i\Iuhammad Khan; 
Mian Nur-ul-hasan Khan; jMian Ali Hasan Khan; 
Midi! Akil Muhammad Khan; Midn Nazir Mu- 
hammad Khan ; Midn Abdul Hai Khan ; J\Ifr 
Bakshi Sdhib Bahadur, Nasrat-i-jang ; Mian Akbar 
Muhammad Khan ; Munshi Abdul Ali Khan, 
Mohtamim of the Daftar Huztir ; hlunshi Hakim- 
ud-di'n, IVlir hlunshi ; hlunshi Alimad Hasan Khan. 
State Vakil ; and the Assistant Revenue Minister. 
The pi’oceedings were of a strictly formal character, 
and terminated with the distribution of 'Hr and pan. 
His Excellency, the Foreign Secretar}’’, and the 
Agent to the Governor-General receiving it from 
the hands of Her Highness, and the remainder 
from tlie First Ministei’. 

In the evening, a state banquet was given at the 
Lai Kothi. The health of the Viceroy was pro- 
posed by Her Highness in person, who spoke as 
follows : 

“ Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, — 
I have no words to express either the pleasure 
which it gives me to welcome to Bhopdl His 
Excellency the Governor-General of India and 
Lady Lansdowne,- or the gratitude I feel for the 



216 VISIT OF LORD LANSDOIVNE TO BHOPAL 

honour which their visit has conferred upon 
me and upon my State. I heartily thank Their 
Excellencies and my other guests for the kindness 
they have done me in accepting my poor hospitality. 
1 have long cherished the hope that the unbroken 
loyalty which, from the earliest days of its history, 
this State has always displayed towards the British 
Government, and my own endeavours, since the 
time of my accession, to live up to the traditions of 
my ancestors, would procure me the honour which 
His Excellency has now conferred upon me, the 
honour of welcoming vdthin my territories the 
representative of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Queen-Empress. 

“Unfortunately, the means of communication 
between my State and the outside world have, 
until recently, been such as to render a journey to 
Bhopal a long and tedious imdertaking. But that 
my hopes have been deferred by this or by whatso- 
ever cause, only makes me appreciate more fully 
their realization to-day. And I can assure Lord 
Lansdowne that the 21st of November, 1891, will 
always be regarded by me as one of the happiest 
days of my hfe, and one of the most important in 
the history of Bhopal. Since His Excellency’s 
appointment to the high office of Viceroy of India, 
the greatest sympathy and consideration have 
characterized all his dealings with this State. To 
him, and to the Government of which he is the 
heai I am deeply grateful, and I beg that, when 
the opportunity may be forthcoming, he will assure 
her Majesty the Queen of my loyalty and devotion, 
and of my readiness to expend not only my utmost 
means, but my life itself, in her service.” 


Her Highness’s speech was greeted with loud - 
applause ; and, the toast having been duly 



LORD LANSDOTNTS’E’S SPEECH 


217 


honoured, His Excellency rose and made the 
following reply : 

"Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, — I 
am deepl}’^ sensible of the lionour which Her 
Highness the Begara has done me, an honour 
which possesses the greater value in my ej’^es be- 
cause 1 believe 1 am the first Viceroy who has had 
the advantage of being received as Her Highness’s 
guest in Bhopiil. I appreciate Her Higliness’s 
kindness the more because she is still suffering 
from a severe domestic affliction, and it must liave 
cost her an effort to emerge from her retirement ; 
but I feel sure that upon this, as upon other occa- 
sions, Her Highness would allow no priA’ate feelings 
of her own to prevent her from manifesting, by 
word and by deed, the I’espect for Her jMajesty the 
Queen-Empress which she has expressed in such 
eloquent and earnest words. I shall not fail to 
make Ioio'sto to Her Majesty the manner in which 
Her Highness has referred to her this evening. As 
for myself, it is a source of the greatest satisfaction 
to me to hear from Her Highness’s own lips that I 
have, in her opinion, treated the different questions 
connected 'wath the State of Bhopdl which have 
come before me with that consideration to which 
Her Highness is entitled ; and I can promise her 
that my friendly respect for her will be, if possible, 
strengthened by the manner in which she has re- 
ceived me on this interesting occasion. The 
Rulers of Bhopfil have always been conspicuous 
for their loyalty, their administrative ability, and 
their magnificent charity. The services rendered 
to the British Government by the Mother of Her 
Highness, the Sikandar Begam, during the Mutiny, 
when such ser\dces were most needed, are not and 
can never be forgotten. Her Highness, the present 
Ruler of the State, is a wbrthy inheritor of those 
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traditions ; she has shown herself to be a wise and 
sagacious Ruler, and she has contributed largely 
towards the welfare of the State by her generous 
support of many good and useful works. She 
has assisted liberally in the development of the 
railway system of this part of India, she has con- 
structed roads, built hospitals, secured for the 
people of Bhopal an invariable supply of good 
water, and, only to-day, she has intimated to me 
her desire that the Government of India should 
take advantage of an offer which she had made 
some time ago, to place a part of the military forces 
of the State at the disposal of the Government for 
the purpose of Imperial defence. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I ask you to join with me in drinldng 
Her Highness’s health, and in expressing the hope 
that any trouble or anxiety which she may have 
had may in time pass away and be forgotten, and 
that she may long be spared to continue a reign 
which has been fruitful of good to the people of 
her State, and which has merited the support and 
approbation of the Government of India. 

The next evening, the Taj Mahal and the adjoin- 
ing lake were illuminated. Much thought and 
labour had been expended on this feature of the 
programme ; it was executed with great skill, and 
proved a complete success. Thousands of coloured 
lights flashed from every part of the great palace, 
thousands more illuminated the margin of the lake, 
varied at intervals with cascades and fountains of 
fire, and wehd and fantastic boats, birds, dragons, 
and fishes, like jewelled shapes from fahy-land, 
floated hither and thither over the surface of the 
water, in which the entire scene was reflected with 
dazzling brilliancy. The spectators were accom- 
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modated on the roof of tlie Dil Kusha palace, and 
were greatly delighted with this unique entertain- 
ment. Lady Lansdowne, as she bade Her Highness 
good-night, said that she had not seen in any I^ative 
State a more biilliant and effective displa 3 ^ 

On November 22nd, His Excellency visited the 
Buddhist remains at Sanchi, and on his return 
inspected the Prince of Wales’s Hospital, the Zenana 
Hospital, the Fatehgarh Fort, and the Bala Kila. 
The same day her Higlmess called at the Lai 
Kothi to bid His Excellency farewell. The visit 
was returned by Lady Lansdowne at the Bahar Afzah 
palace. I also called at the Liil Kothi the same 
da 3 \ husband and my two sons accompanied 
me, and we were received by His Excellencj’’ with 
great cordialit}^ After a short conversation, an 
Aide-de-camp was sent to inform Lady Lansdowne 
of our visit. Her Excellency came at once to see 
us. She talked to us in the pleasantest manner, 
telling us how much she had enjoyed the illumina- 
tions and other incidents of her visit to Bliopal. 
We then received ’itr and pdn from Lord Lans- 
downe, and took our departure. In the evening 
His Excellency and party left by special train 
for Indore. 

On the occasion of this visit, the Viceroy con- 
ferred a special honour upon the State by exempting 
its ruler from that time forward from the obligation 
of presenting a nazar, and a proclamation to that 
effect was issued by the Government of India. 
That Her Highness’s loyal welcome and hospitality 
were 'frilly appreciated.. by Lord Lansdowne is 
manifest from the following extract from a speech 
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delivered by him at the Town Hall, Caleutta, at 
the elose of his tour : 

t 

“ In the course of my tour, I visited no less tlian 
four Chiefs, and it would be ingratitude on my 
part if I did not acknowledge the warmth of the 
reception I met with at their hands, and if I did 
not bear testimony to the spirit of loyalty by which 
they were animated. I liad the pleasure of visiting 
Her Highness the Begam of Bhopal, and I was 
astonished at her enlightenment, prudence, and 
abiUty. The loyalty of the State is proved both 
by its traditions and its history, and the Begam 
herself has always been a true friend and firm 
supporter of the English Throne. In spite of a 
private sorrow, which at the time of my visit was 
weighing heavily upon her, her cordial and friendly 
welcome is something I shall not easily forget.” 

When the programme of His Excellency’s tour 
for 1892 was published, it was seen that he would 
pass through the Bhopal railway station on 
October 28th. Her Highness, thereupon, through 
the Agent to the Governor-General, invited Their 
Excellencies and party to accept her hospitality 
on that day. The imitation was gi'atefiilly 
accepted, and a grand dinner was arranged in a 
pavilion at the station. Their Excellencies arrived 
by special train at 8 p.m., and, after dinner had 
been partaken of. Her Highness, who had watched 
the proceedings firom an adjoining tent, entered 
the pavilion, and in a brief speech proposed the 
health of her guests. Her Highness’s words were 
loudly cheered, and after the toast had been drunk' 
His Excellency rose and said : 
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*■' “ Ladies find Genilcmen, — I cannot sufficiently 
thank Her Higlmess for the very Icind words in 
which slie has proposed my health and that of 
Lad}’’ Laiisdownc. For a second time we have 
the great pleasure of enjoying the hospitfility 
of Bhopal. The prenous occasion was twelve 
months ago. It was one that I shall never forget, 
and I am quite sure it ■n’ill never be forgotten by 
those who accompanied me. Since 1 came to 
India, nothing has left a deeper impression on 
my mind than the eloquent and sincere manner 
in which Her Highness, at the conclusion of the 
State banquet, expressed her devotion to the 
Government of India, and her loyalty to Her 
JMajesty the Queen. In accordance with the 
promise I then made, I communicated these senti- 
ments to Her jMajesty, by whom the}’’ were very 
highly appreciated. For Her Highness’s kindness 
to us to-day we feel especially grateful. Our route 
happens to take us through the State of Bhopal, 
but it is not possible for us to break our journe)’’. 
Notwithstanding this. Her Highness was no sooner 
informed that we should reach Bhopal this evening 
than she invited us to alight, if only for a few 
minutes, and partake once more of her hospitality. 

“ Thus again is Her Highness’s loyalty publicly 
manifested : and I can assure her, though I am con- 
fident that no such assurance fi:om me is necessaiy, 
that there is no Chief in India on whose loyalty the 
British Government places more reliance than on 
that of the Begam of Bhop^il. And if ever that 
Government can be of service to her it will always 
be a pleasure to me to see that its assistance and 
support are forthcoming. 

“ Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join me in 
di’inking to the health of Her Highness the Begam, 
with every good wish for the happiness of her life 
and the welfare of her State.” 
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THE LADY LAHSDOWE HOSPITAL — ^A STEAIM 
FACTORY — ^THE BHOPAL IMPERIAI. SERVICE 
LANCERS 

Of the many works of public utility which the 
State owes to Nawab Shah Jahan Begani, none 
has conferred a more lasting benefit on the people 
than the Lady Lansdowne Hospital, which was 
built in memory of the visit of Lord and Lady 
Lansdowne, described in the last chapter. Her 
Highness had special reasons for being grateful 
to His Excellency, for he had done all that lay 
in his power, consistent,. with the j^olicy of the 
Government, to console her for the unhappiness 
which the degradation of Sidik Hasan Khan had 
caused her. Having granted her request regard- 
ing her late husband’s title, he came himself to 
Bhopal, thus conferring upon her the honour of 
being the first ruler of the State to entertain the 
representative of the Sovereign of the Empire; 
and to mark his favour still further he exempted 
her, and all future rulers of the State, from the 
obligation of presenting nazardna. To show her 
gratitude for these favours and privileges, my 

Mother determined to found an institution which, 
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while being of permanent benefit to her people, 
should serve to keep alive in their minds the 
memory of a Viceroy to whom the State was 
so deeply indebted. 

There was at this time in Bhopiil no hospital 
worthy of the name for the treatment of purdah 
women. Lady Lansdowne had herself spoken 
of the need of such an institution, and it was, 
therefore, decided that no memorial would be 
more suitable, or more generally appreciated, 
than one which supplied this want. The site 
selected was a piece of ground close to the 
lower lake, on the north side of the road lead- 
ing to the railway station. Plans and estimates 
were quickly prepared and sanctioned, and in a 
little more than a year the building was com- 
pleted. By Her Excellency’s permission it 
was named “The Lady Lansdowne Hospital for 
Women.” It is a well-designed and handsome 
edifice, possessing abundant accoraraodation.^ The 
opening ceremony was performed by Major Meade, 
the Political Agent, on filay 26th, 1892, the 
anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen’s acces- 
sion. Besides Her Highness and the Political 
Agent, there were present the First Minister, 
Nawab Munnawar Ali Khan, Chief of Kurwai, 
the leading nobles and Jiigfrddrs of the State, 
and the Valdls from many other States in the 
Agency. Mapr Meade opened the proceedings 
by reading a congratulatory kliarita addressed to 
Her Highness by the Viceroy. Her Highness 

^ Children of both sexes are admitted to this hospital^ and instrac^ 
lion is gi^en in midwifery. 
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then addressed the assembly, and having explained 
tlie origin and objeet of the Hospital, eoncluded 
her speech Avith these words: 

“ I regard it as a most happy circumstance tliat 
we are holding this opening ceremony on the 
anniversary of Her IMost Gracious Ma.jesty’s 
accession. I am vciy gi’ateful to Her Excellency 
Lady Lansdowne for the interest slie has taken 
in this institution, and for her kindness in per- 
mitting it to be named the Lad}^ Lansdowne 
Hospital. I request M.ijor Meade to open tlie 
Hospital, and I trust it may prove a permanent 
boon to the people of Bhopiil.” 

The opening ceremony then took place, and 
l\Iajor IMeade made a short speech describing tlie 
accommodation of the building, and tlie general 
arrangements for its supervision and management. 
After this 'itr and jidn were distributed, and the 
meeting dispersed. 

Later in the day, a durbar in honour of the 
Queen’s accession Avas held, and a salute of a 
hundred and one guns AA^as fired. In the cA’^ening, 
the State troops gaA'^e an assault-at-arms, AAdiich 
Avas AAutnessed b)'^ a large croAvd of spectators. 
The day’s rejoicings Avere brought to an end by 
a banquet at the Lai Kothi, at Avhich Her High- 
ness proposed the health of the Queen-Empress. 

Another building opened by Ma-jor IMeade in 
the same year, 1892, Avas the steam factory in 
Shahjahanabiid. It had been commenced as far 
back as the year 1882, a sum of Rs.7,00,000 having 
been sanctioned for its construction. No steam 
machinery of any land yet existed in the State, 
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and Her Highness believed that the factoiy would 
be a source of considerable profit, and would at 
the same time afford employment to a large 
number of work-people. It took nine years to 
complete, and was opened in 1310 a.h., in the 
presence of a large gathering of nobles. State 
officials, and merchants. It is situated in the 
eastern part of Shahjahdndb^d, and is surrounded 
by an extensive compound containing go-downs, 
and a kothi for the manager. Munshi Imtiyaz 
AU must have found the erection of this factory 
an undertaking of considerable profit. The build- 
ing may have cost as much as two lakhs of rupees, 
possibly a good deal less ; the engine was pur- 
chased for Rs. 50 , 000 . The furniture ordered for 
the kot-hi was suitable for a palace. Whether it 
was ever placed in the kothi or not I cannot say ; 
it is not there now, nor is there any trace of it 
either in the kdr-khdna or the ferdsh-khdna. In 
the busy season — ^that is, from December to May — 
nearly two hundred hands are employed in the 
factory, and the engine, when worldng at full 
pressure (50 horse-power), drives sixty different 
machines. Of these, the large ma,jority are for 
cleaning and pressing cotton, and the remainder 
for sawing timber, grinding grain, and weighing 
and pressing grass. The cotton comes from all 
parts of the State, and after being cleaned and 
made up into bales is exported to Bombay. 

The period of Lord Lansdowne’s viceroyalty 
was drawing to a close, and Her Highness, being 
anxious to bid him farewell, before his departure 
for England, determined to visit Simla for this 

15 . 
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A JOURNEY TO SIMLA 


purpose. Accordingly she instructed Munshi 
Imtiyaz Ali, the State IMinister, to inform the 
Political Agent of her intention, and to request 
him to accompany her and to arrange the pre- 
liminary formalities. In reply to the Minister’s 
letter, the Political Agent stated that the proper 
course was for Her Highness, first of all, to inform 
His Excellency of her desire to visit him. A 
kharlta was therefore dispatched through the 
Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, 
and on December 5th, 1893 (23rd Safar, 1311 a.h.), 
through the same source, the following repl}’' was 
received : 

“ It will give I^ady Lansdowne and myself great 
pleasure to see j^ou again before we leave India. 
It will be most convenient for me if you can come 
on or about the 23rd of September, as it is my 
intention to leave Simla for some daj^s on the 
29th.” 

On receipt of this reply. Her Highness com- 
pleted the preparations for her journey, and on 
September 21st left by special train for Simla, 
being accompanied by eight Sirdars, Munshi 
Imtiyaz Ali Khan, Hakim Muaz-ud-dm, Chief 
Medical Officer, and a hundred and one attendants 
and servants. Kalka was reached on September 
24<th, and Simla on the following day. Three miles 
outside the city Her Highness was met by two 
Aides-de-camp and a military escort, and a salute 
of nineteen guns was fired as she entered the city. 
She drove at once to the kothi which had been 
engaged for her reception. Here two more Aides- 
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(lo-oanip v/aitcd n}Min Her ami inronncil 

})(’r Ilia! Ills Ism'cIUmk’V would lu; jiU-asnl to 
rcffivf larr x'isit at p.in. At ll.Io p.m.. Hit 
Ili^iiii'^s, afcompanird l>y the Political Aijcnt. tlu: 
Minister t»r the State. :ind .si\ Sinlars, set. out lor 
Vjc(*rcir:il Lodj^c. Sht; was ivc(’i\i-d by His ICx- 
collency v/ith every mark nl' kindness. In aeeord- 
anee v.’itb the recent proclamation. Her Iliithness 
did not present a mrjv. but the rormality was 
oliM-Tvod by the. members <*!' ht;r rclinuc. 

On September tlTIb. His Excellency paid a return 
visit. 'I'lio Minister, with Mi;in Alami'ir Muham- 
mad Kh:in. Mia'n Nazi'r Midiaimmid Khan, ami 
Mi;in Akil Muhamma<l Kh:in, escorted him bom 
Viecre;:^al Lodge, and a guard of honour w:is drawn 
up ill front of the hiflil. 'I'he visit was- conducted 
in accordance with a previously arranged pro- 
gnimmc. .and tcrininafcal with the usual distribution 
of *//;• and juiru nuring her .stay in Simla. Lady 
J^ansdowne showed ni}’ .Mol her much kind allenlion, 
and on one occasion honoured her by accejiling an 
invitation to luncheon. Her Highness had also 
the honour of meeting His Kxecllcncy tlie (!om- 
mandcr-in-Chief and the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the I’unj.nb. Before her departure, .she visited many 
places of intere.st in and about Simla, and also 
attended the Simla race,s. On the return journey, 
she halted at Lahore. Delhi, and Agra, .and reached 
Bhopal on the 1st of ,Tamadi-ul-awwal, IJllI a.ii. 

Another important feature of Her Highness’s 
reign, and belonging to the period we have now 
reached, was the cstabli.shment of the Imperial 
Service regiment. In 188.'», when Jlussia made 
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an attack on Punjdeh, it was generally belie^'^ed 
that the Hritish Government would be forced to 
declare war, and many of the ruling Chiefs re- 
quested the Viceroy, Lord DufTerin, in the event 
of a campaign against Russia, to permit the troops 
of their States to take the field. ^Var was, hoAv- 
ever, averted, and the Government had no oppor- 
tunity of compl 5 dng Avith this request. Lord 
DufFerin aa\'is succeeded by Lord Lansdowne, and 
during the latter’s Viceroyalty the question of the 
formation of an Imperial SerAuce Force Avas again 
brought foi’Avard ; and it Avas decided that any 
ruling Chief aa^Iio Avished to do so should maintain 
a body of troops, trained and equipped according 
to the regulations of the Indian Army, and that 
these troops should be inspected b}’- British officers, 
and should be called upon to take the field should 
the need for their serAUces arise. Her Highness at 
once declared her desire to maintain a regiment of 
cavalry; and at her request Captain G. Edwards, Avho 
had been appointed Inspecting Officer for Central 
India, Avas sent to Bhopal to arrange the necessary 
details. The estimate prepared by him for the for- 
mation and upkeep of the regiment AA^as as folloAvs : 


For iiniforiRRj transport, and hospital . • lls. 125^000 

For building* lines Rs. 100,000 

For maintenance, a monthly sum of . . - Rs. 16,980 


This estimate proAuded for the enrolment of 900 
persons, as folloAvs : 


Officers and sowars 600 

Syces 283 

Menial servants 74 

Hospital Staff 11 

Dhobies, barbers, etc 32 

Total 900 
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.Xv ‘I)<' Uhnjj.il StrUc slill iM.ctl ils own cniniinf.', 
il wis jirovidi'd Ihnl. in the cvcnl tin- mnimcui 
liv'injl cilh'd uj)f>n Ihr InijUTial MTvicc. nllirn's nnd 
nu'n shnuld hi; j);iid in lh<* min nf HriliMi Indiii. 
M’ilhnnl any dcduclinn l>i'inn inadr. 

Her niiihnv'S ajijnovrd nl' tho cstiinafn. aiul 
jjrn|)nM.-d In C'aplain Ivlwards In Iraii'-fiT to tin.: nnw 
rcpincnl all Ihi; men nl' tin: Statr army ■'vho 
hdon^i’d tn iho old (ndilinjf (amilir*, of Hiu>|>;il, as 
llu-)* \vc'tv likely to inakt; j^ooil .s(»ldirrs. and would 
welcome a life alike cojinenial Icj (lu-ir inclinations 
and in a.ccnrd with the traditions ot' their race. 
’Phis jjrojiosrd Captain Kdward.s agreed to; and KIS 
men. ofliccrs and .vouvom. were selected Irom the 
State anny. and lormed the nnclcus nl’ tlie 
Imperial Service I'c^jiment. Forty-two other sir.cdts 
were recruited at the .s:nne lime, and two writer.s 
and Iwenly-two menial servants were en/faned. 
Major JIasan-nd-din Kh:in, a Hi.saUi.ir tVom the 
Hyderabad Contingent, was j)laced in command ; 
and thus, with a comjjlement of tiO/J {)ersons, the 
l?hop:tl X'ietori.'i Ijaneers. as the regiment is now 
cjillcd, came into being. The fact was announced 
to the Government of India, and, in acknowledg- 
ment, a kharita was received from Mis Excellency 
the Viceroy : 

Simla, .1% IW/i, IfKIl (1,'112 a.ii.). 

^My nEAU FniEXi), 

Some year.s have passed since the projiosal 
to utilize a portion of the armies of Native States 
for the purposes of defence first came before the 
Government of India. Tlie part you have taken 
in furthering that proposal is an additional mani- 
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festation of the loyalty and devotion to the British 
. Government for which your State has so long been 
famous. It is, I knoAv, your desire that the regi- 
ment of cavalry maintained by you should be 
thoroughly efficient, and ready, at any time when 
their services may be required, to take the field 
with the regular Forces of the Empire. The 
Government of India is deeply concerned in all 
matters affecting friendly States and their rulers ; 
and the reports submitted by the Inspector-General 
of Imperial Service Troops have been perused with 
attention and pleasure. I am desired by Her 
IMajesty’s Secretary of State for India to inform 
you that the vigorous efforts made by the Chiefs 
of India for the success of this movement have 
afforded him much gratification. The Government 
is fully confident that the regiment that you are 
raising in Bhopal will be completed in the same 
admirable fashion in which its formation has been 
commenced. It wU, I am sure, give you great 
pleasure to hear that the co-operation of the Native 
States in the work of forming an Imperial Ser\dce 
Force has been sincerely appreciated by Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, and I am desired to 
convey to you, and to other Rulers, Her Majesty’s 
gratitude.” 


At the same time, it was made known to Her 
Highness, through the Political Agent, that the 
Government of India had decided that the Imperial 
Service Troops were to be considered of the same 
standing, to serve under the same conditions, and 
to enjoy the same privileges as the native Indian 
army. 

Not long after the formation of the regiment. 
Major Hasan-ud-dfn was succeeded by Major Karim 
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Beg, also of the Hyderabad Contingent. Under 
this officer a marked and rapid improvement took 
place in the strength, discipline, and efficiency of 
the regiment. Her Highness was most liberal in 
supplying funds, every expenditure that was recom- 
mended being speedily and willingly sanctioned. 

A regiment of cavalry is a costly thing to 
maintain. But there is no doubt that, had due 
economy been observed, the State might have been 
spared a great deal of expense without sacrificing 
efficiency. But outside the regiment Her Highness 
had no military advisers, and the senior officers, 
being all strangers to Bhopal, were not the men to 
study the financial needs of the regiment in their 
relation to the financial needs of the State. The 
military department has since been entirely re- 
modelled, as Avill appear later on. But it is still a 
matter for regret that so few of the natives of 
Bhopal are to be found in the ranks of the Victoria 
Lancers. Troop and squadron commanders 
naturally like to see vacancies filled up bj'^ their 
own countrymen: and as long as these officers 
have to be imported from outside, it is unlikely 
that the personnel of the force wU undergo much 
change. 



CHAPTER XVII 


THE DEATH OF SAHIBZADI ASIF JAHAK BEGAHI 

When Sahibz^di Asif Jahan Begam was only 
twelve years old, she was attacked by rheumatic 
fever. At the commencement of her ilhiess, she 
was attended by Hakim Nfir-ul-hasan, who Avas 
formerly a servant of my deorhi, but had since 
been appointed Chief Medical Officer of the State. 
After a short time, as her condition grew worse. 
Doctor Joshi, Assistant Surgeon, Avas also sum- 
moned. The Sahibzadi Avas suffering great pain 
in her chest, and it was the opinion of both doctors 
that the rheumatism had begun to affect the heart. 
When another Aveek’s treatment brought no relief, 
Halrfm Abdul Majfd Khan was summoned from 
DeUii; but, oAving to the death of his father, he 
Avas obliged to return at the end of a week. His 
fee was a thousand rupees a day, and, as his treat- 
ment proved ineffectual, he was not recalled. 
Doctor Abdul Rahim Sahib, a man of considerable 
reputation, was then sent for from LucknoAv. His 
fee was five hundred iTipees a day, and he 
treated my daughter for nearly two months. His 
diagnosis confirmed the opinion of the other 
doctors;, but his treatment was more beneficial, 
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and his medicines afforded the patient considerable 
relief. The pain came on only at intervals, and 
■was severe twice in the day and twice in the night 
for about fifteen minutes. It was a time of great 
anxiety for me and for Nawab Ihtisham-ul-niulk, 
and for many days and nights we scarcely slept at 
all. Gradually, however, an improvement took 
place, and after she had been in the hands of 
Doctor Abdul Rahim Sfihib for two months, the 
pain had almost entirely left her. JMy husband 
and I were greatly comforted, and the doctor told 
us that the humming noise of the heart, which the 
other doctors had also noticed, would probably 
never cease, but that he did not consider it an 
alarming s)miptom so long as the patient remained 
unmarried — a warning which we determined we 
would never neglect, for the life and health of 
our child was above all other considerations. 
When Doctor Abdul Rahfm Sahib returned to 
Lucknow, he received a present of tivo thousand 
rupees in addition to his daily fee. His treat- 
ment was continued by Miss Mackenzie, a lady 
doctor of high qualifications and great nobility of 
character, and she was ably assisted by Doctor 
Joshi. 

It was just at this time, that my Mother’s 
displeasure was at its height. We were not 
allowed to hold any direct communication with 
her, and any request that we •wished to make had 
to be forwarded through the Minister, and in this 
manner I had obtained permission to avail myself 
of the ^services of Miss Mackenzie and Doctor 
Joshi, so long as my daughter’s iUness continued, 
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We were, therefore, well off as far as medical aid 
was concerned. After Miss Mackenzie had watched 
her patient for some time, she advised a change of 
climate, and asked me to take her to some place 
where the air was purer and more invigorating 
than in Bhopal. 1, therefore, decided to remove 
her to Samarda, a healthy and bracing spot, where 
my husband had built himself a shooting-box. 
]My JMother’s permission was obtained, and the 
plan was carried into effect. Miss Mackenzie was 
unable to accompany us, but she continued to 
advise us by letter, and to send us all the medicines 
we needed. 

The change of air and the treatment combined 
produced a beneficial effect, and my daughter 
began rapidly to regain strength. The symptoms 
of her disease were, however, still apparent, and 
the absence of the daily supervision of a skilled 
doctor inclined me not to prolong our stay at 
Samarda. Miss Mackenzie, in her letters, strongly 
advised us to try the effect of sea air, and the 
Nawab Sahib and I formed the plan of taking 
our daughter to Bombay.. My Mother gave her 
sanction (for without this we could not set foot 
outside Bhopal), and also gave me permission to 
write to Major Meade and inform him of our 
plans, and to request him to obtain sanction from 
the Government of India for an English officer to 
accompany us. In reply to my letter. Major 
Meade wrote that he believed the Government 
would have no objection to granting my request, 
which he had forwarded to Mr. Crosthwaite, Agent 
to the Governor-General. In a subsequent letter 
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he commimicjited to us tlic name of the officer 
■who was to accompany us and the date of his 
arrival. I, therefore, made preparations for his 
reception at Samarda, and at the same time 
arranged all the details of our journe)’^ to Bombay, 
my Agent being sent on in advance to engage 
a house. No officer arrived on the date fixed, but 
instead, a few days later, a letter came from the 
Agent to the Governor-General, stating that the 
Government was unable to accede to my request 
for the services of a European officer, as this was 
a privilege only granted to ruling Chiefs. In 
these circumstances, wc decided to abandon 
altogether our plan of going to Bombay, and, 
after having been three months at Samarda, we 
returned to Bhopal. 

In a very short time, my daughters condition 
again became alarming, and she grew even weaker 
than she had been before. We therefore returned 
once more to Samarda, and this time my anxiety 
was greatly increased by the departure of INliss 
ISIackenzie from Bhopal. She had been acting for 
INliss Neibel, and on the latter’s return to duty, she 
went to Aiwa, where she was given a permanent 
appointment. The people amongst whom Miss 
Mackenzie works are indeed fortunate. Her mere 
presence gives her patients fresh life, and her unre- 
mitting attention and her womanly sympathy turn 
despair into confidence and hope. I never think 
of Asif Jahan Begam without calling to mind Miss 
Mackenzie’s affectionate care of her. She would sit 
for hom’s by her little patient’s bedside, and "with 
pleasant stories charm away her pains, and bring 
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happy smiles to her face. I think her presence 
comforted me almost as much as it did my child. 

This time we were two months at Samarda, but 
the change did not benefit my daughter as much 
as on the previous occasion. Doctor Muhammad 
Syad, my own private medical adviser, was with 
us, and by liis advice we once more returned to 
Bhopal, and immediately on our araval sent for 
Miss Neibel. This lady was in every way a 
contrast to Miss Mackenzie; she was neither 
courteous in her manner nor attentive in her treat- 
ment. The disease steadily advanced, and for a 
week Asif Jahan Begam took no nourishment, any 
attempt to do so being followed by violent sick- 
ness. When Miss Neibel’s opinion was asked, she 
said that she could discover no specific disease from 
which my daughter was suffering, and, as far as 
she could see, there was nothing serious tiie 
matter. And yet it was plain that death was near. 
Doctor Joshi was again called in, and, as soon as 
he approached the invalid’s bedside, he pronounced 
the case hopeless. 

It was on a Satm’day that her condition became 
desperate. On the Sunday morning. Major Meade 
called to make inquiries, and to offer his sympathy. 
On hearing Doctor Joslii’s report he was greatly 
shocked. Major Meade was more than Political 
Agent ; he was a true and kind friend to me and 
my family. It was the continuation of a friendship 
wliich had been commenced by liis father, who had 
been Agent to the Governor-General in the time of 
Nawab Sikandar Begam, and on whose advice and 
assistance my Grandmother used to set the highest 
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v;ilue. Hy niy invilnlion. M.'ijor .Aleadc c'ntcrcfl 
the sick eiiainbcr. aiul spoke words of syin})!ilhy 
and conddrl to Asif .Iah:in IJcfram. She was rpiile 
eonscious at the lime, hut it was easy to see that 
she was sinking. .Slic lived on till -I oVlock the 
next allenioon. and then darkness took possession 
of my heart, for the light of her love and her good- 
ness had ceased to shine. On the day of her death, 
the ISth of Mnharram. .\.n.. she had reached 
the age of 1-J years 4- months and 22 days. 

We nre GiidV. .uul iinlo Him wc .‘•iiruly n'lnni.’ 

Since the death of our beloved elder daughter. 
Asif .Iah:ln Hegam had been our main consolation 
and comfort. And now that she ton was taken 
away, the burden of our grief seemed .almost more 
than we could bear. 'I’o mv Mother we looked in 
vjiin for comfort. 'J’hat .she felt deep sorrow I 
cannot doubt : but. she bore it as we had to bear 
OUT'S — alone. Her displeasure added greatly to our 
gloom, and the presence of our two sons was our 
only r.ay of light ; for of our other relations, not a 
single one c.amc near us. I must not, howe\'er, 
forget the kindness which was displayed towards 
us by inaTiy officers of the Government : the letters 
of symp.athy we received from them were to us a 
real source of counage .and consolation. 

But though our e.arthly comforters were few, 
God did not ab.andon us. He g.ave us strength 
and p.atience, .and we bowed ourselves in sub- 
mission to His will. The funeral took place in the 
Hayat Afzah garden ; and, although v/e had given 

' Sale’s tra!}slatiou of tlic Korun. 
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no notice of the hour, and had invited no one to 
attend the ceremony, a large crowd of people 
joined the procession as soon as it left the Sadar 
Manzil. A peculiar sadness always attaches itself to 
the death of the young, and my double bereavement 
evoked genuine and widespread sympathy among 
the people of Bhopal. On the day of the funeral, 
an order was issued by the Minister for the closing 
of all public olRces and places of business, but the 
order was countermanded, as it did not meet with 
the approval of Her Highness. 

Sahibzadi Asif Jahan Begam was. a pious and 
sweet-tempered girl. During her long illness of 
two and a quarter years, she never omitted her 
daily prayers, and on each occasion she kept the 
fast of Ramazan for half the month. In addition 
to her religious exercises, she had learnt to write 
Urdu, and had commenced to study English and 
Persian. She loved her parents and brothers 
deeply, and was never truly, happy unless she saw 
that they were happy too. Her cheerful and 
affectionate disposition won for her the love' of 
every member of the household, and her untimely 
death will ever he lamented. 

I have said that God remembered me in my 
affliction. Let me, then, close this chapter by 
telling of the special manifestation of His good- 
ness and mercy which was vouchsafed to me. 

On the 8th of the month Rahbi-ul-awwal 
(September 9th, 1894, a.d.), I gave birth to my 
youngest son, Sdhibzada Hamidullah Khan. My 
Mother did not visit me on the occasion, nor were 
there any demonstrations of joy on the part of the 




sAniir/Aiii Assrr .yauan tmxyaMi 


1». 228 J 




i=AHniZAl)A TIAMIDrLLAII TvIIAN 209 

St:iic. TIic necessfiry religious ceremonies I per- 
lonneo in :i simple manner in my own house, and 
u'Ik.-’i tin* (ikihi ceremony look place. I myself 
'’.ieelcn Ihe name Muhammad Ilamidullah Khan. 
My ov.'n joy ai. the birlh of this child was un- 
hoiindofl. For since the dcalh of AsiT .Tahan 
PiCgani. I had been depressed and melanehol}', and 
there seemed to he no pleasure for me in life any 
more, flow welcome, then, was this timely gill 
from (-iod, which, straightway, put new vigour 
into my hcjirt. and new joy into my lile. 1 felt as 
the withered and parched grass of the desert must 
feel when, after long months of drought, it is again 
ivalered by the blessed rain fj*om heaven; and I 
looked upon this child as an angel of mercy sent 
b}* the Gre:it Consoler of human hearts, to minister 
to Tue in my lime ol‘ need, and to be to me in the 
place of those two whom He had seen fit to take 
awaj’’. 
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VISIT or LOUD elgin to biiopal — T:MT ryAZ ali 

KUAN — EXTENSION OF THE BUOPAI. STATE 

ILiVTLWAY 

On October 12tli, 1895, the Political Agent sent 
information that Lord Elgin, accompanied by Ladj'^ 
Elgin and bis Staff, would visit Bhopal on Novem- 
ber 4.th, arriving at 9 a.m., and departing the 
following evening at 11 p.m. The preparations for 
his reception and entertainment were similar to 
those which had been made on the occasion of 
the visit of Lord Lansdowne. The leading Chiefs 
of the Agency were invited to meetPfis ExceUencj’’, 
besides a large company of English ladies and 
gentlemen. The Foreign Secretary and the Political 
Agent arranged the programme, all the details of 
which were carefully carried out. 

His Excellency was received at the railway 
station by Her Highness, the Agent to the 
Governor-General, the Political Agent, the Chiefs 
of the Agency, together with the European guests 
and the high officials of the State, and a guard of 
honour was drawn up on the platform. On the 
arrival of the train. Her Highness came out from 

her waiting-room and welcomed Their Excellencies 
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SIS tliey flighted. At the same time, the guard of 
lionour presented arms, and a salute of thirty-one 
guns V\'as fired by the State artillery. The "STce- 
regal party drove at once to the Lai Kothi, escorted 
by a detachment of the Imperial Seindce Lancers. 
At n o'clock, the Slinister, Mian Alamgir Mu- 
haramsid Khan, Misin Sadar INIuhammad Khan, 
and i^lian Xur-ul-hasan went to the Lai Kothi 
to make the mhnj pvrsi. They were received 
by the Foreign Secretary and the IMilitary Sec- 
retary. wlio presented them with Itr and pan, and 
informed them that the Viceroy would be ready 
to receive Her Highness at 12 o'clock. 

At 11.15, the Military Secretary, the Under- 
Secretaiy, and an Aide-de-camp drove to the 
Taj Mahal to escort Her Highness to the Lai 
Kothi. They were met by the Political Agent, and 
on being informed by him that Her Highness was 
ready, the whole party returned forthwith to the 
Kothi, reaching there punctually at noon. As Her 
Highness’s carriage appi’oached, a salute of twenty- 
one guns was fired. An Aide-de-camp received 
her at the door of her carriage, and the Foreign 
Secretary at the foot of the steps leading to the 
entrance, the guard of honour drawn up on either 
side presenting arms. As she mounted the steps. 
His Excellency advanced to meet her, and, leading 
her into the dimving-room, seated her in a chair on 
the right-hand side of his o^vn. The Political Agent 
then introduced the Minister, Mian Alamgfr Mu- 
hammad Khan, and the other nobles by whom 
Her Highness was accompanied. Each of' them 
presented his nazar, which His Excellency tpuched 
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and returned. After a brief conversation, 'iir and 
•pan were distributed, Her Highness receiving it 
from the hands of His Jflxcellency, and the others 
from the Foreign Secretary. Her Highness then 
paid a short visit to Her Excellency Lady Elgin in 
a separate apartment, after which she returned to 
the Taj Mahal, her departure being as ceremonious 
as her arrival. 

The same day. His Excellency received visits 
from the Chiefs of Rajgarh, Narsinghgarh, and other 
States of the Agency, and in the evening paid a 
return visit to Her Highness. He was accompanied 
by his Secretaries and Staff in full uniform, and 
was escorted from the Ldl Kothi.by the JMinister, 
the chief Sirdars of the State, and a squadron of 
the Imperial Ser^dce Lancers. The State troops 
formed the guard of honour, and presented arms 
as His Excellency drove up to the outer gateway 
of the palace. A salute of thirty-one guns was 
again fired. Her Highness, supported by the 
Political Agent, received her visitors at the inner 
gateway and conducted them to the durbar hall. 
His Excellency sat at Her Highness’s right hand, 
mth the members of his Staff next to him. ' The 
Political Agent and the nobles of the State were 
seated on Her Highness’s left. The visit was a 
short one, and the usual formalities characterized 
the proceedings. His Excellency returned to the 
Lai Kothi at 4 p.m. 

At 6 o’clock, Lady Elgin called on Her High- 
ness, and, after taking tea with her, witnessed 
a display of fireworks from the palace. At night 
there was a state banquet. Her Highness was 
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not present during dinner, hut watched the pro- 
ceedings from an adjoining apartment. \Vhen 
dessert was .served, she joined her guests, :ind, after 
tlie royal toast had heen honoured, proposed the 
health of Their ]sxcellen{*ies Lord ;ind Lady Elgin. 
In reply His Excellency delivered the following 
speech : 

“ Vo\ir Highness. Ladies and Gentlemen, — T rise 
to respond to the cordial manner in which you have 
received the toast of our health, and to express my 
deep obligation to Her Highness for the kind words 
in which she has ])roposcd it. 'Phis is not the first 
time on which Her Highness the llegam has 
welcomed a Viceroj’’ to Bhopal, .and has proposed 
his health, and 1 think we may feel well assured 
that an)’^ one who comes in the name and .as the 
representative of the Queen-Empress will alw.ays 
be certain to find a ready and friendly welcome 
from the Ruler of Bhopal. In .saying this I wish 
to dr.aw no invidious comparison, for I have met 
with too much kindnc.ss from other Princes and 
Chiefs of India, but it is well known that to none 
of them will the Rulers of Bhopal yield in the 
loy.alty which they have shown to the Briti.sh Raj. 
I feel certain that that loyalty ■will not only lie 
expressed, as it has been to-night, in eloquent 
terms by Her Highness, but will also be mani- 
fested in action, as it was in the time of her pre- 
decessor. I hope that in the circumst.ances of the 
present day we shall never see our friend Colonel 
Barr forced to quit Indore ; but if he were, I have 
no doubt that, as a former Resident found, he also 
would find ready assistance from the Ruler of 
Bhopal. In the meantime. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
we are not surprised to find that Her Highness the 
Begam gave a ready assent to that movement which 
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Avas instituted a feAA’^ years back to gh’^e expression 
to the loyalty of the Princes and Chiefs of India to 
the Crown, and that she took advantage, as she has 
told us this evening, of the opportunity of estab- 
lishing a regiment of Imperial SerAuce Troops. I 
am already in a position, from liaAnng seen the 
re^ment on escort duty, to congratulate Her 
Highness on the excellent manner in which they 
are horsed and equipped, and I have no doubt that 
in the parade to-morrow they wiU give a satis- 
factory account of themseh'^es, and show that they 
have profited by the supervision they have received 
from Colonel MeUiss and his able Assistant, to 
Avhom this movement OAves so much. 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen, there is another matter 
in which Her Highness the Begam has folloAA'ed 
the traditions of her house. The Rulers of Bhopal 
haA’^e CA'^er been knoAAm for their charitable instincts, 
and Her Highness has dcAmted much time and 
money to the promotion of public AAmrks. I think 
that there is only one occasion, and that is one 
to Avhich Her Highness has alluded, on which Ave 
regret the institution of public AA^orks, and that is 
AAdien they are called for by deficienc]^ of crops, and 
the consequent necessity of providing for the due 
emploj’^ment of the people and the provision of the 
food AA'hich they require. I, therefore, sincerely 
join in the hope that Her Highness has expressed 
this eA'^ening, that the unsatisfactory seasons of the 
last tAvo years may giA'^e way to a better prospect, 
and that the cultwators in this part of the country 
may reap the profits which justly accrue to them 
from the fertility of the soil. In other respects, I 
find it difficult to put a limit to the commendation 
AA'hich is due to a ruler of a State A\dio deAmtes 
the reA’^enue of the State to the promotion of AA^orks 
of public utilit5^ There is only one proAuso ‘ I 
should like to make in this matter, and that is. 
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that -works arc iindcrUikcn with a jjriicleiit fore- 
sight and econom3\ There is a ieinplalion to 
look to the immediate benefit wliich accrues from 
the opening up of a great countr)', tlie crops of 
which are unable to reach the markets rcadilj'; 
but I tliink it must be borne in mind that much 
of that benefit Avill be lost if tlic credit of the State 
is endangered ; and the credit of the State is for 
the future as well as for to-day. It is from an 
earnest wish to see tlic highest possible honour 
associated with tlie name of Her Highness that I 
venture to refer to a point that is sometimes over- 
looked, but which most probably she has already 
considered and kept in view. Her Highness has 
alluded to one great work, the Upain Kailway. in 
which she has taken a conspicuous interest, and 
over wliich I had hoped about this lime to be 
travelling. I have no doubt that that work \vill 
he one of great benefit to the country, and that 
Her Highness will derive all the profit from it 
which instigated her in undertaking it, 

“Jjadies and Gentlemen, Her Highness has 
spoken this cvenijig of the favours which .slie has 
recei\'ed from Her IMajesty the Queen-Empress. 
I hope that Her Highness will believe that Her 
Majesty, and the Government of India which 
represents Her ^Majesty, arc ever willing to recog- 
nize the good work wliich is done by the rulers 
of States for the benefit of their subjects ; and, 
therefore, in thanking her once again for the 
kindly welcome which she has given to us, for tlie 
splendid reception which she has provided for us, 
and for the magnificent spectacle which we have 
seen in our drive to the city this evening, I should 
like to express an earnest hope, that she may have 
long life and happiness to enjoy the honours which 
have been so worthily conferred upon her. I ask 
you. Ladies and Gentlemen, to join with me in 
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drinking to the health of Her Highness the Begarn 
of Bhopal.” 

The next day. Lady Elgin, accompanied by 
Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel Franklin, Honorary 
Secretary to the Central Committee of. the Lady 
DufFerin Fund, inspected the Lady Lansdowne 
Hospital. Both Lady Elgin and Colonel Franklin 
spoke in high praise of the arrangements of the 
hospital, and recorded their approbation in the 
Visitors’ Book. In the evening, Their Excellencies 
left, Bhopal by special train, their departure being 
private. 

Not long after the visit of Lord Elgin, the death 
took place of Munshi Imtiyaz Ali Khan. He 
had been one of the chief adherents of Sidik 
Hasan Khan, and, as my readers know, succeeded 
Colonel Ward as Minister of the State. INIunshi 
Imtiyaz Ali Khan was a native of Karkori, in 
the district of Lucknow, and his appointment to 
the office of INlinister was engineered by Sidik 
Hasan Khan. He was the product of an ancient 
and narrow system of education, and had passed 
most of his life as a pleader. To maintain the ad- 
ministration in the same state of efficiency in which 
his predecessor had left it, required only ordinary 
ability and experience. But Imtiyaz Ali possessed 
neither of these qualifications, nor was he fitted 
by character or breeding for the post he occupied. 

Colonel Ward had reformed every branch of 
the State service, and a substantial increase in 
the revenue was already testifying to the wisdom 
of his management. ‘ Imtiyaz Ali’s assumption 
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of ollii'c w.Ts sicrnaliml hy a complete reversal of 
the policy of the two prevlou'^ )’cars. One of 
his first acts was to discharge a mimher of able 
and trustworthy olliccrs who had been appointed 
hy C’olonel AVard, and to till their places with 
indigent friends and relatives of his own. who 
were ineapahlc t»f earning a livelihood elsewhere, 
and who jiossesscd not a single qualific;ition for 
the work they were given to do. lie then 
proceeded to make a radical change in the 
revenue department, abolishing the mmtujiri 
system’ of eollccting land i-ent, and introducing 
the hhilw system in its place. Hundreds of 
villages were made hfidm, ;md large advances in 
grain and money were made Ijy the Slate. 'J’he 
ostensible ohjeet of this legislation was to improve 
the condition of the eullivator. Its actual re.sult 
was that the cullivatoi-s became worse otl than 
they had been for years, while many nntutdjh'n 
were practically ruined, and the State treasury 
was scriou.sly impoverished. This disastrous result 
was due, not so much to the new system, as to 
the iniquitous manner in which it was carried into 
cflcct. The cultivators, for whose benefit corn 
and money were advanced by the SUite, grew 
poorer and poorer, W'hilc those who were entrusted 
with the distribution fattened on their ill-gotten 
g.'iins. To make matters worse, three bad seasons 
came in succession, the wheat crops failing almost 
entirely. The cultivators received no compensa- 

* Under tlio mmiujiri system Uio cullh'aior liolds liis land under' 
a or middle man ; under the khtim system ho deals directly 

with the StatCj or the xiroprictor of the land. 
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tion, and the result of this accumulation of calami- 
ties was that the area of cultivated land decreased 
by a third, and the population of the State fell 
from 900,000 to 600 , 000 . 

But if the revenue administration was bad, 
judicial affairs were in an even worse case. Laws 
and courts of justice there certainly were, but 
any appeal to them which was not backed up by 
a full purse was made in vain. Civil suits were 
little more than bribery competitions, and criminals 
were acquitted or convicted according to the 
means at their disposal. The high officials of the 
State had their private agents in every district, 
whose business it was to line their patrons’ pockets, 
receiving, in return, protection whilst they lined 
their own. If a complaint against a subordinate 
officer was made to the Begam, she referred the 
matter to the Minister, and the person who lodged 
the complaint generally found it to his advantage 
to withdraw it. Complaints against the Minister 
himself were equally futile ; for Imtiyaz Ali Khan 
had his full share of Lucknow eloquence, and he 
easily persuaded Her Highness to regard such 
attacks as gross and mahcious libels on his spotless 
character. The consequences of his three years’ 
administration are apparent to this day, and the 
State is still engaged in undoing the mischief 
which he wrought. Most of those who aided him 
in his progress of corruption were ffom Lucknow. 
They came, many of them, as Tahsildars on small 
pay, and in little more than two years returned 
to their native city wealthy men. It is little- 
wonder, then, that there is keen competition in 
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Lucknow for posts in the Hhop.'il Stale, wliieh is 
evidently regarded there ;i.s a modern El Dorado. 

Imliyaz AH Khan owed his powerful position 
in the Stale to the support he received from Sidik 
Hasan Kln'm, who not only helped him to grow 
rich, but shielded and defended him whenever 
there was danger of his conduct being c.;illed in 
question. On the death of the latter, however, 
it became ncccssaiy for the Hegam to take a more 
active and personal part in the conduct of affairs, 
and Imtiya/. Ali's j)osition at once became in- 
secure. Complaint after complaint was brougliL 
.against him. and at last the Regam's suspicions 
were thoroughly roused. A public investigation 
of his conduct was on the point of being held 
when he fell ill and died. Imtiya/, Ali Khan will 
not escape the invastigation, but it will lake place 
in a court where truth, and not gold, will deter- 
mine the verdict. 

The next IMinistcr of the SUitc was Khan 
Rjihadur Maulavi Abdul .T.abbar Khan, C.I.E., 
an account of whose administration wll be given 
in a later chapter. 

After the opening of the Rhopal State Railway, 
it soon became .apparent that the construction of a 
line from Rhopal to Ujjain, besides being of gre.at 
service to Uie travelling public, would add con- 
siderably to the commercial prosperity of Central 
India. After corresponding with the States of 
Gwalior, Diw.'is, and Bhopal, the Government of 
India, in 1891, caused a survey of the route to be 
made. It was at first proposed to make a narrow- 
gauge line ; but this • did not meet with the ap* 
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proval of Her Higliness, and, after a lengthy 
correspondence, she persuaded the Government to 
consent to the adoption of the broad gauge. 
The railway was built in five years, and in 
February, 1896, both goods and passenger traffic 
commenced. . The construction of this line was 
much more rapid than that of the Bhopal State 
Railway. IMoreover, the latter had been open 
for nine years before the State drew any income 
from it, whereas the new line commenced to 
pay from the very outset. The actual opening 
ceremony did not take place till January, 1897. 
It was performed by the Honourable Colonel Barr, 
Agent to the Governor-General for Central India. 
A large company witnessed the ceremony, the 
European guests including the chief officers of the 
railway with the ladies of their families. At 
the conclusion of the ceremony, all the arrange- 
ments for which were made by, and at the expense 
of, the Company, Her Highness, with the Agent 
to the Governor-General and her mther guests, 
embarked on a special train, and were taken to 
Sehore, where they were entertained at . a garden 
party. Before returning to Bhopal, Her Highness, 
with the consent of the Company, distributed 
presents to all the subordinate servants of the 
railway, and announced her intention of providing 
a library at the Bhopal Station for the use of the 
staff. Later in the evening, a large number of 
fakirs and poor people were fed at her expense at 
the Sehore Station. The total cost of the section 
of the line lying within the Bhopal territory was 
Rs. 18,890,68. 2. 11. 
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Amonfjst tlie speeches made on this occasion, 
the two following arc worthy to he recorded : 

Si’KEcii OF Her Highness the Begam 

“ Colonel Barr, Ladies and Gentlemen, — I 
thank God for this happy day, on which, 
thirteen years after the completion of the Bhopal 
State Railway, we arc able to open this new line 
from BhojiiU to Ujjain. For the benefits that will 
result Irom it to the trade and the people of 
Central India, and especially to the inhabitants of 
Bhopal, we are indebted, firstly, to the grace and 
favour of Her IMost Gracious jNIajesty, the Queen- 
Empx'ess, and, secondly, to the good government 
which this small State has enjoyed through the 
kind patronage of His Fixcelleney the Viceroy, and 
the S 5 nnpathetic support of Colonel Barr, Agent to 
the Governor-General in Central India, and JMajor 
i\leade, Political Agent in Bhopal. I am most 
grateful to Colonel Barr for the honour he has 
conferred upon us by coming here to-da}’^ to per- 
form the opening ceremony. And I oiler my 
congratulations to ']\Ir. Sherman, Chief Engineer 
of the railway, on the able manner in which he 
has carried out the construction of this line, and 
on his having so skilfully combined speed Avith 
.economy, tliat Ave are already enjoying our share 
of the profits, instead of having to AA^ait nine years 
for them, as Ave had to do in the case of the 
Bhopal State Raihvay. I silsb desire to thank 
Major and Mrs. Meade, and all my other guests, 
for then* kindness in coming to grace tliese pro- 
ceedings. In conclusion, I pray for the continued 
prosperity of the British Empire, and for that of 
its Ruler, whom 1 shall ever i*egard as a Mother. 
May she never, cease to bestoAVj upon 'ray State 
and myself, the blessings of her royal favour.” 
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Speech of the Honourable Colonel Barr 

*“Nawab Begam Sahiba, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, — Before I fulfil Her Highness’s desire and 
declare the Bhopal section of this railway open, I 
must briefly explain to you why it is that we are 
taking part in this ceremony to-day. The Bhopal- 
Ujjain Railway has actually been open to traffic 
since the month of April ; but as it was then the 
hot season, and the journey to Bhopal would have 
been attended with a certain amount of dis- 
comfort, Her Highness, at my request, very kindly 
postponed the opening ceremony till the present 
more favourable occasion. It is a great pleasure 
to me that, on this my first official visit to Bhopal, 
I have been able to comply with Her Highness’s 
wishes, and to accompany her in her first journey 
over this new line. 

“ Her Highness the Begam is among those 
Indian Chiefs who have been the first to recognize 
the advantage of railway extension. The Bhopal 
State Railway, from Itarsi to Bhopal, was opened 
in 1884. It was a very costly undertaking ; for 
not only had the Narbadda to be bridged at 
Hoshangabad, in itself a gigantic task, but the line 
had to be carried across the Vindhia HiUs, necessi- 
tating bridges and cuttings which involved great 
labour and heavy expense. Although it is true, 
as Her Highness has remarked, that for several 
years the line was worked -without any pecuniary 
profit, yet its importance can hardly be over- 
estimated: for it was one of the foundations of 
the Indian Midland Railway system, which now 
traverses so large a portion of Central India, 
extending from Itarsi through Bhopiil, Jhansi, and 
Gwalior, to Agra, with branches connecting Jhansi 
with Cawnpore and Manikpur, and Bhopal with 
Ujjain. I am sure, ladies and gentlemen, that you 
■will join me in congratulating Her Highness most 
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cordially on tlie completion of this last section of 
the Indian Midland Railway, and in expressing 
the hope that she may enjoy the fruits of the 
liberality she lias displayed in its construction. I 
trust that this line will not only prove a source of 
profit to Her Highness, but that it will increase 
both the trade of her State and the prosperity and 
comfort of her people, and, which is of even greater 
importance, that it mil, by facilitating the trans- 
portation of grain, do much to mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor in years of scarcity like the 
present. 

“ Her Highness has acknowledged her indebted- 
ness to Mr. Sherman, who was the Chief Engineer 
of this railway from the day it was commenced 
till its completion. I, also, desire to offer my 
thanks and congratulations to ]\Ir. Sherman, and 
to all those who have been associated mth him in 
his labours. We are so accustomed in these days 
to travelling on railways that we seldom think of 
or appreciate the thousand difficulties and responsi- 
bilities that have to be faced by those who, like 
Mr. Sherman, undertake the planning, construct- 
ing, and organizing of these great works; 

“ Naw^b Begam Sahiba, 1 assure you that I and 
all your guests have heard with re^ pleasure the 
words of loyalty you have spoken to-day, for we 
Icnow that these words are the genuine expression 
dt your personal feelings ; and we look upon the 
zeal and energy with which you have supported 
this and other works of public utility as the natural 
outcome of your devotion to that Noble Lady who 
is not only the Queen of England, but the Mother 
of her people in all parts of the world. 

“ Ladies and gentlemen, I now declare this line 
open, and I ask , you to join me in drinking to the 
health of Her Highness the Begam, and to the 
prosperity of the Bhop^l-Ujjain R^way.” 
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DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS — INTRODUCTION 
OF BRITISH COINAGE — VISIT OF LORD CURZON 
TO BHOPAL — MARRIAGES OF MV SONS 

Early in June, 1897, the State Minister, Maulavi 
Abdul Jabbar Khan, C.I.E., received a letter from 
the Political Agent informing him that, in accord- 
ance with the orders of the Viceroy, the 21st and 
22nd days of .Tune would be observed as public 
holidays throughout British India, in honour of 
the completion by Her Majesty the Queen-Empress 
of sixty years of her reign. Her Highness at once 
directed that the same days should be observed 
as holidays in the State, and preparations were 
made to celebrate so memorable an event in a 
loyal and becoming manner. 

On the appointed day, a grand durbar was held 
at the Shaukat Mahal, and was attended by all 
the nobles and chief officers of the State. At its 
conclusion, presents were distributed to a large 
number of deserving officials, and twenty-four 
poor students of the Victoria School received each 
a new suit of clothes. Orders were given for the 
release of a number of 'prisoners from the jail, and 
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for the rcduclion of the sentences of otliers. A 
parade of the State troops took place on the 
Jahanginibad parade ground, and a royal salute 
of a hundred and one guns was fired. In the 
evening, the public buildings, forts, and offices, as 
well as the chief private houses of the city, were 
illuniinated, and corn and rice were distributed to 
the poor. The public offices remained closed on 
both the above-mentioned days, and corn wsis 
distributed in all the lahsih of the State. On 
.Tuly Sth. Her Highness gave a dinner to her 
European friends at the Lai Kothi. 'Phe health 
of the Queen was proposed by Her Highness in 
person, the J’olitical Agent proposed the health of 
Her Highness, and the ISIinister that of the guests. 
Her Highness's speech was as follows : 


“ Ladies and Gentlemen, — I have asked you to 
meet me here to-night that we may rejoice together 
on the gi'eat and memorable occasion of the l^iamond 
Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress — an 
occasion that has filled every heart in India, and 
especially my awn, with thankfulness and joy. I 
say ‘ especially my own,’ for it was in Her 
Ma-jesty’s reign that I was born, it was in Her 
Jlajesty’s reign that I became the Ruler of this 
State, and it Avas Her Majesty who bestowed upon 
me the order of the Crown of India, and 'Avho 
made me a Grand Commander of the Star of India. 
I rejoice, too, to think that ray Sovereign is a 
Avoman, and, though I haA^e never had the high 
prmlege of paying my loyal respects to her in 
person, I, yet, regard her Avith' all the affection 
of a daughter ; indeed, she occupies the same place 
hi my heart as did my Mother, NaAvab Sikandar 
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Begam. The greatness of her virtues, and the 
blessings of her rule, are more than mere words 
can utter. The history of her reign is a record of 
progress in science, art, commerce, and all that 
makes for civilization and peace, such as the world 
has never known before. 

“ I did not arrange this dinner on the 21st of 
June, because 1 thought that on that day every one 
would prefer to rejoice in his o'wn home. The 
celebration of the Jubilee in England has not yet 
come to an end, so there is nothing unbecoming 
in thus prolonging the period of our festivities in 
Bhopitl. 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to join me 
in drinking to the health of Her Majest}*^ the Queen- 
Empress, and I pray God to prolong her life for 
many years to come.” 


A kharlta, containing an account of the cele- 
brations that had taken place in Bhopal, was 
dispatched to His Excellency the Viceroy, and a 
sum of two thousand rupees was contributed to 
the fund which had been opened foY the purpose 
of erecting a statue of Her Majesty the Queen 
in Calcutta. 

Another interesting event that took place during 
the year 1897 was the introduction into the State 
of the coinage of British India. Previous to this 
time, the State had coined its own silver and 
copper money, which was stamped with the name 
of the ruler and the date of issue. My Mother, 
foreseemg that the financial administration of the 
State, and commercial transactions generally, would 
be greatly facilitated by the adoption of the com- 
age current in British India, had approached the 
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Government of India, on the subject as far back 
as the year 1892. After a great deal of corre- 
spondence, the Government of India agreed to 
take over the current money of the State at the 
rate of 124 Bhopdl rupees for 100 British. The 
details having been settled, a circular containing 
the rules of exchange was published throughout 
the State, as well as in ^^arsinghgarh, Rdjgarh, 
ISlaksudgarh, Sotidla, and. other States of the 
Agency where Bhopdl money was current. The 
period fixed for the exchange was from October 1st, ' 
1897, to February 1st, 1898, after which Bhopal 
money ceased to be current, and represented 
nothing more than its market value as silver or 
copper. A 10-per-cent, reduction was made in 
the revenue demanded from mustdjirs and culti- 
vators as soon as the new system was established. 

On all sums deposited as security. by viustd^h'S 
as well as on money realized from attached 
villages, exchange was calculated at government 
rates. That her subjects might not have to incur 
any loss. Her Highness agreed to accept all Bhopdl 
money, that had not lost more than 2 per cent, in 
weight, in exchange for British coin, and to bear 
all expenses incidental to such transactions. The 
pay of all State servants drawing ten rupees a 
month, or less, remained unchanged, a reduction 
of 10 per cent, being made in the case of those 
who drew more than that amount. The new 
system being completely established, information 
to that effect was sent to the Government of 
India. .A reply was received in which the Govern- 
ment expressed its gratification, and congratulated 
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Her Highness on the able manner in which the 
exchange had been effected. 

In September, 1898, Her Highness wrote to 
Lord Elgin, who was about to leave Simla, ex- 
pressing her desire to bid him farewell before his 
departure for England, and asking permission to 
meet him at any point on his journey that might 
be convenient. A kliarita was received in reply, 
stating that it would give His Excellency great 
pleasure to see Her Highness again, and that 
Cawnpore would be the most convenient meeting- 
place. Accordingly, my Mother, accompanied 
by the Pohtical Agent and the Minister, went 
to Cawnpore on November 8th. The meeting 
took place at the railway station, where suitable 
arrangements had been made by the State, and 
His Excellency remained in conversation with 
Her Highness until the departure of his train. 
Her Highness rested the night in Cawnpore, and 
returned to Bhopal the next day. 

Lord Elgin, as my readers know,'^ was succeeded 
in the Viceroyalty by Lord Curzon ; and in Novem- 
ber of the following year he, too, honoured my 
Mother by paying a visit to her Capital. The 
announcement was made to Her Highness three 
months beforehand by the Political Agent. It is 
unnecessary for me to describe the preparations 
that were made. Suffice to say that the welcome 
extended by the State to Lord and Lady Curzon 
was no less magnificent, and no less hearty, than 
those which had greeted liis predecessors. Many 
English and Indian guests were invited to meet 
Their Excellencies, the latter including the Rajas 
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of Xarsin^hipirh, ILijgarli. and Kilchipur, and llic 
Xawiibs of Maksnd"ar]i and ILisoda. As usual, 
a prot^aininc of llic visit wis received ijcfordiand. 
and it was announced llial the arrival of Lady 
Cur/on would lake place ten inintilcs before Ihal 
of the \’ic*eroy. 

In accordance with the programme. Tier Iligh- 
ness reached the railw.ay .station .shortly alier 
0 a.m. on the moniing of the ‘J.'jIIi. Siie was 
accomp.inied liy the Minister and other Stale 
oflTiccr.s. Lady Cur/on arrived at n.-t.a a.m. by 
special train, and w,as welcomed by Her Highness', 
with whom .she remained in conver.salion until the 
.arrival of Ili.s Excellency's train at 10 o’clock. 
Her Highne.ss. clad in a bur/:/in, and wearing the 
orders of a Gr.and Commander of the Star of India, 
received His Excellcncj' on the platform. aTid with 
great cordiality bade him welcome to her State. 
The chief oflicials present were then introduced, 
after which His Excellency in.spcctcd the Imperial 
Service troops and the State troops, which were 
drawn up outside the .station, the latter c.arrying 
the 7iidlii viardiib, .and the flag which had been 
presented to the State at the Delhi Durbar. 'J'he 
party then Avent in procession to the Lai Kothi, 
Lord and Lady Cur/on, Avith IMajor NcAvinareh 
and Captain Wigram, occupying the first carriage, 
and Her Highness folloAAnng in the second. A 
squadron of the Victoria Lancers formed the 
escort, and His Excellency AA’as loudly cheered by 
the spectators, aa'Iio had gathered in large numbers 
along the route. At noon the Minister and tAvo 
Sirdars called at the Ldl Kothi to make the 
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7iiizdj pwi'sii and at 3 p.m.. Her Highness paid His 
Excellency a State visit.' The visit was returned 
at 6 p.m. the same evening at the Taj Mahal, His 
Excellency expressing himself greatly pleased at 
the decorations and illuminations in honour of his 
visit. In the evening, Her Highness entertained 
her guests at a banquet at the Lai Kothi, and in 
the following words proposed the health of Lord 
and Lady Curzon: 


“Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, — 
I have no fear of being contradicted when I say 
that, at the present moment, there is no one in 
this vast Empire of India more fortunate or more 
honoured than I am, in that I have the privilege 
of counting among my guests the Viceroy of our 
beloved Queen — ^may her Empire last for ever ! — 
and the noble Lady who shares the dignity of his 
high office. My gratitude for the honour done to 
me and to my State by their presence here to-day 
is more than I can express. His Excellency knows 
that my predecessors have ever been loyal to the 
British Throne, and, since I became the Ruler of 
Bhopal, I have had no dearer ambition than to 
follow the example they have set before me. My 
subjects, both Muhammadan and Hindu, are 
faithftil supporters of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and I trust that the regiment of Imperial Ser\nce 
Lancers, which the State now maintains, wiU 
enable many of them to give a practical proof of 
their desire to defend and • advance its welfare. 
Since the visit of .Lord' ‘ Lansdowne, the most 
important events in the history of the State have 
been the introduction of the coinage of British 
India, and the passing of the Arms Act. The 
former, by abolishing the difficulties of exchange. 
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has done much to facilitate eommercc: and the 
latter, by making it impossible for persons of 
criminal disposition to go about armed, has added 
greath* to the seeurity of tlie people. The most 
important publie -work lias, of course, been tlie 
construction of the Ujjain Raihva)*. 0^^•ing to a 
succession of bad seasons there has, during the 
past t\vo or tlirce years, been much distress in the 
Slate : and, althougli better crops were raised last 
year, the cultivators are still feeling the elFect of 
their heavy losses. This j’^car the monsoon has 
.again partially failed us: but if, by the Grace of 
God, rain falls in the cold season, we m.a)' hope 
to escape the misfortunes of a famine. 

“ I beg to express once more my deep sense of 
the honour Your Excellency has done me in visiting 
my Capital. Your Excellency will be entertained 
by many worthier hosts, but it will be long before 
I can again have the good fortune to welcome so 
distinguished a guest. ]\lay God long preserve Her 
Imperial INlajesty Queen Victoria, and may He 
grant health and h.appiness to her Viceroy in India, 
and bless his rule wth pe.ace and prosperity. 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to drink the 
health of Their Excellencies Jjord and Lad}' 
Ciirzon.” 

Lord Curzon replied as follows : 

“Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, — Her 
Highness the Begam, whose guests we have the 
ple.asure of -being to-night, has the gift of graceful 
speech no less than that of magnificent hospitality. 
She has proposed the health of Lady Curzon and 
myself in terms so felicitous that in our recollec- 
tions they will always crown the memory of our 
first official visit to one of the principal Native 
States of India. . It is a satisfaction to me to think 
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that the particular State which thus receives us 
should be one the Ruler of which has during a 
period of more than thirty years won so honour- 
able a reputation for enlightenment and public- 
spirited administration, besides sustaining the 
tradition, already rendered notable by the conduct 
of her mother, of devoted lo5^alty to the British 
Crown. That the sceptre need not pass into feeble 
hands or irresolute hands when, by the accident of 
fortune, it is Avielded by a woman, is shown by the 
career of our beloved sovereign Her ]\Iaiesty the 
Queen-Empress; nor may we fail on a smaller 
scale to find an illustration of the same phenomenon 
in the case of the two successive Begams who have 
now, for a combined period of more than half a 
century, presided over the fortunes of the State 
of Bhopal. Her Highness’s mother was dis- 
tinguished, not only, as I have said, for her fidelity 
to the British Raj, but also for her ability as a 
ruler. Similarly the rule of Her Highness has 
been rendered memorable by many acts of adminis- 
trative prudence and private generosity, while from 
the speech which has just been delivered I gather 
with pleasure that her active interest in the 
well-being of her subjects is far from being ex- 
hausted, and that she still continues to devise and 
carry out projects which testify to her practical 
wisdom and will conduce to the prosperity of the 
State. 

“ I shall on Monday morning have the pleasure of 
inspecting on the parade ground the regiment of 
cavalry which Her Highness has contributed to 
the defence of the Empire, and which she has 
designated with the name of Her IMajesty the 
Queen-Empress. Her Highness has never failed 
to take as great an interest in these men as though 
she were herself their military commander, and I am 
pleased to hear that she has recently added to the 
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attniclions of the regiment b)’ raising the scale 
of pay. 

“ I look ^vith great interest on the conversion of 
the native currencies in the Fcudatoiy Slates of 
India, and the substitution for them of the uniform 
and stable coin.age of the British mints. In taking 
this step, as far back as 1897, Her Highness has 
acted as a pioneer in a movement in whicli 1 believe 
tliat she is destined to find many followers, and 
which must unquestionably tend to the commercial 
advantage of the entire community. Similar!}', 
Her Highness has been well advised in keeping 
her eye upon the gangs of desperate and unruly 
men who from time to lime raise their heads even 
in modern India, and who find in any season of 
distress an opportunity for reviving the discredited 
profession of predatory crime. 'J'lie first test of 
an orderly State is the security wdiich it gives to 
the life and property of its citizens, .and dacoits are 
a public scourge to whom the Stsite should show 
no mercy. 

“It is .a source of gre<at gratification to me to 
find on coming into the Bhopal State that although, 
as Her Highness has s.aid, the situation is not alto- 
gether free from anxiety as to the agricultural out- 
look, yet the circumstances of this part of India 
are much more favourable than many of those 
avhicli I have lately been aisiting. It is a trying 
experience to see pinched human faces and dying 
cattle. I echo Her Highness’s prayer that in this 
State she may escape both calamities, arid that 
Providence" may be merciful to her people. In 
conclusion, it only remains for me to thank Her 
Highness the Begam for the friendly and auspicious 
avishes she has uttered on behalf of Lady Curzon 
and myself, to assure her that ave shall not forget 
our right royal welcome in this State, and to ask 
all the ladies and gentlemen seated at this table, 
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and who, like ourselves, are recipients of her profuse 
hospitality, to join with me in drinking long life 
and prosperity to Her Highness the Begam of 
Bhopal.” 


His Excellency’s speech met with loud applause, 
and Her Highness received the hearty good wishes 
of all her guests. The company then adjourned 
to the gardens, where a grand display of fireworks 
brought the evening’s entertainment to a close. 
In the morning. His Excellency visited the Fort, 
and rested during the remainder of the day. 
Lady Curzon, in company with Her Highness, 
visited the Lady Lansdowne Hospital. Her Ex- 
cellency went through all the wards, and spoke 
to many of the patients, inquiring minutely about 
their treatment. She was much pleased on being 
informed that nurses were trained in the Hospital, 
and ' sent out to attend cases in the city and 
district. 

On the morning of the 27 th, Lord Curzon re- 
viewed the Imperial Service Troops. After the 
march past he briefly addressed the Officers, com- 
plimenting them on the behaviour of their men 
on parade, and spealdng in high terms of the 
good order and completeness of their accoutre- 
ments and the condition of their horses. After 
breakfast, a snipe-shooting expedition was organ- 
ized, and resulted in the biggest bag ever made 
in Bhopal, His Excellency making the top score. 
Farewell visits occupied the afternoon, and in the 
evening, after dinner, their Excellencies drove to 
the railway station, and spent the night on board 
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their train, which left early in the morning for 
Sanchi. Here a halt of two hours was made, and 
a visit was paid to the Buddhist topes, after which 
the party re-embarked for Gwalior. 

I greatly desired to meet His Excellency during 
his visit to Bhopal ; but having regard to the 
strained relations that existed between my Mother 
and myself, he evidently deemed it inexpedient 
to receive me. Lady Curzon, however, showed 
me the greatest kindness ; and as long as .she re- 
mained in India I continued to receive tokens of 
her friendly feelings towards me. I shall never 
forget this kindness ; and when, in the year 1900, 
the news of her untimely death reached me, I 
was filled witli sorrow, for I felt that I had lost 
a true friend. 

When two sons, Sahibzdda Obaidullah 

Khan and Nawab Kasrullah Khan, reached tlie 
ages of 22 and 23 years respectively I began 
to consider seriously the question of getting 
them married. My l\Iother’s anger had, so far, 
prevented any steps in this direction from being 
taken. Kow, however, my sons had reached 
manhood, and since it is generall)’’ acknowledged 
that, in a hot countr}^ like India, late marriages 
are undesirable, I felt that the necessary negotia- 
tions could be no longer delayed. Proposals had 
already reached me from several of the Muham- 
madan States of India, and I bad reviewed in 
my own mind the qualifications of the various 
marriageable girls in the families of my husband 
and my father; but I had come to no definite 
decision, for custom and the terms of my orvn 
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marriage agreement alike demanded that the 
selection of my sons’ brides should rest with Her 
Highness. I, therefore, made known my desire 
to her in the following letter, which I sent through 
the Minister of the State: 


“Seeing that my two sons, Nawab Nasrullah 
Khan and Sahibzada Obaidullah Khan, are now 
grown up, I desire to consult Your Highness on 
the subject of their marriages, which has been 
causing me anxiety for some time past. Pecuniary 
embarrassments, consequent upon the late famine, 
have prevented me from taking this step before. 
Even now I am hardly in a position to incur heavy 
expenditure ; but the ages at which my sons have 
arrived make it undesirable that there should 
be any further delay. In my opinion, there are 
only two families with which alliances would be 
acceptable, namely, those of my father and my 
husband. I have received proposals from Hydera- 
bad, Jaora, and other States, to none of which I 
have, as yet, sent replies. I beg, ^therefore, that 
you will be good enough to favour me with your 
opinion and advice.” 


My Mother sent me no written reply to this 
letter, but she summoned the Minister, and said 
to him, “ I have no objection to the Sahibzadas’ 
marrying into the family of their father, but alli- 
ances with the family of Sultdn Jahan’s father are 
out of the question, and would never receive my 
consent.” . 

Her Highness’s answer was communicated to 
me by the Minister, who concluded his letter with 
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these 'Words; “My advice, if I may be al- 
lo'wed to offer it, is that the two daugliters of 
your husband’s sister should be chosen as brides 
for your sons. I do not think that any selection 
could be more suitable.” This advice pleased 
both me and the Nawub S;ihib ; and, as the sister 
in question expressed her readiness to abide by 
her brothers decision, the matter •was finally 
settled. 

There are few events •which affbrd greater joy 
to parents than the marriages of their sons. I felt 
that my happiness would be complete if only I 
could secure Her Highness’s presence at the 
nuptial ceremony, and I resolved to make 3 'ct 
another attempt to win her forgiveness. My 
letter, and the reply I received to it, will acquaint 
m}’^ readers ■with the result of my appeal. With 
mingled feelings of hope and despair I wrote; 


“ Your Highness has, doubtless, read my letter 
of the 15th Zil Kadah, regarding the celebration of 
my sons’ nuptials. Save your Highness, I have 
no other patron, and to Your Highness my husband 
and I owe all that we possess — our property, our 
position, and our honour. It is my earnest wish 
that Your Highness .should preside over this 
ceremony, for otherwise there can be no happiness 
for me in it. - If I have offended, it has never been 
willingly or consciously; and my husband and I 
have no other desire than to consult in all things 
your will and pleasure. But man is prone to sin : 
we, therefoi'e, beg for the forgiveness of our faults, 
to the better comfort of ourselves and of Your 
Highness in both the worlds. In spite of my 
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own unworthiness, I am bold enough to rely 
upon Your Highness’s generosity for a favourable 
reply.” 

The answer to this petition was forwarded to me 
by the Minister : 

“ My presence at the nuptials of Mian Nasrullah 
Khan and Mian ObaiduUah Khan can do no good, 
nor can my absence cause any ill either to them 
or to their parents. To the parents the responsi- 
bility of arranging such matters belongs, and 
my presence, being a matter of no importance, 
should be neither desired nor expected. 

“The forgiveness of sins rests with God alone. 
I, too, am a sinner, and to Him only I look for 
pardon. 

“ I trust that Sultdn Jahan Begam will refrain 
from troubling me in future, and that the question 
of my attending the marriage ■wall not again be 
referred to.” 

Simultaneously with the nuptids of my elder 
sons, it •was my intention to celebrate the hliatna 
ceremony of my youngest son, Sahibzada Hami- 
duUah Khdn, folio-wing the example of the Prophet, 
and of those who came before him since the days 
of Abraham, the Friend of God. In spite of the 
disappointment which filled our hearts on account 
of the rejection of our petition, we decided that 
these several rites could not he deferred, and they 
were, accordingly, performed at the Sadar Manzil at 
5 p.m. on Saturday, the 15th of Rajah, 1318 a.h. 
I have always looked with disfavour on the super- 
fluous ritual with which Muhammadans usually 
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adorn their religious ceremonies, and I endeavour, 
as far as I can, to set an example of simplicity. 
On the present occasion, no ceremonial was observed 
which the laws of Islam do not strictly enjoin. 
The members of my household w'ere the only 
people who witnessed the proceedings: my rela- 
tions followed the example set by my Mother, and 
none of the State officials were present. The 
marriage Ichaibah was read by Kdzi Abdul Hak, 
the State Kazi, and everything, including the 
khatna ceremony of Sahibzdda Hamidullah Khdn, 
was completed before the hour of evening prayer. 

The nikah, or marriage proper, which had just 
been performed, is a purely religious ceremony, and 
is not the occasion for any great display of joy. 
The actual wedding festival, or sMdi, takes place 
when the bride is welcomed to her new home. A 
considerable period of time often elapses between 
the nikah and the shddi, and in the present instance 
I determined that the latter should be postponed, 
for I had a lingering hope that my Mother might 
yet be induced to relent. Early the next month, 
however, we heard that Her Highness had fallen 
ill, and, as day by day thejreports of her condition 
became more and more unfavourable, I decided to 
abandon aU thoughts of the shddi until her recovery; 
for while she lay on a bed of suffering, I felt that 
I had little heart for scenes of joy and mirth. In 
spite of all that had passed, my love for her had 
never diminished. She was still to me the Mother 
I had known in my childhood ; for I knew that 
her hostile attitude towards rcie was no part of her 
real nature, but had been thrust upon her by those 
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whom slic had no power to resist. 1 earnestly 
hoped that her life niiglit be a long one, for I 
eoveled neither her position nor her wealth, and 
1 felt that, sooner or later, the day must eome 
when I should be restored to her alFeetions, and, 
bej'ond this, I had no further ambition. 



CHAPTER XX 


THE DEATH OF ^*A^VAn SHAH JAHAN UEGAM 

Anorr the beginning of Rnbbi-ul-:iwval. 1318 a.il, 
a sm.all sore appeared on my i\J other’s left cheek. 
At first it ^va.s considered too trifling to need 
attention. ^Vffcer some days, however, it became 
large and painful, and native remedies were 
applied, but tlieir only effect was to aggravate 
tlie sore. Skilled Indian doctors were then called 
in, but their treatment gave my iMother no 
relief, and it soon became apparent that she was 
suffering from cancer. Doctor Anderson, a 
physician of repute from Lucknow, Avas next 
summoned. He at once recognized the serious- 
ness of the case, and said that the removal of the 
cancer was the only means of saving the patient’s 
life. Doctor Dane, the Agency Surgeon, Avas of 
the same opinion, and my Mother expressed herself 
AviUing to be guided by their adAice. A time Avas, 
accordingly, fixed upon, and the necessary arrange- 
ments Avere made. Instruments, bandages, anti- 
septics, all Avere laid out in readiness, Avhen my 
Mother, for some unaccountable reason, changed 
her mind, and refused to undergo the operation. 

There was nothing for it but to fall back upon 
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ordinary remedies, and hope for the best. Unfor- 
tunately, many things were happening to disturb 
my Mother’s peace of mind. In addition to her 
illness, the serious nature of which she fiiUy under- 
stood, and the anxiety which her inability to 
attend to the business of the State naturally caused 
her, a new and heavy trouble came upon her ; for 
she began to realize, for the first time, that those 
about her, whom she had been accustomed to 
regard as her faithful friends and retainers, were 
mere sycophants, indifferent ahke to her sufferings 
and her commands, and intent only on turning to 
their advantage any opportunities which the adver- 
sity of their mistress might afford. 

Nawab Shah Jahan Begam was, by nature, tender- 
hearted and affectionate. She was my Mother ; and 
it was plain to all who had access to her that her days 
were numbered. In such circumstances, no efforts 
should have been spared to banish from her mind 
the remembrance of all past misunderstandings, 
and to restore me again to her affection. But her 
“ friends ” thought otherwise, and did their best to 
turn her thoughts away from me and my family, 
and to foster her determination never to see me 
again. In addition to this, my Mother’s private 
affairs were mismanaged in the most shameful 
manner. Realizing that her malady was incurable, 
one object seemed to animate the members of her 
household, and that was to lay hold of as much 
wealth as possible before the end came. Even her 
sickness was turned into a source of profit ; and 
the major portion of the huge sums sanctioned for 
doctors’ fees, and for daily distribution in alms to 
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the poor, found its way into their, hands. Infor- 
mation of these doings reached my Mother ; 
indeed, they were a matter of common talk ; and, 
though keenly grieved by the treachery and in- 
gratitude of those for whom she had done so much, 
she could not bring herself to charge them openly 
with their malpractices, which continued un- 
checked till her death. 

Among those who were in constant attendance 
at the palace was Ali Hasan Kh^n, the son of 
Sidik Hasan Khan. His daughter had recently 
been betrothed; and Her Highness had promised 
to bestow upon her -a rich dowry. No one with 
any real affection for Her Highness could have 
considered the time suitable for marriage festivities. 
Nevertheless, Ah Hasan Khdn begged her to 
permit his daughter s nuptials to be celebrated 
during her lifetime. The permission was given, 
and orders were issued for the payment of the 
dowry, though Her Highness saw plainly the 
motive for AH Hasan Khdn’s indecent haste, 
and bitterly complained of his behaviour. "My 
daughter,” she said, "whose two sons have just 
been married, will consent to no rejoicings whilst 
I am on a bed of sickness. But from these people, 
whom I have treated as my children, I receive 
neither consideration nor respect.” Ali Hasan 
Khan’s house was close to the Tdj Mahal, and the 
sounds of revelry, and merriment, which accom- 
panied the celebration of the marriage, were plainly 
heard in the chamber where the ruler of the State 
lay awaiting the approach of death. It was a 
heartless and imseemly proceeding ; but those who 

18 
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took part in it were strangers, noble neither by 
birth nor by nature : and it must have been a 
melancholy thought for my Mother that it was 
by such as these that she had allowed her own 
flesh and blood to be supplanted. 

Soon after Her Highness had refused to submit 
to an operation, Mi4n Alamgir Muhammad IChdn 
came to the palace to make inquiries. He was 
admitted to the sick-room, but instead of approach- 
ing the couch on which the patient lay, he seated 
himself as far away from it as possible. This be- 
haviour, so different from that which Her Highness 
was accustomed to from him, wounded her deeply, 
and she said : “ Alamgir, I know why you do not 
come near me. Now that I am sick, I am no 
longer worth consideration. I have put you in 
the place of my own child, I have lavished Idkhs 
of rupees upon you, and this is my recompense.” 
She said no more, but the bitterness of her feelings 
was plainly manifested in her face. • Alamgir 
Muhammad Khan tried to make excuses. “ It is 
not for that reason,” he 'said, “that I do not 
approach you. It is because I cannot bear to see 
you so ill. Why do you remain obstinate ? Why 
will you not undergo the treatment which is so 
necessary ? ” “ The presence of Sultan Jahan 

alone can do me good,” was Her Highness’s reply. 
The words escaped her involuntarily, and she im- 
mediately added, “ But because of Sultan Dula, 
I will never see her.” 

That my Mother’s thoughts were constantly 
turning towards me there can be no doubt. Many 
of those in the palace expected that I should be 
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sent for ; and, believing that my restorsition to 
favour was not far distant, their manner towards 
me underwent an entire change. Indiflcrence 
guA'c wa)’- to obsequious respect; those who had 
ignored my existence before came to me hourly 
with reports of my ^Mother s condition, and of all 
that took place in the Taj Jlahal. Whetlier the 
news they brought me was true or false, I had no 
means of telling, and my anxiety and agitation were 
increased rather than diminished by tlieir behaviour. 
I had good reason to be agitated: for, wliile my 
favour was being courted in this fiisliion, fresh and 
slanderous reports about me were daily being 
carried to Her Highness. I was even accused of 
bringing about her illness by means of magic. A 
picture of herself, pierced through and through 
with needles, and otherwise disfigured, and said to 
have been taken from a tank in the Nur Mahal, 
was produced before her as proof of my dealings in 
the Black Art. j\Iy Mother was no believer in 
magic, and at once recognized the picture as one 
that she herself had given to Nawilb Sidik Hasan 
Khdn. And the fact that it was found within the 
precincts of the Nur Mahal (to which I could not 

■ possibly have access), indicated plainly enough 
where, and by whom, this little conspiracy had 
been hatched. 

Five . months before her death, my Mother 
announced her intention of performing the hqj. 
“My end is near,” she said, “and in the Holy 

■ City I shall find comfort and peace. The adminis- 
tration of the State I will leave in the charge of 
Sultan Jahan.” But this pious resolution was never 
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accomplished, though foil preparations for the 
journey were made. As soon as it became known 
that I was to be appointed Regent, Alamgir 
Muhammad Khan, AH Hasan Khan, Hamid 
Husein, Keeper of Her Highness’s household, and 
others of their kindred, at once set to work to 
prevent the pilgrimage from taking place, for my 
assumption of authority would have meant to 
these men not onl)’^ loss, but exposure, neither of 
which they were at all prepared to face. For some 
little time it appeared that their efforts would be 
unsuccessful. They of course pointed out the 
impropriety of handing over the reins of govern- 
ment to one as undutifol as I had shown m5^self 
to be ; but Her Highness’s only repl}’’ was, “ For 
the advancement of your children, about which you 
have always been so solicitous, I have done more 
than enough, and you will therefore forgive me if 
I now refuse to do injustice to my own.” At last, 
they determined to work upon her fears. She had 
an instinctive dread of the sea, and the prospect of 
an ocean voyage was for her full of terrors. It so 
happened that a shipm’eck, invohdng the loss of 
many lives, had recently taken place. On a suit- 
able occasion, therefore, the subject was mentioned 
in her presence, and this led naturally to a detailed 
account of the whole tragedy, the horrors of which 
made such an impression on her mind that she 
there and then abandoned her project. And thus, 
by those who owed everything to her favour and 
generosity, the highest purpose of her Hfe was 
defeated. 

Days passed, and my Mother’s condition grew 
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steadily worse. A few days before her death, she 
eaused the following pathetic notice to be published: 

** If there are any among my subjects who, during 
the thirty-three j'ears of ray reign, have received 
unmerited punishment at my hands, I ask tiiem, in 
the name of God, to forgive me.” 

The people of Bhopal received this last message 
from their dying ruler with sorrow and syrapath)^ 
and there was not one amongst them who did not 
pray to God that the burden of her afflictions 
might be lightened. IMy own emotion as I read 
the words I will not attempt to describe. I longed 
for only one sentence more, "I too forgive the 
faults of others,” and I read and re-read the 
message in the vain hope that I had overlooked 
it. With such words to support me I could have 
gone to my Mother, and, having Avon the forgive- 
ness AA'hich she could no longer haA*e AAithheld, 
I could haA^e cheered the last moments of her life 
Avith the pent-up love of tAventy-seven long years. 
I prayed for her recovery night and day, and the 
thought of her sufferings filled my mind. At last, 
- as every day brought Avorse tidings, my anxiety 
became more than I could bear, and I determined 
to go to the Taj Mahal, let my enemies put Avhat 
construction they would upon my Ausit. I set out 
Avith my heart full of misgiAungs. My husband 
was even more uneasy, and, fearing that his 
presence might stir my Mother to anger, and 
that her sickness might thereby be aggravated, 
he did not accompany me. 
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I took wth me only Hamidullah Klidn, my 
youngest son. He was then seven years old, and 
I know not what were the thoughts that filled 
his childish mind as he passed, for the first time 
in his life, beneath the gateway of his Grand- 
motlier’s palace. I myself had been there but 
once, when my daugliter Bilkis Jahan was sick, 
and since that time thirteen years had elapsed. It 
was 2 o’clock in the afternoon when we arrived, 
and the day was intensely hot. Few people were 
about, and, for aU the notice that was taken of us, 
we might have been utter strangers. I inquired 
the way of one person after another, and we at 
length entered the chamber where my IMother 
lay, with a female attendant seated by her side. 
My first impulse was to throw myself weeping 
at her feet, but the fear of her displeasure, and 
the remembrance of the last occasion when I had 
ventured into her presence, restrained me. I 
approached a few steps and waited, and Hami- 
dullah, in fear and wonder, stood^ by my side. 
Her Highness turned her face towards me, but 
thirteen years of grief and trouble had made some 
change in my appearance, and in the subdued light 
of the sick room she did not at first recognize me. 
She asked me who I was, but my fear of her 
displeasure, and of being sent away from her 
presence, was so great that I gave no answer. 
Again she put the same question, and asked me 
why I did not speak. Still I made no reply, and 
it was not until the question had .been asked 
a third time, and the attendant had spoken my 
name, that’ I found my voice, and with clasped 
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hands begged her forgiveness. The fears which 
kept me silent had not been groundless. In a 
voice in which son-ow and anger were mingled 
she said, “ Leave me ; after my death you may 
come here.” Seeing that I still stood there, she 
repeated the words even more sternl 5 ^ This time 
I did not venture to disobey. It was plain that 
my presence troubled her, and I returned weeping 
and •with a hea^'y weight at my heart to the Sadar 
Manzil. 

The last stage of the disease was very rapid, if 
we can call that disease which is almost a living 
death. Disease has many forms, some of which 
inspire terror in a gi-eater degree, others in a less. 
But when all has been said it is Death, and not 
disease, who baffles human skill. Death’s approach 
may be announced by disease, or he may greet us 
suddenly — in our sleep, our work, or our play. 
Whatever the manner of his coming, his hour is 
fixed, and he neither hsistens nor delays. With 
each one of us Death has an appointment, and 
whether we go down into the deepest dungeons, 
or barricade ourselves in fortresses of iron, whether 
we climb to the tops of the mountains, or fly to 
, the heart of the desert, not by the smallest fraction 
of time can we postpone the interview. 

Ainama takumc yudrik kumulmauto ivalla'ho 
fi huriijim mushayyadah, ^ 

Her Highness passed away eight days after I 
had seen her, at fifteen minutes past 12 o’clock on 
the 28th day of Safar, in the year 1819 a.h. (June 

^ " XVliercsoovcr ye be, death will overtake you, although ye be in 
lofty towers” (Sale’s trandation of the Koran). 
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16th, 1901 A.D.). ’ In the presence of Captain Lang, 
the Political Agent, and Maulavi Abdul Jabbar 
Khan Sahib, the First Minister of the State, my 
Mother’s private apartments were locked and sealed, 
and guards •were placed .at the doors. The melan- 
clioly news wais conve3^ed to. me by the Minister. 
From early morning I had been unusually de- 
pressed, and the news came to me as the fulfilment 
of the gloomy forebodings which had taken 
possession of miy mind. Weeping bitterly, I set 
out for the Ti^ Mahal. As I drove along, I seemed 
to be in a trance. I saw the days of my childhood 
as in a beautiful picture. My Mother was smiling 
down upon me, and there •was no cloud in the sky. 
Then the picture faded, and another took its place ; 
but it was dark, and there was no sky: and I 
seemed to see all the ti’ials and sorrows of the 
succeeding j’^ears of m}*^ life moaning to and jfro in 
it like gloomy spectres. Then it, too, faded, like 
the circles on a pool of water ; and, almost before 
it had gone, I seemed to be gazing op the AVorld 
itself; and whilst I looked, a mighty whirlvdnd, 
with a sound like the roaring of oceans, swept over 
it, and the earth and sky •were shattered, and out 
of the darlmess which followed came a voice : 

KuUo shcHin halikwni ilia wajha lalmV hvkmo 
wa' allaihc turjcCam. ^ 

In the silent palace, everything seemed to be 
proclaiming the instability of the world, and the 
vanity of human ambition. At sunrise, tliis palace 

* ^‘'Everything shall perish^ except Himself: unto Him hclongctit 
judgment : and hefoi*c Him shall ye be assembled at the last day ” 
(Sale’s translation of the Koran). 
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was the abode of a powerful Chief, whose sway 
extended over eight thousand square miles of terri- 
tory. Thousands were ready to obey her slightest 
command. Her smallest word could make a beggar 
ridi. The reins of justice and mercy were in her 
hands, and upon her will depended the welfare 
of near a million human souls. A few short hours, 
and the sun has crossed the meridian. The palace 
stands unchanged, and the Ruler — ^is less than the 
dust of the ground. 

Inna ft zdlika la'ibratal le'ulil absar} 

I entered the room where my Mother, having 
laid aside all earthly power, was peacefully sleeping. 
I stooped and kissed the feet from whose path I 
had so long been banished, and beneath which the 
rivers of Paradise were then floAving, and I gazed 
long and sorrowfully on the face I had so often 
yearned, with tears, to see, and which I should 
not look upon again till the Day of Judgment. 
With an effort, I at last controlled my emotions, 
and set myself to perform the last services m}'^ 
Mother would ever require from me. I told those 
who were w'eeping to dry their tears, and bade 
them read the Surat-i-baJera ® and the holy Kalima^ 
while, with my own hands, I prepared the body for 
burial. In accordance "with the requirements of 
the Musalman faith, the SHrat-i-balcra was read 
through seven times, and the Kalima was re- 

* M 

* Verily^ herein is on instxucUon to men of understanding” (Sale’s 
translation of tlie Koran). 

‘ The SuratA-^akra is the second sHrats or chapter^ of tho Holy 
Koran. 

^ The Kalima is the Muhammadan confession of faith^ '^La illah, 
illilahj Muhammad ar rasdl allah.” 
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peated one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
times. 

At five minutes past four, the body was carried 
from the Taj Mahal to the Nishat Afzah garden. 
The funeral took place with full Islamic rites. It 
was an impressive ceremony, void of all outward 
display, and dignified by reason of its simplicity. 
It was attended by Nawab Ihtisham-ul-mulk with 
my two elder sons, the Agent to the Governor- 
General, the Political Agent, and the chief officers 
and Sirdars of the State. A funeral prayer was 
said in the Id-gah, and the burial took place at 
sunset. All the offices and bazaars were closed, 
and, for forty days, grain and money were dis- 
tributed in alms amongst the poor. Telegrams 
of condolence were received from His Majesty the 
King, and from tlie Viceroy, and in a Gazette 
Exirctor dinary, published by the Government of 
India, the foUo'sving obituary notice appeared ; 

“His Excellency the Viceroy and Govemor- 
Goneral in Council has received with profound regret 
intelligence of the death, on the 16 th of June, of 
Her Highness the Nawab Shah Jahan Begam of 
Bhopdl, Knight Grand Commander of the Most 
Exalted Order of the Star of India, and Member 
of the Imperial Order of the Crown of India. 
During the thirty-three years for which Her High- 
ness ruled her State, she followed worthil}'^ in the 
footsteps of her predecessor. Her Highness the' 
Sikandar Begam* of Bhopal. She administered her 
country with marked ability and success. She was 
distinguished for her liberality and benevolence, 
and she maintained undimmed the loyal traditions 
of her house, which has always been conspicuous 
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for its zeal and fidelity to the interests of the 
paramount Power. By Her Highness’s death her 
people have lost a just and considerate Huler, 
and the British Crown one of its most faithful 
feudatories.” 


Her Highness Nawab Shah Jahan Begam 
Sahiba, G.C.S.I., was bom at Islamnagar on the 
6th of the month Jamddi-ul-a^vw^al, 1254 a.h. 
(June 20th, 1888 a.d.), and on the 16th of Mu- 
harram, 1268 A.H., at the age of 9 years, was 
installed as ruler of the Bhopal State. On the 
11th of Zil K^dah, 1271 a.h., she was married to 
Bakshi Bdki Muhammad Kli^, Nasrat Jang, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Bhopal Army. On the 
9th of Shawwal, 1276 a.h., she voluntarily resigned 
the title and powers of ruler to Nawab Sikandar 
Begam, herself becoming the heir-apparent ; and, 
on the former’s death in 1285 a.h., she again took 
her seat on the mcLsnad of the State. In 1872, 
Her Majesty the Queen conferred upon her the 
title Grand Commander of the Star of India, and 
in the year 1878, the medal and Order of the 
Crown of India. In 1892, she received the Order 
of the Medjidie, of the first class, firom His 
Majesty the Sultan of Turkey. Her first husband 
ha%'ing died, she married, in 1288 a.h., Nawdb 
Sidik Hasan Khan, and again became a widow 
in 1307 A.H. 

Nawdb Shah Jahan Begam was both a scholar 
and an' author, with a wide knowledge of Oriental 
literature. Her best-known works are Tdjul 
Ikhdl, • or History of JBhopdl, Ditadni SMrin, 
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Khdzindtul hoghaU TaJizibun Nisvidn, and Loghat 
Shahjahdni. Her Court was frequented by men 
of learning from all parts of India, and she founded 
many schools for the study of Arabic and Persian. 
To popularize these schools, many scholarships 
were given; but, in the majority of cases, the 
recipients looked upon the money they received 
as a means of living in idleness rather than of 
acquiring knowledge, and the schools, in conse- 
quence, never achieved the object for which they 
were opened. Education on modern lines was in 
an equally backward state, and the only High 
School that existed was ill-managed and ill- 
attended. Prejudice against new learning and 
new methods dies hard : and we have to thank 
those who kept it alive that, to this day, it is not 
possible to find, amongst the people of Bhopal, 
men qualified to hold positions of responsibility 
in the service of the State. Nawab Shah Jalian 
Begam is not to be included among such people. 
She was an enlightened ruler, and fujly -alive to 
the necessity of progressing with the times. But 
she was served by men of the old school, who 
looked askance at progress, and were inclined to 
eye with suspicion any form of education which 
went beyond teaching lads to learn by rote the 
oldest and mouldiest books which their old and 
mouldy teachers could supply. 

But if the needs of education were neglected, 
it may safely be said that, in all other respects, 
the reign of Nawab Shah Jahan was a period of 
continued progress — a progress testifying to the 
hand of an enlightened and far-seeing ruler. But 
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my IVIother was not only enlightened in a manner 
rarely to be met with amongst iMusalman ladies 
in India ; slic was, at the same lime, generous, 
charitable, gentle in disposition, refined in manner, 
and faithful to her word. No one, from the 
Viceroys of India down to the lowest of her sub- 
jects, has ever denied her the possession of these 
qualities. During the famine of 1899, hundreds 
of human beings owed their lives to her liberality ; 
and even strangers, who sought refuge in the State 
during that terrible time, were fed and cared for. 
She established a special fund for the relief of the 
poor, from which hundreds of people, daily, re- 
ceived money sufficient for their subsistence. In 
her passion for building, she rivalled her namesake 
the Emperor of Delhi. The Tiij Mahal and the 
All Manzil and Benazfr palaces bear eloquent 
testimony to the elegance of her taste. The Tiij- 
ul-masajid, though still incomplete, is a remark- 
able memorial of her piety. Over sixteen lakhs 
of rupees have already been spent on its construc- 
tion. The crystal slabs, designed for the floor, 
were prepared in England at a cost of seven lakhs 
of rupees; but as their polished surfaces would 
have reflected the forms of the worshippers, their 
use in the mosque was forbidden. When finished, 
the Tdj-ul-masajid %\all rank amongst the finest 
buildings in the world. But besides mosques and 
palaces. Her Highness constructed many public 
works of permanent benefit to the State. Among 
these are the Lady Lansdowne Hospital, the 
Prince of Wales’s Hospital, the Shah Jahdn Bridge, 
the Kaisar Embankment, and the Post Office. 
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The most distant parts of the State were con- 
nected with the city of Bhopal by' metalled roads, 
while the sinking of wells, and the making of 
tanks for the storage of water, conferred a lasting 
boon on the rural population. 

True to the instincts of her race, Nawab Sliah 
Jahdn Begam displayed the greatest interest in 
military matters, and did much to increase the 
strength and efficiency of the forces of the State. 
Besides the establishment of the Imperial Service 
Lancers, referred to in a previous chapter, she 
organized the State artillery, and the Body-Guard, 
built lines for the State cavalry and infantiy in 
Jahangirabad, and raised the pay of both officers 
and men. In other directions, also, her reforms 
were numerous. The judicial department was 
reorganised, and the legal codes re\dsed and 
amplified. The postal system was reformed and 
new stamps issued, a printing-press was set up, 
a steam factory built, and, last but not least, the 
State was connected with the outside world by 
a railway of its o\vn, and telegraphic communi- 
cation. 

During Her Highness’s reign, three Viceroys 
visited the State, and on each occasion the loyalty 
of the ruler and her people was abundantly mani- 
fested. The Government of India frequently 
acknowledged Her Highness’s excellent qualities 
and high administrative ability: and if further 
proof of her faithfulness to the British Throne is 
needed it can be found in the letters wliich, from 
time to time, she received from Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, which show the high place she 
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occupied in Her jMajesty’s affection and esteem. 
In his Life of Lord Mayo, Sir William Hunter, 
after referring to the services of Nawab Sikandar 
Begam during the Jlutiny, tells how tliis famous 
Began! died, and “ left her territoiy to a daughter 
worthy of her blood.” 

“This Princess,” he continues, “at the time 
of her aecession in 18G8 was a widow of 31 
years of age. She inherited her mother’s firmness 
and good sense, with a rare aptitude for the duties 
of administration. During Dord Mayo’s Viee- 
royalty, she devoted herself to the measures of 
progress which tlic "N^iceroy pressed on every 
Feudatory Chief who came under his influence. 
She opened out roads, organized a .system of 
public instruction, executed a survey of her State, 
refomicd tlie police, suppressed the abominable 
but deep-rooted trade of kidnapping minors for 
immoral purposes, and improved the jails. Lord 
Mayo received her in his capital with marks of 
distinction, and on the occasion of the visit of the 
Duke of Edinburgh presented her with honour to 
His Royal Highness. The Princess carried back 
to her State the liveliest recollections of his 
hospitality and kindness,^ and the next few years 
of her rule became conspicuous for good govern- 
ment and prudent administrative reforms. 

“Her Highness was created a Grand Com- 
mander of the Star of India, as the Ruler of a 
model State.” ® 

When we consider my Mother’s eminent virtues, 
and the !visdom and ability she displayed as a 
ruler, we feel all the more at a loss to compre- 

^ See Appendix E. 

* The Earl of Mayo, p. 112 {Rulers of India series). 
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hend those unfortunate episodes ■which disfigured 
her otherwise meritorious reign. The treatment to 
which I and my family were subjected, the e\’il acts 
of Sidik Hasan Khiin, and the corrupt adminis- 
tration of Munshi Imtiyaz Ali Khan, sort so ill 
with her character and capacity that it is difficult 
to believe that they form part of the histoiy of 
her life. I think, however, that enough has been 
said in the previous pages to show that it would 
be altogether unjust to estimate my IMother’s 
character in the light of these events. From a 
nature such as hers, endowed as it was with all the 
nobler qualities of womanhood, it was impossible 
that injustice and oppression could proceed. 

Perhaps the worst fault that can be laid to her 
charge is that, like the large majority of her sex, 
she was wilful and obstinate. It was rarely that 
she could be induced to change her opinion, or 
to deviate from a course of action she had once 
determined to follow. This trait is especially 
noticeable in her relations with Sidik Hasan Khan, 
and it doubtless contributed, in no ^small degi’ee, 
to the prolongation of her displeasure against me. 
For years after her marriage, her belief in the 
Nawab Sahib was complete and unshakable, and 
it necessarily followed that she believed every 
charge brought by him against my husband and 
myself. That these charges were untrue she had 
no means of knowing, for no friend of mine was 
ever allowed access to her, and certain punishment 
awaited any attempt to speak in our favour. The 
treatment I met with never lessened my affection 
for her, for I knew that her anger was directed, 
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not against me, but against the false image of me 
that was unceasingly presented before her. I 
knew, too, that her love for me, though it was 
withhold, was not destro3'ed ; and I rejoiced, and 
I still rejoice, to think that, liowever dark 
my earthlj' abode, the light of that love will 
shine upon me with tenfold brightness in the 
gardens of Paradise, where there will be none to 
intercept its ra3's. 

The acts of oppression, and the mischievous 
writings of Sidik Hasan Khan, were equally 
outside my Mother’s control. So skilfully were 
his methods coneealed, and his political opinions 
masked, that for 3’^ears she was in ignorance of 
both. That he was engaged in propagating dis- 
alfection towards British rule she liad no knowledge 
whatever until the matter was brought to her 
notiee b3’^ the Government of India. Her anger 
that an3i;hing in the nature of dislo3'alLy should 
have had its origin in the State of Bhopal was 
almost be3’ond expression, and she did her very 
utmost to turn her husband from his evil courses. 
But Sidik Hasan Khan was imperious alike to 
threats and entreaties. Whenever my Mother’s 
opposition seriousl3’^alarmedhim,he used the counter- 
• threat of divorce, and against a Muhammadan lady 
of high rank he could wield no weapon more 
powerful. The Government of India clearly saw 
how she was situated, and never, for a single 
moment, associated her with the evil doings for 
which her husband was punished; nor did she 
forfeit, in the smallest degree, the respect in which 
she had previously been held. After the degrada- 

19 
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tion of tlic Nawjib Sahib, she received expressions 
of the sinccrcst S5’'inpalhy, not only from Colonel 
Kincaid and Sir Lcpcl Griffin, but from the 
Foreign Secretary, the Viceroy, and the Sceretaiy 
of State for India. 

For the corrupt administration of IMunshi Imtiyaz 
Ali Khan, Sidik Hasan Khan alone is to be held 
responsible. Until the latter’s death, it was prac- 
tically impossible for any report of the jMinister’s 
doings to reach Her Highness’s ears. With the 
support of his patron, he grew rich enough and 
powerful enough to silence the tongue of every 
one who was opposed to him, and it Avas not until 
he attempted to stand alone that my IMolhcr had 
any conception of the havoc he Avas creating. 

Imperfection is inseparable from human nature, 
and the history of a faultless ruler never has and 
ncA^er Avill be Avritten. When aa'c contemplate the 
lives of good men and AA’^omen, it is not on their 
mistakes that aa'c fix our attention, though it is 
often through their mistakes that their goodness is 
rendered more plain to us. For sixt)^-seA'en years 
my mother Iwed a life AA^orthy of all honour and 
respect. She Avill be remembered not only as an 
able and successful ruler, but as an accomplished, 
loyal, and Aurtuous lady. When aa’^c realize the 
difficulties of the position she AA'as called upon to 
fill, remembering at the same time the limita- 
tions by Avhich in Eastern society ladies of noble 
birth are surrounded,. Ave cannot but be amazed 
that her success Avas so great and her mistakes 
so few. 

But one occurrence belonging to the period of 
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my Mothers reign remjiins to he told. When 
Nawiib Shah Jahan liegam died, the world was 
still mourning the loss ol’ the gi'eatest and noblest 
Queen that ever occupied a throne. A brief 
reference to this sad event seems to me the fittest 
manner of bringing this, the first part of my task, 
to a close. 

On the 29th day of Ramazan, 1318 a.ii. 
(January 21st, 1901 a.d.), a lelegr.'un was received 
from His Excellency the Viceroy, containing the 
following mournful intelligence: 

“ Her Jlajesty is sinking fast. All the members 
of the Royal Family liave been summoned to her 
bedside.” 

Her Highness received the news with the deepest 
sorrow, and the Kotwal was ordered to stop all 
music and be.ating of drums in the city. The next 
day was the festival of the 'Id-vl-fifr, a time for 
general rejoicing among JMuhammadans ; but, on 
this occasion, gloom and sadness prc^’ailed every- 
where. After the 'Id prayers had been said, all 
the JIuhammadans assembled in the 'Id-gah, and 
in the mosques of the city prayed humbly and 
fervently that their beloved Sovereign might be 
restored to health. At 10 o'clock in the morning, 
a second telegram was received, stating that a 
slight improvement had taken place in Her 
Majesty’s condition. Her ]\lajesty had slept, and 
had taken nourishment. Hope was reldndled by 
this news; but scarcely had there been time to 
make it public when a third telegram arrived, 
containing these words: 
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“Her Majesty the Queen is dead.” 

By tlie directions of Her Highness, the Minister 
at once dispatched the following message to the 
Private Secretary to the Viceroy: 

“ Her Highness is greatly shocked at the terrible 
calamity which has befallen the Empire. Her 
Highness feels that she has lost a Alother, and is 
in great grief.” 

A second message was sent on behalf of the 
State, and the Political Agent was requested to 
telegraph Her Highness’s sj'^mpathy to the Viceroy. 
A proclamation was made that all the bazars in 
the city should remain closed for a period of three 
days, and all public offices in the city and districts 
for seven days. The flag on tlie Fatehgarli fort 
was lowered to lialf-mast, and tlie Commandant 
received orders to fire, on the day of the funeral, 
eighty-one minute guns, tlie number corresponding 
with the years of her late IMajesty’s life. 

The official announcement of the ^ death of the 
Queen, and of the accession of King Edward, was 
received from the Political Agent, who also sent 
instructions that, immediately after the funeral 
salute, a royal salute of a hundred-and-one guns 
was to be fired in honour of the latter event, and 
the flag was again to be hoisted. On February 2nd, 
the day of the funeral, these instructions were 
carried out. Telegrams of condolence were sent 
to the members of the Royal Family, and another 
to the Government of India, containing Her High- 
ness’s congratulations on the accession of King 
Edward VII. 
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There are some things ■svliich it is better that the 
pen slionlcl not attempt to describe. The great 
Queen Avas dead, and the grief that shook India, 
as the distressing news flew from district to district 
and from village to village, is not for Avords. Nor 
is it for my humble pen to recount the virtues of her 
Avhom, not the Empire, but the Avorld, has acknoAA'- 
ledged a peerless Avoman and a peerless Queen. 
Great AATiters have told, and Avill tell again, the 
story of her life, and its example AA'ill be an heritage 
to mankind for all time. 
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The troops of the Indore cantonment were the first to 
revolt in Central India. They murdered several Europeans, 
and this obliged Colonel Durand, Agent to the Governor- 
General, Sir. Shakespeare, Mr. Stockley, and Colonel Trevor 
to go to Sehore, via Ashta, along with their wives and 
children. But the Bhopal contingent at Seliore contained a 
large number of purbiahs, or natives of eastern Hindustdn ; 
and as these men had been induced to join the rebellion, all 
the officers above-mentioned took refuge in BhopdL Nawdb 
Sikandar Begam treated them with great kindness, and sent 
them (wth the exception of Colonel Trevor, who remained 
with the Sehore troops) in safety to Hoshangdbdd. About 
' the same time, the doctor of the Gwalior contingent. Captain 
Carter, commanding the detachment at Augar, Captain Mac- 
dougal, second-in-command, Major Macpherson, Captain Le 
Marchand of the Artillery, Mrs. Burlton, Mrs. Harrison, 
and Mrs; Hayman, with their children and some servants (S7 
persons in all), had been forced to quit Indore, and had taken 
refuge in Orchode, a small 'village in the JAwar pargana 
of tlie BhopAl State ; and tliey thanked God that they had 
reached a place of safety, for they knew thatNawAb Sikandar 
Begam was their friend. There the Talisildar supplied all 
their wants, and offered to send a letter for tliem to the 
Political Agent at Sehore. A letter was accordingly 
dispatched to Major Rikardes, the then Political Agent, and 
he, after consulting NawAb Sikandar Begam, informed them 
tnat they should proceed directly to HoshangAbod, and 
should on no account come to Sehore. The State provided 
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them with provisions and clothing, as well as twelve elephants 
for the jornmc}'. These acts of kindness greatly pleased 
them, but they could not understand why they were not 
allowed to go to Sehorc. The}' questioned the Muhammadan 
messenger who brought the letter, and he related to them all 
that he had heard : telling them how all the Europeans had 
gone to Hoshangabiid by the advice of the Begam, and that 
the Political Agent was himself preparing to start when his 
answer was written. He also told them that her Highness 
the Begam had herself undertaken the responsibility of pre- 
serving order at Schore. They accordingly set out, and 
reached Ichiiwar at 11 o’clock at night, and the gate of 
the Fort was at once opened to them. The next day, they 
went on to Larkui. Hero they were met by a man named 
Kandan Singh, who told them, with many threats, that he 
was a spy in the service of the IMahArAjas Sindhia and 
Holkar, and that he had had sti'ict orders not to allow any 
Fcringhi to pass that way alive. “ Behind yonder hillock,” 
he said, “ arc stationed five hundred men under my command. 
Three days ago the Resident of Indore passed this way, and 
he had to give me five hundred rupees, besides a large 
number of swords and guns, before he was allowed to proceed 
on his way.” The European party, on hearing this, w'cre 
greatly astonished. They possessed neither money nor arms, 
nor, what they regretted much more, any means of punishing 
the man for his treachery. It afterwards transpired that 
Kandan Singh was a brother of Dulip Singh and Narpat 
Singh, Jdgirdrtrs of Larkui. The object of these men was 
merely to plunder. But the fear of having their jagir con- 
fiscated, and of even heavier punishment to follow, caused 
them to abandon their evil designs, and the party journeyed 
on unmolested till they reached Budhni, whex-e they crossed 
the Narbadda and arrived safely in HoshangAbdi Here 
they met Major Rikardes, Captain Tod, Colonel Holland, 
and, to their great joy. Captain Harrison also. All thought 
that the latter had been murdered, and the greatest com- 
passion had been felt for Mrs. Harrison, who xvas of their 
pai'ty, and who had given bhth to a child twelve days before, 
their {xrrival at Hoshangdbdd. Soon after these events, the 
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Indore troops induced the Seliorc contingenl to break out 
into open rcvoll. Nawab Sikandar Begnm at once sent a force 
to Sehore wliicli took possession of ilie CTOvennncnt trcasuiy, 
and kept the nnitineci's in check until the arrival of British 
troops. The men of the contingent were then made 
prisoners, and the ring-leaders hanged. At Bnirasia, Biibu 
Shab Rao Sahib, Superintendent of Police, was murdered at 
the instigation of Sarfaraz Khun, a resident of Rahatgarh, 
and Nnmdnr Khiin Pindara. The Bhopiil troops captured 
these men along wlh Fazil j\Iuhammad Khan, Jagirdar of 
Ambaptlni, in a small village near Rahatgarh. Tlicy were 
handed over to the British General, and were hanged at tlic 
Fort gate. Their jV/g’fr.y were confiscated. Nawab Sikandar 
Begam, besides doing her utmost to praserve order within 
tlic boundaries of her lemtorics, sent provisions to a number 
of Europeans who had taken refuge at Kfilpi, and disjmtchcd 
her soldiers to Sdgar, Chandheri, Jhdnsi, and other parts of 
Bandalkand, to help in the restoration of order. On many 
occasions thase troops displayed great bravery ; and on 
November 29lh, 1858, the Agent to the Governor-General 
expressed, through the Political Agent, his great apprecia- 
tion of tlie valuable work they had done. It was acknow- 
ledged in all dispatches and reports of the Government that 
during the Mutiny no ruler liad remained a firmer friend to 
the English than Nawfib Sikandar Begnm, and that the State 
had done signal service to British rule* 
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The marriage agi-cement was as follow's : 

I, Ahmad All' Khan, the son of IBuki Muhammad Khdn, 
of Jaldldbdd, in the district of MuzafFar Nagai', inasmuch as 
Her Highness Nawdb Shah Jahdn Begam, Buler of Bhopdl, 
has, with the approval of her Nobles, Jagirddrs, Ministers, 
and the members of her family, consented to my marriage 
with Nawdb Sultdn Jahdn Begam, Heir-apparent of the 
State, do hereby promise that I will abide by the conditions 
stated in this agreement. I further declare that I have 
signed this agreement of my own free will in the presence of 
tlie undersigned witnesses according to the custom of the 
State. I declare myself to be morally and legall}' bound by 
it, and in the event of my infringing it, or any of its clauses, 
I shall be answerable for tlie same to her Highness Nawdb 
Shah Jahdn Begam, .the Ministers of the State, and the 
Political Agent in Bhopdl. 

(1) I, being a Muhammadan of the Sunni sect, do promise 
that I will never, for any reason whatever, change my religion. 
And that if at any time, whether of my own accord, or at 
the instigation of others, I depart from this promise, my 
njarriage shall be declared null and void. 

(2) I agree to pay two crores of rupees as Mihr-i-muaijal, 
this amount having been fixed in tlie presence of the Kdzi, 
and other witnesses. I promise to pay this sum either in 
full, or by instalments, on the demand of either Nawdb Sultdn 
Jahdn Begam, or of Nawdb Shah Jahdn Begam. In the 
event of my failing to do so, I shall be liable to the forfeiture 
of my jagCr. 
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(3) I promise always to fulfil, to the best of my ability, 
all the duties of a husband, and that I will not interfere in 
any way with my wife’s or other personal property. I 
promise to love and cherish my wife, and to do my best to 
live in harmony with her. In case of my failing in any or 
all of these things, it shall be in her power to bring about a 
separation. 

(4) I promise that I will not take a second wife mthout 
the express permission and approval of Nawdb Sultdn Jahdn 
Begam. I shall have nothing to do with the marriages of 
any children, M’hether male or female, that Nawdb Sultdn 
Jahdn ma 3 ’give birth to; the decision in such matters resting 
wholly and unconditionally with herself and her mother, the 
Ruler of tlie State. 

(6) I agree to manage vtiy jagvr in accordance with the 
laws of tlie State. If I violate any of them, vayjagir shall 
be liable to confiscation, in which case I shall receive a fixed 
income from the State in its stead. 

(6) I promise to treat the nobles, Jdgirddrs, and officers 
of the State Mith i-espect and courtesy. I will endeavour 
to act upon any advice that they may give me, and to do 
notliing that may give them offence, or lead to disorders in 
the State. 

(7) I will not retain in my service any person to whom the 
Ruler of the State or her Ministers may take exception, or 
who is reputed to be ill-disposed towards the State or the 
British Government. 

(8) I will endeavour always to keep my expenditure within 
the limits of my income. In the event of my falling into 
debt, such debt shall be liquidated from my own jagfr, and 
not from the coffers of the State. 

(9) I promise that I will not permit any of my relatives 
or personal friends to interfere or take part in the affairs 
of the State without the permission and approval of botli 
Her Highness Nawdb Shah Jahdn Begam and Nawdb Sultdn 
Jahdn Begam. 

(10) I will, as in duty bound, honour and respect Her 
Highness the Ruler on all occasions, public or private. 

(11) I authorize Her Highness Nawdb Shah Jahdn Begam 
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to decree a separation should there be serious disagreement 
between my 'wife and myself. That is to say, if, which God 
forbid, such disagreement should arise, the word of Her 
Highness shall be sufficient to part us, and there shall be no 
need of public proceedings. 

Dated Ibth Eajab , 1289 a.h. 


(Signed) Ahmad Ali Khan. 



2 Qth Rajaby 1289. 


Seal of Ahmad Ali Khan, 


Signatures of witnesses : 

Bakshi Muhammad Hasah Khan. 
Latif MuHAmiAD Khan. 

Thakur Parshad, Accounta7iU 
Mautu Khan, Nawau Bakshi. 
Majid Muhammad Khan, 

Munshi Baksi Dhar. 

The Political Agent in Bhopal. 



^\JPPENDIX C 


At the celchmtion of the Diamond Jubilee in London, the 
royal escort, by the special desire of Her Majesty the Queen, 
included n number of officers belonging to the Imperial 
Ser^Tce Troops, one officer being chosen from each State. 
Bhopdl was represented by Major Mirza Karim Beg, and the 
contingent, which was under the command of Major 
Drummond of the Centi’al India Horse, sailed for England 
on the Persia^ and reached London on May S2nd. During 
their visit to England these officers had the honour of 
waiting upon His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, and Lord 
George Hamilton. In the course of conversation, the latter 
said, *‘It was Her IMajcsty's intention to meet all the Chiefs 
of India at this time; but, owing to the famine which 
prevails -in India, tins could not be accomplished. I assure 
you all tliat your presence has given great pleasure to the 
people of the United Kingdom.’' On a subsequent occasion, 
Lord George Hamilton entertained the contingent at 
luncheon. The Jubilee procession took place on June 24th. 
Her Majesty was seated in a carriage drawn by eight horses, 
on either side of which rode officers of the Indian Army. 
The distance covered was eight miles, and twenty thousand 
troops lined the route. The officers of the Imperial Service 
Troops rode immediately in front of the royal carriage, and, 
together with the Ambassadors, saluted Her Majesty as she 
entered Buckingham Palace at the close of the procession. 
It was officially stated that seventy Idkhs of people assembled 
to witness tliis pageant. 
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APPENDIX C 


Her Majesty drove out on July 1st, the officers of tlic 
Imperial Service Ti’oops formed her sole escort. They were 
afterwards received and entertained by Her Majesty at 
Windsor Castle. Befoi'e their departure from England, they 
attended a levee in London. Each officer, as his name was 
called, approached Her Majesty and presented his sword to 
be touched, their homage being graciously acknowledged. On 
July 7th, Major Karim Beg was decorated b}' the Queen with 
a medal, and a few da 3 's later, at the Military Tournament, 
he received a sword from the Prince of Wales as a prize for 
tent-pegging. 


APPENDIX D 

The State, for administrative purposes, is divided into three 
di.stricts, viz. Nizamat-i-Maslirik^ and 

Nizumat-i-Januh. Each Nizamat comprises nine tahsfls. 

Each Nizamai is in charge of a Nazhn who is the Chief 
Revenue Officer, District Magistrate, and Civil Judge. He is 
assisted by tahsildars in charge of iahsCls who are first- and 
second-class magistrates and munsrfs. Other officers are the 
Jeanungos, paixoans^ and inspector of police. '• 

Each village of any size is a communit}' in itself, having its 
own artisans, the carpenter, blacksmith, and leather workei’, 
w'ho ai-e paid b}' a share of the village grain at each harvest. 
Other members are the village servants, such as the nai or 
barber (a most important individual, who besides his technical 
duties acts as go-between in arranging marriages), the dhohi 
or washerman, and the cliaulcidar or village w'atchman. 
Over the whole community is the patcl or headman, who is 
responsible for the proper condition of the village and assists 
the mustajir in collecting the revenue. He is assisted b}’ the 
patxoan or village accountant and register-keeper. {Bhopal 
State Gazetteer, Vol. HI.) 



APPENDIX E 

In the Taj-uhUcMl^ NawAb Shah Jnhdn Bcgam thus describes 
her visit to Calcutta and her presentation to the Duke of 
Edinburgh ; 

“ On the 1st of December 1869 A.n. or the 26th Shnban 
1286 A.n., Colonel Thompson, the Officiating Political 
Agent, in accordance witli instructions from the Agent to 
the Govemor-General for Central India, wrote to the cflect, 
that I was invited to attend the Durbars of the Governor- 
General and of the Duke of Edinburgh, and to be present by 
the 26th of the month. With the greatest pleasure I started 
from Bhopfil on the 17th December or 14th Ramzan 1286 by 
post stages for Hoshungabad, and took rail at NiU'singpur 
for Jabalpur, where I again took rail on the 23rd of Decem- 
ber, nn-iving at Calcutta on the 25th of December. On the 
29th December, or 25th Ramzan of the same year, I had the 
honour to pay my respects to the Prince and to the Governor- 
General, both of whom treated me with great consideration ; 
and on the 31st of December I took part in the Chapter, 
held by tlic Prince, for the Star of India. 2 \fterwards, on 
di6brent days, these two exalted personages honoured me 
with return visits at my residence, and visits were courteously 
intcrdianged with the Governors of Bombay and Madras and 
the Bishop of Calcutta and otlier gentlemen of distinction. 
The Tlieatre, Magazine in Fort William, the Citadel of 
Calcutta, tlie Museum and Mint, were also visited by us. 
We also witnessed a review, and on the 14th of January 
1870 A.D., or the 11th Shawal 1286 A.n., I paid a visit 
to tlie steamer commanded by His Royal Highness, and at 
all the above places tlie English Government caused me to 
be received with the full honours due to me.’’ 
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APPENDIX F 


Mr. T. H. Thornton in his work entitled General Sir 
Richard Meade^ referring to the State of Bhopdl, writes : 

“BhopAl is, next to HydenlbAd, the most important 
Mussalman State in India, with an area not far short of 
Holkar’s, a population of nearly 1,000,000, and a military 
force of about 2,000 infantry, 8,000 cavalry, and 69 guns. 
Its ruling family is Afghan, descendants of Dost Muhammad 
KhAn, a distinguished officer of the Moghul Emperor 
Auranzob, and it was represented at the time of Meade’s 
appointment by Shall JahAn Begain, the daughter of Sikan- 
dar Begam, G.C.S.I., who, after the death of her worthless 
husband in 1844', and the usual family dissensions, was ap- 
pointed Regent by the British Government in 1847. 

Under the advice of a former Agent, Sir Robert Hamil- 
ton, she had introduced an excellent system of administration, 
and both mother and daughter proved themselves .staunch 
friends of the British Government in 1857.'" In recognition 
of her services, the mother was appointed a Knight Grand 
Commandei* of the Star of India, and BhopAl received an 
assignment of territory confiscated from the neighbouring 
• State of DhAi', which had rebelled.” 


Pi'inttd byJTastl/, Jf'aUon cCr Finty, Zd., london and JyieMbtiry. 



